SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS AND
ADVICES, FOR THE USE OF
COMMUNICANTS, IN PREPARING THEIR
HEARTS, AND EXCITING THEIR AFFECTIONS,
ON SACRAMENTAL OCCASIONS. AND, A
CHRISTIAN DIRECTORY; PP. 1-267



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649696956

Sacramental Meditations and Advices, for the Use of Communicants, in Preparing Their Hearts,
and Exciting Their Affections, on Sacramental Occasions. And, a Christian Directory; pp. 1-267
by John Willison

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



JOHN WILLISON

SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS AND
ADVICES, FOR THE USE OF
COMMUNICANTS, IN PREPARING THEIR
HEARTS, AND EXCITING THEIR AFFECTIONS,
ON SACRAMENTAL OCCASIONS. AND, A
CHRISTIAN DIRECTORY; PP. 1-267

ﬁTrieste






m—g\—r_—————

" SACRAMENTAL

MEDITATIONS AND ADVICES,
! FOR THE USE OF COMMUNIOANTS,

IN PREPARING THEIR NEARTS, AND EXCITING THEIR
AFFEQTIONZ, ON BACRAMENTAL OCCASIONS,

AND,
A CHRISTIAN DIRECTORY,

CORSIATING OF FORTY BORIFTURE DIRECTIONS, PROFER FOR

F]

ALL THOJE INTENDING HEAVEN,

BY
THE REV. JOHN WILLIBON,
- F

LATE MINIATER OF THE GOBPEL, DUNDEE.

ABERDEEN :
GEOCRGE & ROBERT KING,
87. WIHOLAS STREET,

1854



12857 €, 5

I R BDq—g},f:.

Tl

PREFACE

Tanm eternal Bon of Ged, when taking leave of an un-
grateful world, institoted the sacrament of the supper as
alively resemblanes and memorial of his bloody snfferings
sod death in the reom of bis people ; and also to be n
bright and lasting evidence of the amaszing love of God
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, to perishing sinners.

As God opee sent his Son into the world in a lowly
habit, clothed with buman flesh, to save sinners; so now
ho sends him in & homely drese, clothed with the elements
of bread and wime, to asenre us of his love, and to en-
gage us to come to him. Kings expeet that their children
will be respected, thomgh their officers be neglected.
* Burely (saith God) they will reverence my Son ;" they
will make him weloome, and hearken to him.

In this most sugust ordinance of the New Teslament
ihe great Grod approaches very mear to us, and we to him ;
and yet it is to be deeply regreited, that many who pro-
fess to believe this, come to it with so little thonght and
preparation, and with so much indifference and carsless-
ness of apirit. Oh, shall wo ventura sc near the great
God, who is inflnitely boly, in whose sight the heavens

* aro not pure, and in whose presence the sun and siars are

dimmed, and the brightest seraphim do gather in their
wings, and secount themselves as little flies before him;
and shall we, who are creatares to mean aad so vile, be
eareless and unooneerned, when we make the nearest ap-
proach to this great and holy God that we can make on
thie side heaven.

Ought_we not to go blushing, ashamed, and deeply
bumbled on many accounts, and particolarly for our in-
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iv. PREFACE.

gratitnde for redesming love, that love * which passeth
koowledge,” and for our ecntempt of ' God's nnspenk-
able gift,"—the greatest sin in the world ; yea, we shonld
go wondering that we are ont of hell, for many thousands
are burniog there who have mot sinned a0 beimously, in
making light of precious Ohrist, as we have done.

Moreover, Beader, eonsider if you go to this ordinanes
unpreparedly, or with indifference, you mot only make
light of the Lord Jesns Christ, but you are “pguilty of
the bedy and blood of the Lord,” 1 Cor. xi. 27. Suraly
thal word may cause you to quake and tremble: blood-
guiltiness of any sort is & dreadful siv, and especially to
be guilty of the * blood of the Lord,” Murder is & sin
ihat eries for vengeanee on the sotor, and gives God mo
rest till he punish it, Gen. iv. 10, * The voice of thy
brother's blood crieth to me from the ground.” If it be
a ¢rying sin to murder a common person, what must it
be to murder a king? * Who can stretch forth his hand
against the Lord's ancinted, and be guiltlesa ' 1 Bam.
xxvi. 9. 0, then, what a crime mast it be to marder the
eternal Son of God, who is thy exalted King, thy ever-
lasting Father, thy dear Redeemer, and thy God whe
gave thee 8 being. Child-murder is a heinons erime, bag
what Christ-murder is, no tougue can telll If on him
that slew Cain (that wicked man) vengeance should be
taken seven-fold, what vengeance will be taken on him
that eracifies afresh the Lord of glory? This eonsidera-
tion should make all of us afraid of careless and snworthy -
communicating,

If we wounld communicate worthily, we must be earnest,
not only for the life of grace, but also for the liveliness
of grace; not only for the truth and sincerity of grace,
bot likewise for the activily and vigoroms exercise of
grace. So that a believer doth not eaf and drink worthily,
unless the grace that is in him be exciled and exercized
et this ordinance. There must be not only faith in the
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teath of iy bat there must be faith realizing, spplying,
appropristing, and making use of Christ’s death and por-
chase in this ordinance. Not only must there be a dispo-
sition of soml to be hombled for sin, bot there must be
sctoal mourning and melting of heart for sin, and for
partionlar sins, when we look on him we bave pierced
by them. Not only must thers be a prineiple of love to
Ohrist, but alao an exeiting of lova to flame out to Christ,
who loved us, and gave himself for os.

‘Worthy communicating being a work of soch impor-
tance, the following Soripture Meditations snd Adrices
are humbly offered to Christians, as an help in their pre-
parations for it. Reading and thinking moch on the sub-
jeets here proposed may, through God's blessing, be naeful
to promots their habitual preparation for the boly sapper.
Christ’s body and blood, herein exhibited, are pure and
holy things, and shouold be received in prepared and
cleansed hearts. His body mever saw corruption in the
grave nor will be mixed with it in hearts where corrupiion
is allowed. It lay in a virgie's womb and in a virgin
sepulehre, and will still be entertaived in virgin sonls and
affactions ; in hearts purified and conseecrated to God. Im
these Christ chooses to reside, and not in those where sin
and the world, with the losts thereof, are harboured, ©
had we grace io mainiain snd cherish the fear of God and
the love of Christ habitually in our sonls, we might, with-
out much pains, be prepared for coming to him et his table.

Dvid we always bear in our minds, that saeramental ooon-
sions are solemn appointments, and Bethel-meetings with
God, for renewing covenant, and entertaining fellowship
and communion with him, we wonld gnard more against
formality creeping in upon our preparations for, aud in
our sitendance upon this ordinance, than, alas, we do.
Oh, such formality will provoke the master of our solemn
feasta to withdraw from them; and then what poor, dry,
melancholy, and lileless things will they be? What are
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the easraments without Christ's presence in them® O leot
us never be satisfled with communion Sabbaths, withont
commupion with Christ in them.

On the other band, if we would keep up communion
with Ohrist in these ordinances, let us beware of relying
on oar previous pains or preparations, either for our right
performing of our daty, or for our acceptance in it; for
we are never more ready to misearry, and to be disap-
pointed, than when we are goilly of this resting. Sondry
go to the Lord's table with great humiliation for sin, and
yeb come away without comfort. Why? Becanse they
make a Christ of their sorrow. © what worth can we
ses in our best preparations, confessions, prayers, tears,
bumiliations, &s., if we compare them with the law of
God? We have more canse 4o be ashamed of them, than
to lay any stress on them. Would we rencunce all self-
confidence, and diselaim all our provision in point of de-
pendence, and oast ootaelves wholly on Christ for strength,
throngh-bearing, and acceptance, we would have better
suagess at the Lord’s table than eommenly we have.

We are never more fit for this holy table, than when .
we arg moat humbled, and most ashamed of curselves, be-
canse of oor unfiness for this solemn approsch; snd we
are never less fit, than when we think ounrselves most it
and prepared for the duty. A boly deniedness toall sell.
sufficiency, and & deep sense of noworthiness and nnfit-
neas, is the beat preparation we can atiain to for this so-
lemn ordinance. Let uws make holy David oor pattern,
when going to partake, Psalm lxxii. 16, I will go on in
the strengih of the Lord God: I will make mention of
thy righteousness, even of thine only.” And let us pray
with the spouse, Uant. iv. 16, ** Awake, O worth wind,
and come, thou south, blow upon my garden, that the
spices thereof may flow out” Amen.

Doxous, dugust, 1747,
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