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CUMBEFLARD RIVER ABOYE NASHVILLE, TENN.

Coxurrres o Rivens axp Harsozrs,
or REPRESENTATIVES,
Monday, January 14, 1018,

Tha committee this day met, Hon. John H. Small (chairman),
Pu'l;he“(!.'snmm Thommtwoowﬂ]baghdtohufmmﬂr.

BTATEMENT OF HDN. CALER POWERS, MEMBER OF CONGRESS
FROM EERTUCEY.

Mr, Powzns. I desire to in reference to the upper Cumber-
land, Mr. Chairman. I herdly know whether this project in which
I am interested, the cmshutmn of the upper Cumberland, from
Naslmlle to Bummde, Ky., could be called & new dpro]ect or an old
ona, !udgment is it ought to be called an ol bacause
way bs in 1886 the Congress of the United St:m tppmved the
complete mnnlmtwn of that stream, and since that date seven new
locks and dams have been built on the Tennessce gide of the Cumber-
land River, going from the Kentucky line, and one on the uj
renches of the Cumberland, at Bm'mude K The Board of -

neers for Rivers and Harbors, and the Ch E ineer of the Arx’ny.
back in 1908, I beliave it was—at any rm in that neighborhood—
recommended that no further i on the Ci land River

bemnﬂg-tthahmbntmnmth:ttme,-ndmeelhnuheena
Member of this House—I have been here eight is project
has been approved by the Chief of Engineers of the Army and by
the Bnm'd of Engineers for Rivers and Harbors, and in 1914 this
ttes recommended favorably to the House and the House

pnmd tbe bill putting the upper Cumberland back on the ma

The Caamman. That was the bill in the last session of
Congress, of coursel

Mr. Powzss. There have been two bills. One was in 1914, and in
that ﬁear this committee reported favorably $340,000, and that passed

(but was killed in the Senate by the filibuster of the

Senltur from Ohio), helping to complete Lock No. 8 on the Ten-
nesee side, and to umhnae sites for all the remaining locks and
dams on the rland River between Burnside, Ky, and Nash-
ville. Tenn.; about four on the Tennessee side tnrl six or eight on
t.he ntucky side. gress has nppxgnn nel.ghhnrhood

of $3.000,000, and tlnt hn been e in, improving the Cumber-
land River below Nash nlle,Teum. About a like sum of money, nlxwo
$3,000,000, has been appropristed and expended by Congress on
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4 CUMBEELAND RIVERE ABOVE NASHVILLE, TENN.

canalization of the Cumberland River above Nashville, Tenn. There
is & gap in there not yet completed. There is a lock and dam on the
upper reaches of the Cumberland River, 30 miles below Burnside,

!ﬁu Crarzmar. How far is Burnside above Nashville!
. Mr. Powess, Three hundred and fifty-seven miles, is my recollec-

tion,

The canalization of this river has been begun both below and above.
The usual course is to begin from the mouth and go up, but no rea-
sons exist for such a conrse on this stream becnuse &
Crescent Railroad, running from Cincinnati, and the north to Chat-
tanoogn, and the south through Burnside, lfy., goes across the head
waters of the Cumberland River at that pomt. So transportstion
facilities are furnished at the head of the river the same as at the
mouth of the river. About $6,000,000 have been expended on this
stream, going from the mouth up and the head down. There is a
siretch of territory in there that has not yet been Jocked and dammed.
It will take in the neighborhood of ten locks more to complete this
stretch of river. The locks and dams have been extel I-rﬂ
from the mouth up, for the purpose, I take it, of reaching the
conl and timber lands below B ide, and b en Burnside and
Nasghville, Tenn.

Mr. Kexxeoy. How much of the reach of the river has not been
improved in that stretch? :

Mr. Powezs. About 8 or 10 locks—T expect 100 to 150 miles, pos-
sibly.

It is especially important at this time, from the viewpoint of get-
ting mlp:cnd t};mber. If there is any one thing needed by ﬁ:s
country toward the successful prosecution of this war it is coal.
Coal is essentinl for transportation faecilities; coal is essential for
running the factories and munition plants; coal is essential for
household purposes; and if there is any one thing essential to the
81 ul prosecution of this war it is coal, and this territory is rich
in both coal and timber. I will resd to you from a report of the
Board of Engineers of Rivers and Harbors of February 4, 1014.

this report they said this:

A lorge part of this area la covered with timber of high value within
houling distance of the river, but under the existing uncertainties of navi-
gation 1t can not be economically marketed. Much of the land in the valley
and back in the hills Is fertile, but cnn not be cultivated to advantage for the
same reason, There are nlso extensive coal lands that can be made tributary
to the upper reaches of the river by short rall connectlons, and It i claimud
that these lands will be developed and that coal will be shipped out in large
quantities.

The_reason wh{ no_coal-mining operations have been put in
operation slong this river up te this time is this: The- river is
navignble four or five months out of the year, but, of course, during

summer season it is not. No coal mining operation will be set
up anlong that river, no railroads will be built out to these fine

1 ﬁelga, because to run a coal plant, you have to run it the
year round, and can not run it six months and it down the
remaining six. As soon as this river is navigable the year round
coal rninn}g operations will be put up along that river, short lines
of railroads and branches will be extended out into those rich hills,
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and it is tremendously important from that viewpoint that this
river be canalized at speediest possible moment.

There is & scope of territory down there—and I will read you a
little further about the timber directly—as large as the State of
Vermont that has not got a foot of railroad in it, not a foot. The
county of Clinton is rich in coal. ]

The Ceamman. Along what section of the upper river does that

" Lie}

Mr, Powzss, Right along this river.

The Caazman. How far above Nashvillel

Mr, Powzes. Down in Mr. Hull’s district. The railroad does not
ﬁmup as far as Lock No. 8, I think, on the Tennessee side, but it is

about Lock 8 on the Tennessee side up to Burnside, Ky. There

is & scope of territory, as I say, there as big as Vermont that has not
got a foot of railroad in the entire section.
ﬁsm Coamumax. What is the nearest railroad line'to these coal

Mr. Powzss. The nearest railroad line to these coal fields is the
Q. & C. Railroad that runs thr::.:‘fh Burnside, Ky., and Burnside is
the headwaters of navigation, , of course, as soon as this river is
canalized from Burnside on down the river, to reach these coal fields
that will be shipped up the river to Burnside, then have the outlet
north and south.

1 was n member of this committee, and I never would have left it
but for the fact that I could not hold my position here and at the
same time retain the position of leading minority member on another
important committee. I know that it has been the poliéy of this
committee to make appmf:ﬁalwns for streams along which railroads
run on either bank, and I voted for them. For instance, the Sacra-
mento River, in California. If we had a railroad running up and
down either bank of the Cumberland, I do not think I would be here
asking an sppropriation. But the equities of our case—havin,
transportation by rail, having no transportation by water—it looks
to me that it ought to appeal to the fair sense of the members of this
committee and to the Members of Co!

The Cramuan. Mr. Powers, what are the names of the princi
towns on the upper Cumberland between Naoshville and Burnside

Mr. Powzzs. %e]], the county sesi towns, Monticello, which is
the county seat of Wayne County, that is the first county down
from Burnside, and that county seat is not on the river exactly. I
do not believe there is a single county seat on the river except
Burkesville. .

. The Cmamuax. Along this riverf

Mr, Powens. Along this river. Burkesville is not exactly on it,
but right close, and Monticello is pretty ciose. 5

As to the timber in this particular scction, sccording to the census
of 1010, there were 283 acres of standing timber in Clinton
Ooun‘g, and 51,367 acres of woodland. Cumberland County had
185,700 acres of etanding timber and 95,341 acres of woodland;
ﬁ?imgau MC:unly had 86,945 acres of standing timber; Russell County

acres.

Through that section of country, which is the largest hardwood
section in the entire United States east of the Mississippi River—
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southenstern Kentucky is a tremendously rich country; the entire
State of Pennsylvania, aB it is, has only nbont 1;,000 sgquare
miles of bitumineus coal territory in the entire State. Southeastern
Kentucky has 10,000 square miles of bituminous coal territory, as
Inrf’e in vein and n'}ﬁtm‘] in quality a3 any found in the entire State
of Pennsylvania. e thing we need is an outlet; the thing we need
is transportation facilities; the thing we need is a chance to gt to
the markets of the world. You take it up in Harland County, to
illustrate: A few years ago—that is one of the counties in my
trict—there was not a single railroad touching it anywhere.

Railroads hove gone in there since that -date, up the three
forks of the Cumberland, and on the Clover Fork the railroad has
ﬂ us 7 miles within the last two or three years, and

‘and, Ky., 7 miles up that fork of the river it is virtunlly a solid
town 7 miles down, just one coal operation on top of another coal
operation; and ﬂ:u? are stretching it up 7 miles more, and five years
from to-day 14 miles up that fork of the Cumberland River will
be o solid town. There are six 5;; veins of coal under that mountain,
and they are workable veins of coal, some of them 6 or 7 feet in
thickness. It is'a wonderful country, and it is o wonderful conl
territory. I take it $3,000,000 would not have been expended on the
Cumberland below Nashville and $3,000,000 above but for the fact
of reaching this tr dous'y rich coal and timber country. Are we
going to stop; are we going to throw down and quit! We have got
to the very point of reaching what we want. Are we going to
throw up the sponge and say we will aqppmpnlte no further money,
or are we going ahead and complete it

It may not Ee germane to this subject, but in one of these little
connties here, below Burnside, Ky., the late Shelby M. Cullom. the
veteran statesman from Illinois, Was born; and in the next little
county below it, the county of Clinton, produced two governors, one
for the State of Tennessee, Gov. Benton McMillin, and Gov. Bram-
lette, of Kentucky; and another little county just below has the
uwnique distinetion of producing one governor for two States, the
State of Kentucky and one of the Western States, Montana, I be-
lieve—Preston H. Leslie.

The thing the people need is opportunities. The world needs this
coal and timber, and T trust you gentlemen can see your wav clear
to at least put in this bill an appropriation as large as we hed in
1914, which carried $340,000, to buy up these lock and dam sites and
to start this very mnch needed river imp!

Mr. Kexseny. Mr. Powers, will you allow me to ask you ome
question!

Mr. Powers. Yes, sir.

Mr. Kexneor. I notice the commerce in 1916 has fallen off very
tarzely. How do vou account for that?

Mr. Powzns, What nre the figures for 19161

Mr., Kexxeor, The figure for 1918, excluding sand and gravel. is
68 tons: the year bafore 95; the year before that 118; the year befors
that 120; and the year before that 165, 2

Mr. Powers. Yon mean what is the particular thingt

Mr. Kexneor, What is the couse? .

Mr. Powess. What is the particular thing to which you have

reference
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