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THE GOSPEL FOR
AN AGE OF DOUBT



PREFACE
TO THE SIXTH EDITION

Two vears have passed sinee this book was
first printed. A new edilion iz now prepared
for popular use by leaving out the appendix
and making the volume smaller.

Iu wriling a new preface, 1 am glad of the
opportunity to ocxpress my sineere graritude to
the many friemds who have given the hook a
welcome indifferent parts of the world, and luve
Lranslated its message into other languages. 1
wish to acknowledge slso the henefit received
frow those Inlelligont critics who have poinled
oub some of its fanlts and shorteomings, and
to make some bwiel reply Lo those other erilies
who have mizconecived its purpose and misrep-
resented its meaning.  But most of all T would
like to say a word to make the spirit and aim
of the book more clear, and 8o to bring it into
touch with the personal life of those into whose
hands it may fall.

It was written in the form of a course of
loctures on preaching, on the * Lyman Beecher

xili



xiv Preface

Foundation,” and delivered before the divinity
students of Yale University. DBut the aim of
these lectures was not to teach the art of making
sermons. It was to accentuate the trulh that
the question, What to preach, comes first, and the
question, Ilow to preach, comes afterwards. A
man must have a distinet message, clear and
lnminous to his own soul, —a megsage which
comes to him with a joyful sense of newness
and demands utterance, —- Lie must feel the liv-
ing fitness of this precise wessage to the needs
of the world, befors he can leaen to deliver
it with freedom amd power.

The study of theology as a scienee is a very
important study. The training of men in the
art of preaching is a very valuable discipline.
But the vital experienee of faith s deeper and
broader than the theories of theology., The
arl of preaching is worth little unless it serves
to emrich and ennoble the larger art of living,
Reljgion is the.seeret-ofuthis larger art of Liv-
ing.  And the power of religion to inspire and
g‘ﬂiule men to purer, stronger, happier, more
beautiful lives, does not depemnl upon the modes
and forms in which it is preached, but simply
upon the concrete gospel, the good news about
God and the world, which it brings into their
hearts,
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The audience in the Yale chapel appealed to
me less as students of theology, than as young
men with a life to live and a work to do in the
modern world, in the present age. Around
them I felt the pressure of those great, myste-
rious forces which are silently changing the
gurrent of human thought and the face of
Lhuman society. Dehind them I saw the wider
cirele of the young men and women of the new
generation, the children of this age, born into
the turmoil and conlosion, the intellectual stress
and storm, of a period of tranpsition. IL was to
this wider cirele that 1 really wanted to speak,
throngh the divinity students who composed
the immediate andience. I wianded to tell the
mwen who were sludying for the ministry thot
they must not let themselves be educated out
of sympathy with the modern world; that they
must understand the trials and difficnltics of
the present age in order to serve it effectively;
that they must keep in touch with living men
and women, oulside of the eircle of faith as
well as within it, if they wished to help them.

Dut more than this. I wanfed io show that
there is a message of religion especially fitted
to mect the necds of our times. There iz an
aspect of Christianity whicl comes to the world
to-day as glad tidings. There is a newness in
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the old gospel which shines out like a sunrise
upon the darkness and despondency that over-
ghadow 0 much of modern Life. This aspect
of Christianity centres in the person of Jesus
Christ, ng the human life of God. This new-
ness of the gospel lies in helieving in Him as s
real man, in whose songhip the Fatherhood of
God 15 revealed and wade certain to all men.
And the power of this message to enrich and
ennoble life lies in the facl thal Lthose who
reccive it are set free from a threefold bond-
age : fiesl, from the Leavy thought that they
are crealurves of necessity whose aetions and
destiny are dotermined by heredity and en
vironment ; second, from the hauniing [ear that
the world is governed by blind chanee or brute
force : and (hivd, from the curse of sin, which
is gelfishness.  To see Christ as the true Son of
God and the brother of all wen, 18 to be sure
that the soul is {ree, and that God is good, and
that the end of life is noble service.

This is the message that T wanted to deliver
in this book, as the true gospel for an age of
doulit.

The title has been misunderstood by some of
the eritics who have read it, apparently without
going any further into the book. They have
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taken it as if it were an arraignment of the
present age for irreligion and infidelity. They
have resented it as if it were a confession of
the decline of Christianity. They have found
fault with the writer for a want of sympathy
with the intelloctual perplexilies of the men
and women of to-day, and a lack of insight into
their spiritual life and moral purposes.

It secins strange that any one should make
such a eriticism.  The answer to it may be
found in the first chapler, where I have tried
to draw the distinction between doubi and
infidelity. Dut in order Lhat there may be no
room [or mistake, [ will say what 1 mean again,
and yet more clearly.

In ealling the present “an age of doubt,” T
do ool tmean {hat it is the only age in whiech
doubt has been prevalent, nor that donbt is the
only characteristic of the age. I mean simply
that it is one of Lthose periods of human history
in which the swlden expangion of knowledze
amd the breaking-up of ancient moulds of
thought lave produced a prefound and wide-
spread fecling of uncertainty in regard to the
subject of religion. The remarkable achieve-
ments of the eritical method as applied to
philogsophy, history, and literature, have led
men to ask whether it may not be applied in
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the same way to theology, and to take it for
granted that the result must be destructive.
The difficulty of adjusting the new discoveries
of science to the established forms of theo-
logical doctrine, has produced in some reluctant
and irritable minds a disposition to resent all
seientilie research, and to denounce it as atheis-
tic. But in a far greater number of minds it
has hegotten a wisgiving, that if religion needs
to defend iisell by denying [nels it must stand
on @ very inscenre foundation, There is 2
large class of people, thoughtful, earnest, sin-
cere, who live under the sladow of  this
misgiving. They want religion, They are
attravted by s spiritnal ideals, by its moral
inspiration, But they lesitate fo aceept it
at least in its Cliristian form, for fear that
it may not be reasomable. The questioning
temper holds possession of their minds. Their
attitude toward religious things is interroga-
tive. The secular spirit insensibly gains do-
minion  over Lheir thoughts and feelings,
They grow weary of asking quesiions which
geem to find no answer. The influence of the
areat mass of popular literature in which
religion is practically ignored, tends to foster
the impression that it is a subject in regard to
which certainty is neither necessary nor attain-



