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The Ring's Court of Breat Sessions
n Wales,

By W. LLEWELYN WILLTAMS. K.{'. M.T.,
Treirder of e f '.I'F_.l,f af f'r.f.l'.l'}:ﬂ'-.

CoxTeEsTs.—Indvadoefion (o Vi b Jurinliction of #he Canet of feval
Seasiond (o ) 0L Offcers o the Comet (p, b 0. SEed sy
Cheenges (P AT dv. Refations aitfoother Comte {p 02 v olhafi-
Lo ol Lhe Comeed of Hdvvat Seesfons (p T4 s vl The Reesrds (o 2ih;
vil, Anthorifice en Welah Praciice {p. 20

IsTrovuerioN,

Waexs Parliowent deeided in the reiem of Henpy VI
to pxtend the laws and constitadion of Euskusd Lo the
Principality of Wales, the prospect that awaited the
experiment was rloomy and wneertain, Tt waz eazy o
ordain that the Lord Chancellor shonld appoint Justices
al the Peace for the cight aneient connties of the Irin-
eipality il for the Palatine Coomty of Chesler <o the
intent that one Order of ministering of Lis Laws shoull
e hanl observed and vsed in the same as o the other
places of this Healm of England 35 had aal veed " 3 but
it requirad no little daving to intraduce the systew into
Wales, Lo a document among the State Papers the King
wis warned as lite as L3S nol fo appoint Tustices for
e threee ancient eounties of North Wales ‘viz, Anclesea.
Carnarvon, and Merioneth), for they would be dangerons,

UThe substance of this paper wos delivered hifore the Hononee
abile Society of Cymmrodorion at 20, Hanover Sipuoro, in July 1001,
Chairman s The Bizht Hone D Llogd George. M1

27 Hen, VI e 5,
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2 Fhe Ning's Conrt of

partinlity would increase, the inhahitants were poor and
guarrelsome, aml most of the gentlemen were ©hearers
of thieves and migruled people™ I in the Welsh
“shiro-ground” where the law had been administered
by the King's Justices for two centurtes and a half, the
appoitment of Justices of the Peace was viewed with
dismnay, what conld be expeeted to happen in the rest of
the unhappy country where, necording to Bishop Rowland
Low, President of the Council of the Marehes, there wepre
very few Welsh in Wales above Breekuock who have
10 i L, soned thedr diseretion i3 less than their land™.°
Yet the Act of Union (27 Hen. VITT, . 26) contemplated
a still further extension of the cxperiment, for many of
the Lordszhips Marcher, where hitherto the King's writ
did wot run, were albded (o <the cight ancient connties™,
20 as fiv constitute the geczraphieal avea lnown as Wales
and Mommaonthshive, ad 1o all of the added aven Jostices
of the Teaee would have fo be appointod.  Tallwn has
quoted, with perdonable mdicnation,  the  deseription
civen by Sir Thomas Smith” of the attempts made by Lhe
Tudors to enetail the mdependence of Teial by Jory,—
“the stanlard veeomd of primeval fiberty ™. In Wales
and the Marches the partinlity of jories in enses of felony
and murvder had Tecome o notorions that m 133 Ean At
of Parlinment was passed which ronndly stoted that jueies
bt been o =aborned Lo m‘{llﬁt divers murderers, Felons,
wind aceessories ™, and cusmeted that if such o jury acquitiol
a felon or murderer, comtrary to wood el pregnant
evidencen, the Judge micht bind them to appewe hefore
the Presilent and Counetl of the Marehes. who were

Slnmir e, S 40 Hlew, VELE =i, B565,

S8 P, TTen, YVILL

© A i aeea R -:f‘ Fawiplvvand byewske 10, wo b,

V Hallio's Mesdary of Euglvad, po A9 {1RT] i),
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authovised to commit them to preison,’  Te oot least two
ingtaunecs  Bishop Rowlied  Lec, as Dresident of  the
Couneil, ot the Act into 1rlwl‘n“1 ae I 1388, he tnformasd
Cromwell that a Cheshire grand jury #had found murders
to be manslanghters and viots to be mishehaviowrs", and
had lwen sent to prison “for their lightoess®™® (On
another oecasion n Gloncestershive jury wore *cossed vood
fines™ for mishehaviour in u Welsh abdoction eage.” Yot
it wis af thiz pericd, when the sanetity of Trial by Jury
was Deing invadind by the high-handed interforence of th
Star Chamber and the row-Leating of the Judees,—uan
in the easze of Walez and the Marches by Statute—thal
the gystem waz extended to the most disturbed and law.
less portions of what 1= now known as the Privcipality of
Wales. Tt was little wonder that Bishop Lee was dis-
tracted at the prospeet. He was convineed that the time
was not opportune for the oreat cxpevineent whicl lLad
been sanctioned by Parliament. DBy the Common Law
things s0 far oul of order ean never be pedressed” lie
savd, I oa sentonee  which  sunnnarised the absolndist
doctrine of Tudor and Stuart statesmen.'  “I0 one thief
shall try another™ he protested, =all we have becun is
fivedone.”™  Even as late as April 11, 1310, in the very
last of his extant letters to Cromwell, he protested against
Denbigh-land being transformed into - zhive-gronmd ™.

As it to render the issue still more Inrl-q_'nrii'l-u;:.h t e
Government associated Lthe experiment with revolutionaey
mnovations.  Wales was probably the most Catholic part
of the King's dowinions: the nomerons monastic houses

Lo e, VIIL, o 4.

E Letters wud Laperay, How VILL Jaly 17, 15495,

¥, Fob, 225, 1605,

L8N Hen, VILL vol, xiil, pe i, 1417,

= Ml %, 454,
% Guirdoer, & 4G xe, 400,
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were the bomes of Welsh poctey il letters, the nursing-
wround of Welsh culture:’ but the old faith was banished
and the rveligious honges dissolved. The Aet of Uniow,
while according to Wales Parlimnentary representation
and equal laws with England. made English the official
lnpuage, thongh Welsh was almost universally spoken
thronghout Wales and the Mareles, and it enlively
abolished  Welsh  laws  and  usages.  Chapuys, the
buperiu]l Ambassadeor, spoke of the idistress among the
Welgh, * from whom, by Act of Parlinment, the King has
nst taken away their native laws, customs, auld privilegos,
vhich is the very thing they can endure least patientiy ™.
The substitution of the English law of prinogeniture for
savelkind, aud of the English Lor the Welsh systom of
land tenore, broveht home the meaning and effeet of these
changes to cvery houschold,  Ln addition to these dJdiffi-
enlties, which in themselves micht well hive seemed to
Heary's Ministers to be msurmountalle, there was the
sorions deawbhack of a lack of wiformity in leeal admini-
atration,  “The Palatinates (of Glamorgan and Pem-
broke) were governed by the Lows and enstoms of England;
the Marches by the fer of comsuetude Mareline’;® the old
““shire-gvonnd 7, consisting of Anglesea, Carnarvon, and
Merioneth in North Wales, and Cardigan and Carmarthen
i Sonth Wales, were administered, as far as might be. as

P e, egn, = Hen Gwndidan ™, By Hopeyn o] Cadeawsd, which
toem with allinsions Lo the loss sustained Ly the bavds throogh the dis-
solution of the menasteries,  Llolsins Cradoe Tewatls the destroction
of Marzmn Abbey in the followieg striking slaugis (pye =%, xxd))

ALargam, pwie ui s ergyd—a I hla Sde Hawld  bordd el
HILVILS hirddyag— lellach
Mae gofal yu aothlyd, E ballodad nawedid o myss.
Prows b mnymesd a'i borwwad, Trwuy ar vin iaith yw'r tevmysg,

—Dhtlanbel e 3 Feeh] § gl Traiz rhiyiedd o diwodd dysg.”
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