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PREFACE.

AT this time, the one hundredth anniversary
of the adoption of the Federal Constitution, it
seems peculiarly fitting that we pause a while,
to take a retrospective view, of the interesting
scenes which were enacted in that eventful
drama, and to contemplate the masterful
structure then reared by the wise and inspired
men of that remarkable epoch.

During the past century, under the benign
influence and polity embodied in that beauti-
ful organism, 2 mighty nation has been estab-
lished to give the world assurance of the
stability and grandeur of the representative
system.

It is not my aim, in the following Essay, to
attempt or even propose any innovations upon
the system thus established, nor to strike out
any new path, with any hope, the most vision-
ary, of improvement, but rather to present

in a small compass, and in as clear a light as
¥
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possible, an outline of the origin, growth, and
principles of constitutional liberty as enunci-
ated by the Federal Constitution. '

If the reader shall find aught in the Essay
from which he may discern a clearer vision of
the circumstances which led to the develop-
ment and consummation of the system, or be
inspired thereby with a loftier admiration of
the representative principle, and shall reap the
benefit that for his reading he deserveth, my
labors and hopes will have been amply re-

warded.
JorNn F. BAKER,

Wew Yo, April, 1887,




CONTENTS.

FRELIMINARY ORSERVATIONS i f i . T
I
Earry HisTorY oF THE COLONIES i " i . B
1I.
Cavses WHICH LED T THE DECLARATION oF INDE-
FENDENCE . - " . . . ' « 15
111
Tue UniTED STATRES UNDER THE CONFEDEBATION . 27
Iv.
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CORSTITUTION 3 ¢ .53
V.
CHARACTER OF THE FHDERAL GOVERNMENT | . . 41
VI.
SoME OF THE POWERS UNDER THE CONSTITUTION . 83
VI
THE Co-0RTMKATE DEPARTMENTS OF GOVERNMEKT . 0OF
VIIL
CauseEs WHICH MAY ENDANCER THE FEDERAL Gov-
ERNMENT—CONCLUSION . . . . .« . 77
APFENDIX . 5 ; - . . . . « G§
The Constitution of the United States, with 21l of
the Amendments thereto; including foot-notes of
judicial decisions wpon the same.
INDEX . 4 5 3 : = = B s . 119

il



