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DEPARTMENT
ox

FOMENTO, COLONIZATION AND INDUSTRY

MEXETOO,

The Preaident of the Republic has been pleased to address to me
the following Decree:

“PORFIRIO DIAZ, Constitational Preaident of the [Tnited
Mexican States, to the inhabitonis thereof know yee:

Thatthe Congrass of the Unicn bag been pleassad to degres s follows:
The Congress of the United Mexican Statos decrees:

Law of Weights and Measures.

CHAPTER 1.
OF THE SYSTEM AND IT3 UNITS.

Art. 1. The Syatem of weighta and messures already established,
which is derived from the NationalStandards of length and weight and
from the second of average time, constitutes the Nationel Systetn of
Waights and Measures and is the only legal one whoee uge is binding
in the United Mexican States.

Art, 2. The fundwmental units of that éyetem are as follows:

T. The unit of langth denominated Metre, is sgqual to the leogth of
the Metre which has been recognized and adopted as the International
prototype,
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II. The unit of weight denominated kilogram, is sgual in we!ght
to that of the kilogram which has besn recognized and adoptsd as the
Intermaticnal prototype of weight.

II1. The unit of tims is the second of mean time,

Art. 3. The Department of Fomento will desipnate the derived units
which are dedicated to common wvse, spesifving the conditions which
they must comply with.

It is also authorized to desipoate the derived unita of the National
System of Weights and Measures which are not in common use.

CHAFPTER II.
NATIONAL STANDARDS,

Art. 4. The national standard of length consists of the prototype
meire No. 25, made of an alloy of platinum snd irridinum with & cross
section of X which waas assigned by the Toternational Committss of
Weights and Measures to the Mexicsn Government,, tested e the In-
ternational Office of the same on the 28th of Septernber 1889 and depo-
sited in the Oflee of Walghts and Measures of tha Dapartment of Fo-
meato, on the 20th. of Auguet 1900,

Art. 8. The National standard of weight consists of the protoky pe
kilogram No. 21, made of an nlloy of platinum and irridium, of ¢ylin-
drical form, with & holght equal toite dismeter, which was assigned
by the [nternational Committe of Welghts aod Measures to the Mexi-
can (Government, was teated In the Internatinnal Offce of the zama on
the Tth. of January 1505 and deposlted Inthe Ofice of Weights and Meu-
sures of the Department of Fomento on the 20th of Auguss 1900,

CHAPTER TTI.
0F THE HETENSION AND PRESERVATION OF THE SYSTEM

Art, 8, For the presarvation and maintenanes of the system, there
shall be an {nspecting office of the first class, those which may be ne-
cessary of the second class and the auxiliary offices which may be es-
tablished in acordance with Art 1L

Art. 7. The ficst class inspecting office shall be that of Weights end
Measures in the Department of Fomento, in which the national stan-
dards of langth and weight mentioned in Articles 4 and 5, as well asthe
naw ones which the Faderal Government may acquire, shall be preser-
vad with all dus precautlons.

Art. 8. The metres and kilograms employed io the ordinary course
of business by the Office of Weights and measures shall be directly
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compared with the national etacdards and will cogstitute the second
olazs standards. !

Art. 8. The Department of Fomento will establish & second class
inspecting office in the Capital of each Htate as well as in those other
towns whose commercial importance msy fustlfy it. Such offfice will be
farnished with the collestion of standards and bhalances, which is re-
quired by the Ragulations under the present law. The atandards of thass
offiees, which are denominated third cless, will be compared by the'
Office of Weights and Measures with the second class standards.

Art. 10. The officers in charge of the second elass offices will cum-
pare the weights, measures and instruments for weighing or measuring
that areused in triade. The same employees will have under their char-
ge, the inspection and eupervision of the service of weights and measu-
res in those citias in which their offices may ba astablished.

Art. 11. In those W0wns in Which there 18 no second class offios, the
Department of Fomento may charge the municipal corporations with the
periodieal inapecticn of the weights, measures and instruments for
weighing and measuring, as well as the inspection and supervision of
the service of weights and measures. The munieipal ecorporations to
whom such powers are delsgated, shall be considered suxiliary offices
and will be strictly subjeot to the reguigites tuod eonditicons which are
specified in the Repulations under the present law. lo sueh oase, the
Corporstions themselves will cover the expenses and collect the dues
for the inspection and the fines arhich may be levied.

Art. 12 The Eegulatlons under this Iaw shail preseribe the rules
for the verification of the weights, measures and instruments for weigh-
ing or messuring: the charges which may be ecllected for those veri-
fieations, and shell specify the form under whieh the sorvics of weights
and measures shall be inspected.

Art. 13. The offices which may be established under the previsions
of Art. 8 of the present law shall directly depend on the office of Weights
and Measures of the Depurtment of Fomento. The suziliary offices
which are referrad to under Art. 11, shal] likewise depend on that su-
perior office. but ooly as far as regards the service of weights snd
MeaRures.

Art. 14, The Executive of the Union will have power, whenever it
gonsiders such & measure expedlant, and by agresmernt with the Govern-
ments of the diferent States, to leave under thelr charge, the establizh-
ment wod malotenance ol second class offices, in those places within
their jurlsdiction which may be designated by the Department of Fo-
mento 23 wall as the inspection and general supervision of the service
of weights and measures, both in those places in which there may be &
gecond ¢lass office established, aewell a8 in other RMunicipalities, but

_ without prejudice to the supecior federal inspection. In such case the
dues collected for inspection and the fines will eoter into their respective
Tressuries; but the workiog of the inspecting and auzxillary offices



will continue to be under the direct supervision of the Offies of Weights
and Measures.

Art. 15. The Department of Fomento will have power to glve orders
for direct inspection asnd verification to be made of the weights, measu-
res and instruments for weighing or measurement in the ofces, esta-
blishments or localities which it mar conaider desirable. This power la
reserved even in those cases provided for under Arts. 11 and 14.

Art. 16. The marks to be employed for the purpose of authorizing
the weights, messures and instruments for weiphing or measuring shall
be designated by the Dapartment of Fomento in the Hegualationa under
the pressnt law. Of these marcks, those which fdo not consist of pumbera
shall be made with the respective *'Matrixes’' which the Department
will preserve undar the custody of the Ofee of Weights and Measures.

CHAPTER 1V,

PENALTIES PCR INFRINGEMENT OF THE LAW
ANMD ITE HEGULAWIDNG.

Art. 17. Any officer whoss duty It may be to place the marks oo
welghts, mesaurea and Instruments for walghing or measuring, and who
may do so with criminal lotent, when, aceordlog to the Regulations
under this law he ahould oot merk them, because they do not comply
with the provisions of the eame, will render himesif liahls to & penal-
ty of threa ysars imprisonment and o flne of One Hunderd Dollara or
the corresponding further detention.

Art. 18. The following perscone will be ponished with, impri-
apnment for three years:

I. Those who stamp the legal marke on the weights, measures and
instruments for weighing or measuring, when not duly authorized for
that purpose.

II. Those who knowingly sell or circulate false marks or weights,
measures and ingtruments for weighing orv measuring, which are bran-
ded a8 mentioned in Art, 17 and in See. I of this Arvtiele or which may
carry false brands.

Art. 189. The other infractlons which may give rise to criminal la-
bility shall be penalized 1n accordance with the Penal Code of the Fe.
dersl District, without prejudice to the edmivistrative penalties which
are speoified under the Hegulations,

Art. 20. The infractions of tha pressot law and its Regulations
which are oot liable to eriminal prosscution shall be administratively
rpunished with fines of twenty-five cents to Five Hundred Daollars or the
corresponding imprisonment.

Ars. 21. The weights; measures and instruments for weighing or
messurlag which are employed In mercantile transactions and do oot
fulfill the requisites provided under this Law or its Regulationa shall
be inutilized in those casea which the latter may apeocify.



CHAFTHER V.

GENERAL PROVIBIONS,

Art. 22, The legal equivalents betwesn the unite of the oational
syatem of weights and measures now in force and those of the system
which was employed in the Fepublic before the 16th of September 1356
shall be those set forth 1o the tables already published by the Depart-
ment of Fomento and which will be annsxed to the Regulations under
thiz Law.

Art. 23. The teaching of the national system of weights and measu-
reés will continue to be obligatory in a1l public schools, whether of an
officlal or privata character,

Art. 24, The lpspection of weighte, measures and instruments for
waighing or messuring will ba charged for. The proceeds of these char-
ges and of the fines which may be lmposed for infringements, shall be
turned over to the Fodecal Treasury, except in those cazes specified
under Arta. 11 sod 14 of the preseat Law,

Art. 25, The Executive will isrewe Regulations under this Law as
well as all the orders that may be necessery for its exact fultllmant.

Art. 28, All laws and rulings which may heve been previouely enne-
ted with regard to weights and measures are hereby repealed.

TRANSITORY.

This Law will eome into foree f2om snd after the 1st. of December
-of the present year.—Triridad Gureis, President of the Deputles.—A.
Faldivieso, Vice-President of the Senate.—Lorenzo FElizaga. Secretary
of the Deputies.—4, Casleficres, Becretary of the Henate,
And therefore [ order that it be printed, published, circulated snd
duly complied with.
Given in the Palace of the Exeoutive of the Union on the 6th, day
of June, 1MG.—Porfirio Diar.
To the Engivesr Blas Eacontria, Secretary of State and of the De-
pariment of Fomeunto, Colonization snd Industry.»
And I ¢ommunicate the same to you for your information and other
parposes. )
Mexico 6th, of June 18045,

Faeoniria.






Department of Pomento, Colonization and Industry.

MEXTICO.

The president of the Rapublls has been pleased fo address to me
the following decres:

SPORFIRIO DIAZ, Conslitucional President of the Uniled Mexican States
to the inhabitants thereof, know ye:

That under the Constitetional powers of the Executive and in necor-
dance with the provisions of Art. 26 of the Law of the 6th. of Juna of
this year relative to Weighta and Moasures, I have seen fitto isaues tha

following.

Begulations of the Law of Welghta and Measures
of the Gth. Jnne 1895.

CHAPTER L

OF THE UNITE OF THE SYSETEM.

Art. 1. The names snd vafues of the units and meagures of length,
area, volume, capaeify, welght, power, electricity and light are the
following:

I.—UNTTS OF LENGTH

Marnes, ¥almas: Abbrevistions.
Kilomatre 1K) meires Hm.
Hectormatre o, Hm.
Decametre j LI Dam.
Mesre Fundamental unit m.
Decimetre 0.1 metra Dim.
Centimetre el Cm.
Milimetrs ¢l Mm,



