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BRIEF NARRATIVE OF FACTS

THE NEW ORPHAN HOUSES,
(ror 1,150 CHILDREN),

ON ABHLEY DOWN, BRISTOL,
AND
THE OTHER OBJECIS

OF THE

Seriptural FKnoboledge Fnstriution
FOR HOME AND ABROAD.

BY

GEORGE _ijﬁLLER.

This Narrative containa the Recordyof the Period ) from May 26, 1866,
to May 26, 1867, and ecnstitutes the TWENTY-EIGHTH REFPORP
of the Proceedings of the sbove Lonetitution.
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NOTICE TO THE READER

TaE reader who desires to have a minute aceount of the Seriptural’
Knowledge Institution from the commencement, and, in particular,
respecting the Orphan Establishment, will find it in ** A Narrative
of some of the Lord’s dealings with George Miiller,” Nishet,
London (to be had through any bookseller). Sixth edition.
Three Parts. 604 pages. Price 3s.6d. These three parts contain
the Life of the Author before his conversion, the circumstances
under which be was converted, the reason of his coming to England,
the aceount of the Lord’s dealings with him since he has been in
England, meny answers to prayer with respect to his own personal
oircumatances, and the whole account of the Scriptural Knowledge
Institution up to July 14, 1844, from whenee the Fourth Part,
published, at Nisbet’s, London, in 1856, 402 pages, forming a
second volume, price 2s. 6d., earries on the Narrative to May 26,
1856. By sending Ge. in Postage Stampa to Mr. James L. Stanley,
Manager of the Bible and Tract Warehouse of the Seriptural
Knowledge Institution, No. 34, Park-street, Bristol, both volumes
will be sent postage free. Bhould the reader desire any of the last
eighteen Reports, they may yet be obtained, through a book-
seller, from Mesars. Nisbet & Co., or post free from Mr. Stanler,
by sending the money in postages to him.

It has repeatedly bappened that donors have not known my
address, though it has been given gt the end of each Report, and
1 have therefore been desired to give it hers, in complinnce with
which T request that all lettera for me be addressed to my private
dweliing, No. 21, Paul-street, Kingsdown, Bristol.

Geora Mittza.



BRIEF NARRATIVE OF FACTS

RELATIVE TO THE

NEW ORPHAN HOUSES AND THE OTHER OBJECIS

aF

@he Seriptural Rnofuledge Insfitution

FOR HOME AND ABROAD.

As year after year passes, I feel, on the one hand, more and more
the so]emniii:' of writing these BReports, on account of the wide
eirculation they have, and am, therefore, continually led to the
Lord for help; yet, on the other hand, my heart is encouraged
to do this part of my work jo{t':;z:clly, because of the abundant bless-
iﬁ‘hm it has pleased the to cause to rest upon these pam-
phleta ; and because I have, in this way, the great honour of being
permitted so widely to sound forth the praises of the Lord, in
apeﬁkin¥ well of His nome.

The Tnstitution of which this Twenty-Eighth Report gives an
aceount, hae been more than Thirty-three years in operation, bavin
been formed on March 5th, 1834. Ite bepinning was most smu.lf
but it hos since then been almost year by year enlarged, and that
to such an extent, as that the expenditure in connexion therewith,
during the past year, of which this Report speaks, amounted to
£34,8490. 0s. 8d. To large houses of business, or even to some
private weaithy individuals, this sum mey not upﬁnr a very large
one ; but it is to be kept before the Reader, that the means to meet
such an expenditure are obtained simply by asking God to work in
the hearts of His stewards to help us; for in no case is an appeal
made to any individual for help. m this we abstain, not that we
consider it sinful in itself to apply to individual belicvers for help in
the caiise of Christ; but, becauss one of the e ial reasons for the
formation of this Institution, and especially of that of the Orphan
‘Work, was, that it might be seen to the glory of God, how much
can be accomplished simply through the instrumentality of prayer
and fuith ; in order that thua there might be, in this work, a witnesa
to the faithfuluess of God for the believer, and that the unbeliever
might see, in it, the reality of the things of God, snd thus be led
to seek Him while He ia to be found,
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Before entering upon the different parts of the Beport, I notice

a fow out of t;hils mnn{l eapwnl;h blesaings, n;.amas.m osnd anewers to
rayer, granted to us during the past year, for encouragement
g&'ﬁ: rigtian readers.

When the Cholern appeared in England, during the snmmer of
1866, snd when there were even some casea in Bristol, it had been,
from the commencement, our special prayer, that, if it might be, the
Lord would mercifully shield the Orphan Houses against this
fearful disesse. And so He did. Not a single instanee occurred.
We bad, bowesor, many applieations for the admission of children,
who had Jost both parents :;' Cholera, snd in one single letter
23 ];uch cht;ldmn wers & pli]:l for. o ke

aring the past year the Hoopin ugh again outamo
the Orpglns. We asked the Lord, that, ifitmha. He woul
E;:]cions]y prevent the spreading of this trying iy ; and He did

very pitifully with us; only 8 children, out of ail the bundreds
under our eare, took the disease,

During the summer and autumn of 1866 we had alsc the measles
at all the three Orphan Houses. After they had made their
appearance, oor especial prayer was, 1, That there might not be
too many children ill ot one timo in this diseass, so that our
accommodation in the Infirmary roome or otherwise might be
sufficient. This prayer was answered to the full ; for though we
bad at the New Orphan House No. I not less than 88 cases, in
No. 1I altogether 111, and in No. IXI altogether 68, yet God so
graciously was pleased to listen to our uupﬁ‘ie:lﬁunu, a8 that when
ur apare rooms were filled with the invaelida, He so long stayed
the spreading of the measles till a sufficient numnber were restored,
80 a8 to meke room for others, who were taken ill. 2, Further
we Enred, that the children who were taken ill in the measles,
mig t bo safely brought through and not die. ‘Thus it was. We
had the full apewer to our prayers; for though 262 children
altogether had the measles, not one of them died. 3, Lastly we
prayed, that no evil physical consequences might follow this disease,
as i 80 often the case ; this was also granted.  All the 262 children
mot only recovered, but did well afterwards. 1 gratefully record
this signal werey and blessing of God, and this full and preeious
answer to prayer, to the honour of His name.

During the whole year, of which this Report treats, we have
been mercifully preserved from trying infectious fevers. 1 f‘nb-
fully mention this particular merey of Grod, to the praise of His
name.

Thera never waa a yesr, sincs this work has been in existence,
that our eurrent expenses were so greut as during the past year,
which was occasioned by the high price of provisions, ete. ; added
to this, the three Qrphan Housea have been taxed, with all the
ordinary City taxes, which for more than 80 years before, while the
Orphan Work was in operation, bad not been the case. But while,
on the one hand, our outgeings were greater than ever they had
buen, since the Gth of March, 1834, our income too was greater



than during any ﬂmfinu year, since the Institution had been in
existence; w y God not only has sgain shown how abla He
is to meet the increase of expenses in connexion with His work,
but He is, us it were, likewise saying to me, I will also provide
means, when the two new houses, now in course of erection, shall
have been filled with destitute Orphans.

‘We record it as 8 warked blessing from God, that we have had
no difficulty during the past year, nor for a number of years
in placing out the Orphans, when ready to leave the Institution;
but have bad far more spplications for apprentices and servants,
than we were able to supply.

I cannot pass over noticing especially the small number of
deathe we bave had during the past year among the Orphans.
Only eleven have died, out of lga who were under our care
from May 26, 1866, to May 26, 1867. When it ie considered,
that by far the greater part of these Orphans lost one or both
parents in consumption, and that, therefore, almost all inherit from
their parents a weak constitution; we bave especial cause for
thanktulness in the smelluess of the number of deaths. We
indeed see, on the one hand, the importance of cleanlinesas,
regular habits, wholesome food, and suitable clothing with regard
to these children ; and we are, moreover, fully eonvinced, that for
want of these requisites, 8o many tems of thousands of the
children of the poor go to an early grave; yet, on the other hand,
we do own the gracious blessing of God upon these means, which
are used for the preservation of the health and life of these
children.

The greatest of all the blessings, however, which it pleased
the Lord to bestow upon us in connexion with this Institution,
in apewer to daily prayer, was the mighty awakening among the
Orphana, which oceurred while I was writing the last Report, and
to which I then referred, though etrictly spesking it belonged to
the year from May 26, 1866, to May 26, 1867. This was the
greatest spiritual blessing we ever have had among the Orphans,
at one time, the precious reaults of which continne up to this day.

The total income for the various Ubjects of the Institution
amounted, duriog the past year, to £32,514. 19s. 4d.; and there
has eome in, since the commencement of the work, altogeiher
Three Hundred and Sixty-Nine Thousand Pounds, by which sum,
gince that time, sbove Sixteen Thousand children or grown up
persone have been tanght in the various Schools, entirely sup-
ported by the Institution; more than Forty-Two Thousand Copies
of the Bible and nearly Thirty-Foor Thousand New Testaments,
and above Ten Thousand Peelms and other smailer portions of the
Heoly Beriptures, in various langusges, have been cireulated since
the formation of the Institution; and about Twenty-Nine Millions
of Tracts and Baoks, likewise in several languages, have been
circulated. There have been, likewise, from the commencement,
Missionaries aseisted by the funds of the Institution, and of late
years more than One Hundred snd Twenty in number.  On this
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Object alone Seventy Thousand Seven Hundred and Forty One
Pounde have been expended from the beginning. Also™ 2263
Orphans have been under our care, three large houses, at an ex-
penze of about Bixty Thousand Pounds, bave been erected, fitted
up and furnished, and two other houses are now being built for
850 more Orphans. With regard to the spiritual results, eternity
alone can unfold them; yet, evenin so far as we have already seen
fruit, we have abundant cause for praise and thanksgiving.

In the last Report but one I stated at length the reasons which
had led me to adopt the plan of issuing a supplement to the
Report, printed only for the donors who bave contributed during
the year to which the Report refers, which suppleément contains
sn account of every item in money and articles contributed
throughout the whole year, under the initiala of the donors, or
their place of sbode, or otherwise, aa they themselves wished it,
without, however, in any one instance giving the pames of the
donore; for 1 have gl along deeired to hold out no inducement
to the contributing for the sake of applause. I feel grateful for
every donation, even the smallest ; but if Tens of Thousands of
Pounds eould be obtained, by holding out such an inducement,
God continuing to help me, as he has done hitherto in this matter,
it would oot be held out.

To save needless expense, there will be only one copy sent of this
u.upﬂismeut to the Eeport, though there should be several domors
in the same family, who all contribute through one individual ; and
the donor, through whom they contribute, and to whom therefore
this supplement is sent, is respectfully requested to have the kind-
pess to show 1% to the other donors, so that each may thus be
satigfied, that his or her donation ie accounted for. In case of
anonymoug donors, their donatione are accounted for in this sup-
plement, as the other donations, to be found under the date on
which they came to hand, and under the nb'jscl- for which they
were eontributed ; but if the application was left to me, then they
must look for the date under tge different headings for the various
objecta of the Institution. y

e order, which I purpose to follow in writing the Report, is
the same which has been adopted in former years,—viz,, I shall
" firgt refer to mattere connected with the present contemplated
enlargement of the Orpban work ; then give a few specimens as
to the manner in which it pleased the Lord to supply me with
‘means for the School—, Bible—, Miesionary— and 'Iract Fund;
'mext, give also some specimens as to the manner in which means
eame 1u for the support of the 1304 Orphans who were under our
care during the past year; and lastly, enter upon the operations
of the varieus objects of the Seriptural Knowledge Inmstitution
themselves, But as this Report is intended for the spiritual
benefit of the reader, 2o, a2 God ehall help me, the whole will be
interspersed with practical remarks, as either the subjects or dates
may lead to them, though these remarks shonld not be immediately
connected with giving an account of my stewardship.
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1. Donations given fowards the Building Fund of the infended
New Orphan Houses, No. 4 and No. 5, for Eight Hundred
and Fifly Poor Children, bereaved of BotH Parents by death.
Practical Remarks, Letters from Donore and Orphans, fe.

In the twenty-second Report I pave, ab lemgth, the reasons
which led me to decide on & still further enlargement of the
Orphan work, so that the present accommodation for 1150
Orphans might be extended to that for 2000. The readers, who
are u uminted with these ressons, are respectfully informed,
that the Report, which contains them, may yet be obtsined, I
-ean here ooly repeat, that, after much prayer and exercise of mind,
1 determined, in dependance on the Living God alone, my never-
failing Friend and Helper, to go forward, though this contemplated
enlargement would require not less than Fifty Thousand Pounds;
andaiﬁugh the current expenses for the work, already in existence,
were becoming larger anﬂg;rge'r. In the last Report, the twenty-
geventh, T showed how it had plessed the Lord to help me m
-connexion with this object, and that I had in hand on May 26,
1866, £ 34,002, 2s. v

The position in which T was, at the commencement of the last
period, with this £34,002, 2s. 04d. in hand for the Building Fund,
was thig, that | had been sble to sign the contraet for the New
-Or%k:n Houee No. 4, and that house had also been commenced
on May 7, 1866; but T wantad about £7000. more, in order to be
able to meet the expenses for the contract of No. 5, the signing of
the contract for this fifth house having been, by agreement between
the contractors and myself, made to stand over till Jan. 1, 1867.
I might have signed the contract for No. 5, without having the
whole smount of the money in hand, and said to meself that the
Lord would send me the means, before what had in hand
(£34,000.) was sctually ded on the buildinga, which would be
encough for about 18 monthe; but I adhered to the prineiplo on
which I had slways acted in reference to this Institution, vis.
never to go in debt, even for the work of God, T had, on the con-
trary, slways said this to myself, Just becavse it is the work of
God, if indeed Tam the person who has to do this work, and if His
owa time is come, I may expect to be supplied with means; bubif,
for the time being, 1 have not the means, it i plain, that I
am either not the person to do the work, or the Lord's time isnot

et come. On this ground I did »ot sign the contract for No. 5,
‘but preferred, to the honour of the Lord, to wait yet further on
Him in fntiant, bclievinf. and exFedinghpﬂier, until He should
baz::me to give me all I required, that thue I might honour Him
in this jculsr. And now see, dear Header, how abundantly
the Lord recompensed my qluiet. patient waiting.

In the following pages only some of the donations are referred
to, by which ilgllemed the Lord to help me further with means for
the Building Fund, merely as specimens; but every one of them
anay be seen recorded in the Supplement.



