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PREFACE

ANE ALDRICH MOORE was born at
MNew-York on te Thirtv-first of Mareh,
Eighteen bundred and fifty-three.

She was married to fobn Godfrey Moore on
the Ningleenih of March, Eighteen bundred and
seventy=fwo, and ber long, patient, and beroic
strugele apainst insidious and inexorable
disease ferminaled on the Seventeenth of Feb-
riary, Eighfeen buadred and ningty.

Sbe was a woman of remarkable intelleffual
force, and her gifts were developed by seif-
impased tashs of study rarely underlaken by
those of her social accomplishments and sur-
roundings,

Though fettered by delicate and gradually
Jasting bealth, whick made tbe later years of
ber fife a physical martyrdom, her ambition
never faltered, and ber courage never failed.
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In ber conversafional powers, in ber corre-
$pondence, in the journals that recorded fhe
events of ber daily life and described fhe
seenes and sncidents of bravel, there gleamed
evidences of literary faste and skill, which,
had her strenglh permilfed, might bave won
Jor ber an bonorable place among the writ-
ers whose sympathics she shared, and whose
thoughts none more lhoroughly enfoyed and
appreciated.

In wit or & wisdom, in philosopdy or in
paetry, in Bistory or in fifion, ber refinement
of culfure and breadth of infelligence found
equal pleasure and prafil.

There was no philosoply too profound, and
thers was o ari tao ethereal to efude ber grasp.

No school of science, no field of Speculation
Jfailed to jind a sympatbelic inferest in the
mind of @ woman whose craving for knowledge
surpassed and suppressed alf other passions.

Her fmpressions were gliways as disfinii,
and her mental vision was alkways as clear, as
ber laste was pure and delicate.

Without impairing ber sivong and precise
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individuality, she absorbed the thoughis and
learning of others az a plani absorbs sunsbine
and moisture, and ber fertile mind bore flot-
ers and fruifs whose perfume and flavor made
ber the most atfralive lo those who knew ber
best, and bad the privilege of beér companion-
ship.

The library do whick thiz Nitle volume ix
an index is the monumeni she unconsciously
grected to ber own memory.

It illustrates ber faste and ber intelligence,
and furnishes a key fo the charaeristics
which were so sirongly developed in ber Iafer
Fears.

In the possession of these books she found her
grealzst pleasure.

They refresbed ber whben she was weary;
sootbed ber when sbe was sad; relieved ber
when perplexed, and were a comfort and a
Huxury for which she would bave sacrificed any

ofber.
WiILLIAM E. CURTIS.

Waskinglon, D. C., 18gz.
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