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INTRODUCTOLRY NOTE,

Tue substance of {hiz book was originally written,
in the winier of 1555, az an introduciion fo courses
of prelections in the department of Heclesinstieal
Hiztory, 'I'hiz will acconnt for its prevailing reference
to thiz department, os well as for the tone of direet
adddress whieh oceasionally eharneterizes it At the
pamie e, 1 b5 hoped that the work will be foand to
have a peneral refercnce to wll species of historieal
nuiry; wod oy contribute o deepen and widen the
growing inferesl in ibe nost comprebensive of the

SO0,

Theeological Sminory, dndovcr,
S 3, 1806,



THE PIHNITLOSOPIHY OF HISTORY.

LECTURE 1.
TUE ABSTHACT IDEA OF HISTORY.

Ix order to the suceessful nvestigation of any sub-
jeel, it is necessary, first of all, to form a comprehen-
sive and clear coneeption of its essenfial natore, —
Without such an antecedent general apprehension, the
mind is at a loss where to begin, and which way to
proceed. The frue idea of uny olyject, is a speeies of
prepunidory knowledge which throws light over the
whole field of inguiry, and infrodoces an orderly method
into the whole course of examination. It is the clne
which leads through the labyrinth; the key to the
problem io be solved,

It may appear strange and irrational, at first glanee,
to require a knowledge of the tafrinsic nature of {hat
which is to be examined, in order that it may be ex-
amined, and before the examination. At first sight, it

may seem as if this pereeption of the troe idea of a
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thing, should be the result, and not the antecedent, of
inquiry, and that nothing of an a priori natore should
be permitted to coter into the invesiigations of the
human mind in any department of knowledge. To
require in the ontset o comprehensive idea, of History
e. &, and then to nse this as an instmment of investi-
gation, seems to invert the troe order of things, and 1o
convert ignoranes into knowledze by some shorter
method than that of stady and refleetion. Bot what
is the matter of faet?  Does the scientific mind start
ofl npon ils inquairies in every dircetion, withont any

presconceived iders as to where it iz goin and wlnt

2
it expects to find? 15 the homan understanding zuch
a debule resa, that it contributes nothing of iis own,
towarnds the dizcovery of froth, bof, like the mirror,
sepvitely vefleets all that is Twought before i, without
regard Lo reflections and distoriions?  We have only
to walch the movements of oar minds 1o Lind thal we
carry with us inlo every field ol investigation an an-
tecedent idea, which mives more or legs dircetion to our
studies, and roes far to determine the resolt to which
we come.  We are not now concerned with the
reasonablencss or anrenzonableness of thiz faet; we
are now only alluding to it as an actual malter of fact
which appears in the history of every studious and
reflecting mind.  Even if we deem it to be irrational
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and groundless, and for this reason endeavor to (o
away with it in onr stndies, we find it te be lmpossible.
If we begin the study of Philozophy, it is with a
general coneeplion of its nature; and one that is con-
tinually re-appearing in oor philosophizing. If we com-
menee the examination of Christianity itself, we find
that we already have an idea of ifs distinetive character
ag arefigion, which exerts a very great infinence npon
our inquiry into its constitnent clements, und partien-
tarly wpon vur cepsiruction of its doectrines® The
demand therefore so constantly made by the Ration-
alist of every century, that the mind must be entircly
vacant of a prior ideas and initiating preconceptions ;
in hiz phrazeology, must be free from @ prejudices; ¥ i
erder that it may make a truly seientific exwnination,
i o demand hat cannot be complied with, even if
there were a disposition to do =0 on the parl of the
inquirer, and iz not complied with even on {he part of
him who makes it.  With the orizie of such gnid-

ing ideas we have no concern at this time. Tt s

# This idea contains such prejudgments a3 that Christianity i3 a
sipernafnral religion | thae Itz anthor is Misae ; that its truths are systiri-
oug, i.g arve infinite, and therefore connot be exhousted by the fnite
intelliponee,  Matice that theso judgments ave o priord; i o they dow
from the maturie of the coge. For i Christianity i3 noveligion difering tu Lined
from all awtnral refiglons, then the above clements are necesearily invalved
in the conception and theery of it



