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BALLADS AND SONGS

OF AYRSHIRE,

TLEUATRATED WITH

SKETCHES, HISTORICAL, TRADITIONAL,
NARRATIVE AND BIOGRAPHICAL,

“Od King Coul was o merry old sgul,
And s jolly old soul was ha :
0d King Cotl hs had & brown bawl,
And they bronght him in fiddors throe.”
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INTRODUCTION.

‘Renrnewsaine has hor Harp—why not Ayrshire Ler Lyre? The hm.l
:Mgavammmnwm?wmmmmm a peparate Re-
sitory for Bomoa which belong to it, In this, the First
ries, il has been the Mohjunt of the Editor to gather together the
older Iyrical productions connected with the counly, intermized wnﬂi a
slight aprmk]mﬁal'{ha more recent, by way of lightsome variation.
aim of the wor hhmﬂmlﬂmupeaeu,m t and modern, whinh
seatlered throughout wvarious p nE gro inaccessible to many
readers; mdbug'lmfmmnrﬂnuin e floating relics of a former
ngaﬂmtsl.u]le:atmhr brances, as well as to supply such in-
mg ect or nl.hor ns may be deemed interesting.
Tb&aougwf purhaps, & fow of the more rare—having been
already collected in :n'a:rlmku'm'e-uotil.t:lvnnnlr and consequently well known, will
iormno part of the itory. In distinguishing the Bauvans and Sores
of Avngmisg, the Editor has been, and will be, guided by the gonnec-
tion they have with the district, ud:eruwthaluﬂwrorlnl:am and
now that the First Series is bafore the lie, he trists that, whatever
may be i defects, the oredit at Jeast wjrl be given him of aiming, how-
ever fea'b‘ly, st the comstruction of a lssting monument of the ljrﬂml
litorature of Ayrshire. He farther, should encoun
youchsafed 1o go on with the thot all”{uterested in labwr
]Je has im upon himself, and whe have u |n thair power, will-be wil-
to assist by “ throwing a atons to the ca
n.ﬁymlnru }sn probably mmsd-ﬁnhntin musical eompossrs than
in poeu, or ballad writers. Amopgst the earliest of the Lutter, of whom
we find notice, s “the Hew of Eglintoun,” mentioned in
Dunbar’s * Lameat for the Déath of the Makars,” which m:lt hne
been written before IMW in Millar and mﬁn
Eﬂmydg;hu Hew I?m to have been I.hj lu‘l of the.old Eg.
Lons linton, w dsngﬂu-wue-pnund
of Egleshame He is tured to In.wr vn'men the mmnceu of * Ar-
* and “ Gawan,"” the “ Epistle not known—
ﬂwh' names only being pctcwrmd n Wlntmma (:hrcuﬁg:.“ Wlltar.lie:n-
nadyimularnfthom # Makars " mentioned in Dunbar’s
TR

Bmmtmmnnn]ih
Trwon MORTIN CONTURRAT MR."

Some particulars of Kennedy and his writings will be found in thefollow-

i M suthor of % Cherrie and the Slae,'
iﬁmﬂmuaubminm can bosst of the |

name of Burns, Boawell, andahnua\fllﬂng " ** who, when the
ﬂigbtnfbmhuthmmlhﬂowd their merigries, will be regarded
a8 writers of no common merit.
Fate has not been so favourable to our composers of musio as o our
'Hﬂm"u{poetry. Few of the names of the sarlier race of them are
even known. The greater number of our mest beautiful melodies ars
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without , and canmot be ass r district of
tha F‘Wﬂl netion has no dunb?hﬁa mm drawn be-
twenn Hig and anid Lowland music ; but this cannot well be mtllued in
1hh¢eoft-hofwl¢hﬂ,mtllm1pmml; recent tim m
Rt s TR e

T town, village rOn s, A
]mi “nrﬁ‘mh: as the town's E&r:d ;® .ni:
within living remembrance he:ﬁz relained their

Thus it would d:ﬂeull.m Ay W

aivic musician,
tufnl pipe tunea which have been altered to suit more modm
amd t‘::' E:mﬂmhwd in the Highmnher\g the
oo i m P on than in t a
wlands, nally to lfhk ol the mhe'r side of the Grampians
and hlonglgm hga say whether any of them
can be Ay'nhlre A tht-mbenldht]m.mtafnof
them wore in Ayrshire frml- eeu'l!e-ttmu and either were
originally, or had become in progress lmu:lﬂn to the district,
that the musical world was ig'nonnt. of tham unHl gle tolight by the
contributions of Burns to Jokneon's Miseum, ht be particu-
larised, were the works of llnm.nntmumrmall inm 1t may not
be nminteresting to mention andwmmmdenhﬂ;
referred to in erhytwybwlloer,whiehmltﬂ] ', and
wore so upwards of a bundred years ago, For instance, in John
Chalmers of Burnton, and others in the parish of Dalmellington, wers
broaght befors the l;‘mby from the Kirk-session of
duw-i’ag and singing on & fast-day mornin
been at & waddmgﬂm hl.'h-aﬁonmthu house of the uhnof
mzr;-ndmm;ndﬂm ng took place in Bhaw of Grimmets’,
whither the revellers had ret tune to which they daneed, the
witnesses averred, w"ﬂmtulw of that san, thnt'len-rmmlyulled Tie
m;mmm" tE"E“ ence to this effect ; and they
a{gcmdwbowenmqndnedwi l.hatnnn-—lonooﬂhewrecognhh:
words, “ the sow's tail till him yet," Another of the sung
the occasion waa “ Up and\‘hnrthﬁmn'wulis" which, if ori ;
Jacobite song, must hna been then altogether new, as it could net

as such, to any event previous to 1715,

ll' it cannot be shown o Mﬂﬁl‘hu data thM A has & right to
claim any of the earlier st sll am,t-, nnt
lacked musicians and composers in Inter timal. m ele;n
perhaps not the mt eminedt, the nme of MGl is iar. o Bm
notico we have of fm% the parochial of births for
Ayr, a3 follows:—* John M*Gill, son la!lrful to Win, M'GIlI, violer in th.n
Newtoune of lndmﬂmmhhlpwa,mbmnnw

s

Duwer. first, 1 Jnlm Mtravw, seeins to have died in infancy,

pame (1] vae another aon, baj l?ﬂ?
"This Ligter son of * Willis MGHL" wae, s o a1} Tkoibood, the yull an
i Johonle M'GilL" who is still remembered as an excellent violineello

er, and who the reputation of ha composed several airs, If
rll:'ayn;m individual, he must have been | 'hfhemﬂom his native place,
and had no doubt led a u.urudltﬁel :fur haulalddtz"hv& mln
stage dootor imm hin settling n s t-
aAn&;.rocr another locally cele hgr Jolm Riddel. Riddel was the
composer of several popular ch aa “ Jenny's Bawhee," * Tha

'm“m‘g:mm page 190, where seme curloos particalsrs aro mesn-
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INTRODTCTION,

Merry Lads o' o' % Btewnrton Lasses," “ Dumfries House,” &o. He
wnmmn;rphyerinbh —p0 much 80 that Lord Archibald
Montgomerie, upon one oceasion, & bet that he would get & blind
man* in Ayr who woold beat all the vickn players in Eﬂmbnglrf Rid-
del had a small salary from all the gentlemen of any note in the county,
at whose residences it was hia duty to attend at stated and as
often a8 he pleased or found it convenient Mnﬁnﬁ! rent of the year,
He was never without s pupil, or an apprentice—{or thmda{:&hcﬂlmpdq
were regularly spprenticed to their teacher, whom they sty nater ;
and it was the duty of the apprentice to accompany the master in all his
exgursions.  Amonget other. pupils of Riddel was W i i
another violer whose name deserves to be recorded. By this time R

had become very old, and dntwednptmm himself to rough weather or
much fatigne. Gillespie, his pupil, bad, upon one occasion, an engafe-
ment at & carpenters’ ball in aglr, and, being & young man, his heart an
well as his bow was in the proj merry-making. Unfortunately,
upon that day, he was by his master to attend Hminazecinl
visit to one of his country patrons. This, at first sight, seemed & death-
blow te Gillespie's diversion ; atill he was determined not to forego the
pleaanre, if at all possible. * We're gaun to hae a guid dey, [ think,"” said
the old blind master to his ulmeunsn]heﬂ'himabnﬂthair'om—ng,
“ No very sure o’ that, master,” said Gillespio, upon whooehainfmm
finshed i.deuod‘snlﬂugemwhlohm hit emanct him from
dilemma. * @i’ wa’ out an® ses what the day looks like," rejoined the
old man. Gillespio did as he was required ; and, though the son was clear
and the sky bright, reported on returning that he was d it would
overcast, 35 he saw certain omingus dwd:aﬁtbeﬁng very Mpidly. Rid-
del, at all times anxious to attend to the of his patrons, was nnwil-
ling to remain nt home, and mfented]y despatehed Gillesple to ascer-
tsin the state of the weather, Appesrsnces always became worse with
the apprentics, till at length he returned with the intelligence that it waa
i e o QU BGS ppeis  Fo

oot b0 8 o 2y ng hislnst N
with themwdnfﬁwﬂ,wfuhmwhrgeﬁgh broom, thoroughly
sonked in water, over the lintel of the door, that the moment the old man

his way out the water fell upon his bare head like a shower

“ Rioht emeuch, richt enench, Gillesple, we eanna pang in sie

wutherm as this 1.151: m‘l‘dbﬂdﬁl h:“ satisfied, and Gi ia pre-
to enjo in the evening.

James ‘;‘naani?ock, who died at the of ninl!l.g-nlng, was one of John
B.lddaﬁu H H= 0 waa Maithew Hal f]}lr Ha', who, mpmﬁfnﬁ
score, lives in Newton-on-Ayr. Though almost comp: ot w]
made sware, b& writing, the sobjeet is the musical Eamin’&iamn of
former times, the old spirit rovives, and his stories are truly interesting.
Hﬂm'nsﬁhawbue:lammhrmhhiudaf;hntwhen\;hﬁngll
mupohm oaoeasion, the joint of hia right elbow was split in two
5 €, and he never had the proper power of his arm afterwards. Heo
was, in consequence, obliged to give up the small fiddle for the violi
—upon which ingfroment ho became a5 & nﬂdent,irnot?mtm-,
than upon the other.  As is well known In Ayrs the Iate Earl of Eg-
Yinton was ome of the chief patrons of mu sin the county. He was
himsell & first-rate upon the violincello and harp, and composed a

number nt‘uirs-—uvw of which, such as # Ayrshire Lasses,™ are still po-

* Riddel was blind, it is belleved, from infancy.
+ The Gows wern not st that time in repube.
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INTRODUOTION.

the closs of last century, when he was Major y

yaaes 1 the Rabit of frsqueniiag Collsfeld and Eglinto be et et
in the £ o an L] @ in

ty a8 musician, His chief co-adjutor was James M Lachlan, a H rgh-

der, who came to Ayrshire in a fmdhlomﬁahn:;m m
generally tool
profeasional

pular. A collection of musie, published “ by a mﬁ I.lam " about

by Lord Eglintom. At comcerts at the Castle,
nplrtunthevhlhmlluarthehwp.lndmm other
players on the violin, blind Gilmour from Stevenston 'nnuull
semt. 0 war the days for music ™ In!ohnmlly
ns he with hia reminiscences. "ﬂy hen the Castle m? Eglin-
ton wis re-furnished, & number of violins viglinpellos were discover-
ed in & garret—no doubt the identical vﬂulhle instruments so much
prised by the old Barl. Not knowing their history or their worth, the
into whose bands they fell, gave mm.l,mh.\{nw individoals nqua.li
incapable of appreciating lhem Hali edo'rertlww
evunty, at all the gentlemen's residences, and even in burgh and
gow on great occasions. In one weok, to use his own words, they hne

pul«l‘l‘.rmty-cu puriuh klrh,mﬂntnrned hdy:r on Frida;r to u ball,
never getting to Il Baturday nig They obtained spatches of

an 1h¢yhutmld durin, thc!n.ierulso! ])].l." mdtnvellug.

At one time Hall and M‘Lac were at the aneo!hgy]a-toru
mbnths mgc'l-ber, MLachlan had been there before s footman to

E

, conceiving himaell to have eclipred by the n ers, or
E Il to ha Ileenm pgm ¥ wioli ¥
qingan w]tﬁ'omthal}nhuf.& rgyle, left the , and brib-
l:!ami mwﬂlya:ﬂutothe mpmof!:-
wrary e, whi wuld ve been wholly in fames, but for the
mely disoovery of the rascally met. Themundury'nnkmmhvat—
ail, and np doubt met the punishment he deserved. Mr Hall's bass
ﬁdgleml prusent from the late Countess of Eglinton. Ith&rhnpo
worth metl.ionlug lhlthamtho_,ﬁ'# AMasom ever made by L
Bm Burns himeelf was made b Almdeerd,atlﬂurln‘i‘am

HTI:: late Major Logan wnlufl dahg'htful amatenr player on the violin,

also composed & variety m—mmeul’thquomﬂllmt,ht.
from his own peculinr ufhe wwing, o difficult of execution that few
would attempt them. col which he left, however, might be

enpable of revisal and alteration. If so, it i most, desirable that they
qhnnld;e: tha hghl:“*hl'n more récant t;umlal tha Methfa]l t:'ifgi dha'lre
long maintained s reputation & vi np]-.ym—-» ve the Andrews
]Etwdmlll, pear Dondopald ; while there ia mm«l’ a village through-
oul the county that has not its instrumental or

-8
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