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INTRODUCTION.

PorrTicsu Poems, like * straws thrown up to
show which way the wind blows™, are especially
valuable for the inmight they give na to the aiate
of party or popular feeling at the period when they
wore written. Tn the early antires levelled against
the excesses of the nobles and the unrighteousness
of the clergy, we can trace fully that strong pent-
up, never-varying desire for civil and religious
liberty, which through the middle ages never slopt,
and ultimately triumphed. Again, what so vividly
brings to the imagination of the student, the men
and measures of the great civil war in England,
aa the plain cutepoken biting satires and ballads
of the time, with all their coarse vigour and
unmistakable vraisemblance? The pagos of the
bistorian may gravely state facts more or leas
tinged by partizanship ; but the ballads and satires
of the day bring ue persopally aecquainted with
the men, in all their most minute peculiarity of
habit and appearancs, and furnish ws with a clve
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to the popular estimation they were held in, by
giving us the motives for actions which were
generally imputed to them.

Of this fact, the ensuing pages bear ample wit-
ness. The modern reader, who for the first time
peruses the extravagant laudations of a murderer
like Felton, laudationa emenating not from the
rabble, but from theeducated and the poeticclasses,
would indesd foel great surprise, if he did not
know how strongly popular opinion throughout
the country had set against the murdered Duke
of Buckingham ; and how loudly, continuously,
and bitterly he bad been condemned, in prose and
rhyme, as the unworthy favourite of sovereigne
whose actions he roled to the min of the country.

There waa certainly no man sgaingt whom the
ghafts of sative fell more continuously than thia
celebrated favourite: while hia death seemed to
excita the general attention of all who eould rhyme.
Ae our published Collections of Political Postry
of an early kind elose previous to this period, and
the later ones begin with the eivil war, the present
will supply a loowns, and help to make the series
more complete. It is & contribution, however
small, to the history of the age.

Buckingham's murder was the first great home
event in one of the most aventful reigns recorded
in English history, The prime favourite of two
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sovereigne for many years, he had a0 conduveted
himeelf as to give great umbrage to the people;
and the opinion generally beld of him is expressed
in the strong and coarse comment, current toward
the end of hia career, and which appears on our
title-page.

George Villiers, (afterwards Duke of Bucking-
ham), the youngest son of Sir Edward Villiers of
Brookesby in Luiceeterahirve, firet made his appear-
ance at the oourt of James I in 1614 ; and the
political intriguers of the day eet him up in
opposition to the declining favourite Somerset. He
wa# a man of attractive personsl appearance, had
beem edueated in the French court, and at onee
fascinated the weak monarch, and rapidly made
way in his affsctiona.  He heaped honours on him*
and his family, and Villiers rose as fast as
Somerset fell ; ultimately becoming more powerful
than the latter nobleman, and as great a favonrits

* He waa firet installed ae cup-henmr to the king, then
made master of the horse, soon afterwards created Earl of
Buckingham, ultimately marqnis ; the brave Howard, whe
had commanded the fleet ngainst the Spanich Armada, being
compelled to retira on & penslon, his place wus given o
Villiers, who beume lord high sdmiral ; to which wae after-
wards added the poats of warden of the cinque ports, chief
justics in ayre of all the parls and foreats aouth of Trent,
magter of the King's-bench office, high steward of West-
minster, and constable of Windeor Castle,
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with the Prince Charles as he was with the
king. He made use of his position to aggrandize
himeelf and family with all rapidity, and bore
himself with great hauteur even to such men as
the Lord Chaneellor Bacon, who was compelled to
dance attendance for days together in his ante-
chamber among his sexvants, “sitting upon an
old wooden chest, with his purse and seal lying by
him on that chest.™ His brothers and male re-
latives were married to heiresses, {sometimes
compuleorily), and the female branches to the
richest and noblest of the aristocracy; while
all alike trafficked in titlss and places, lodging
about the covrt and making the most of their
luerative interest.

But though this excited the jealousy of the
eourtiers, the people in general were not thoroughly
ronzed againat the favorite, until he had fomented
the Quixetic expedition of Prince Charles into
Spain, and ascompanied him thither. The popular
diglika to the Spanish mateh was intense, and the
fear of popish innovation excessive; the favourite
was, therefore, loudly condemned by all ;% at the

% Ho saye Bir Anthony Welden, who was an eye-witneas of
his degradation : “ where trencher-serapers and lackeye at-
tended ™.

+ James appears to have been a8 uneasy as the rest about
Charles's pafe return, and he ordeved the elergy to pray
earnestly for it,bat © not to prejudicate the prince's journey




