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Tax season of 1835 will be long remembered as one of
the moat eventful and disastrous m the history of the
Whale Fishery. Perilous a8 the occupation is at all
times, we helieve Do one eeason can producs so many
shipwrecks and detentions, scoompenied with such loss
of lifa and property, and extreme privations and suf-
ferings. The sudden and extensive changes that take
place in the Polar Sens, appear to depend on causes
which we are ns unable to foresee as to eontroul, and-
Lave ofien baffled the caloulotions of the most skilful
and experienced navigators. Those acquainted with.
the many unsuccesaful voyages which have been under-
taken with & view to the discovery of morth-east and
weet passages to India, will be at no loss to call up in-
stances in confirmation of our statement, and the events
of last geason furnish 4 remarkeble addition. It was
the opinitn of persons, the hest aequainted with the
navigation of those seas, that the vesels beset in the
wegtern parts of the Siraits were moored in eompara-
tive safety, and that on acconnt of their proximity to
the shore the emsuing summer would be far advanced
before the ice should so break np and divide, as to al-
low them to escape,—if the crews should succeed in pre-
serving a precarious and miserable existence so leng.
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This might have been the case in the ordinary eourse
of things, but the following pages will show it to have
been in this instance quite the reverse. Instead of be-
ing meoored in safety, they were driven in all directions
by floating fields and bergs, obeying the winds mnd
tides,—sustained fearfn) concussions that often obliged
them tc leave the vessch end betake themselves to the
ice,—faced the most awfnl dangars,—and rosde tany
narrow and heart-atirring escapes.  In perfect keeping
with these apperent irregularities, they were Lbernied
almest in the middle of winter, and returned unexpeet-
edly to the joy of anxicus friends, but, alas| in dec
many instandes to the sorrow of the ‘widew snd father-
lesa.

There are now {2d March} only tweo vessels remain-
ing in those seas, concerning whoee fale sn anxious
unceriainty coptinues 4n be felt.—the Lady Jane of
Newcastle apd William Terr of Holl  The latest ac-
comnte received of the former wets by the Grenville
Bay, Captuin Taylor, who saw her towards the central
parts of the Siraits, oo the 17th December. The latter
18 understood to be wear the western shore, and was
supposed to have beep in company with those em-
braced in oor parrative; but it turms out that they
neither saw nor heard of her, unlesa (and it is highly
probable} she were the vensel Jescried from the mast-
head the 15th Qctober. The following journal is con-
fined to the Viewforth of Kirkally, Jane of Hull, and
Middleton of Aberdeen; and though teken by an of-
ficer in the frst-named ship, they were so much in
company -during the whole period of their detention,
and perticipated go often in the same privations and
dangers, that it will be found to include every thing
material in the history of the other two. An ermor has
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found its way into nearly sll the public printa regard-
ing the place in which these ships were beset. Home
Bay, where they are represented to have been inelosed,
lies in lat. 68° 37, but they never were beyond lat. 68°,
To speak with as much accuracy as such & peint ordi-
narily admits of, with vessels in those scas, they were
first mclosed in the beginning of August, in Merchant
Bay, in lat. 67° 4%, and aotwithstanding anremitting
and bazardous exertions, were seldom mble to male
their way to any great distance, but were continually
drifted about, mainly to southward, till the period of
their liheration.

The situation of these unfortunate vemels, dunng the
past winter, excited an interest truly national, and we
believe there is a penersl curicmity to know how the
time was spent, and what befel them in & region sel-
dom visited by man at such = season. That curiosity,
we happen to be able to gratify to a very considerable
extent. The following jowrnal possesses all the advan-
tages of being written on the spot as events occurred,
and is highly creditable to the head and heart of its
author, whose name ia withheld merely in deference
to his own excessive modesty. In giving the selec-
tions, we have been influenced chiefly by a regard to
variety. The extracts from the jownal will be eamly
distinguiehed from our occcasional remarks by the
monthly dates, and being merked as quotations,

The following brief notices of the passage outward,
before they armived at the scene of their perils, or even
of their professional cperations, may not be wnacespt-
able to the reader.

April 30, = Exactly at noon, Neptune went through
his exercise of shaving, and not fewer than n dozen
went through his hands. [t is almest the ooly amuse-



6

ment sailors have get, and then they join in it with
such glee.  And when at length, up goes the garland,
how proud are we to see that our ship looks as well as
any of her consorts.

May 20. « Wa are now amueng the Whale Figh
Islands, and have six Eequimaux aboard of us, They
brought a fiddle along with thew, sud in & shot all
handa weare ont to get the 'tween decks cleared away,
and there they lilted it in merry style for two whole
hours, How happy the poor creatures were. I got a
dart from them for some helf dozen biscuits, and they
went eway as happy as if they bad found & treasure,

Jume 11.  # This day forty eail of ne were Iying at
different bergs on the north side of Hare Island, when
the ice suddenly opemed, and we were immediately
under weigh. We were among the first, the whele
fleet following in beautiful styla, but we wore soan
stopt again by the ice. Along with some others, we
made fast to a berg ot Four Tsland Point, when the
Esquimonz immediately came off, and began to traffio
with us in yarigus small articlos.

August 31. * These three weeks past wo have heen
gtill nsing our epdeavour to got to the north. We are
now in Brodie's Bay, lying at the land ice, in company
with the Jane and Middleton. I have heen ashore cn
the top of & high hill, and saw nothing bat ice. The
sky, however, reflected the appearance of water in the
distant north. Hawve seen many fish, but owing to the
young jce setting in, eould not get at them. We are
now completely hemmed in, and cannot move to any
great distanee.”

The above month exhibited the interesting pheno-
mens, produced by refraction oo a ecale of grotesque
magnificence, nowhere to be seen but in these high
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Iatitudes, where an ever-changing atmosphere presents
all sorts of media. The wild and Fantastic forme which
they beheld cannot be described, and exceeded in va-
riety the powirs of the kaleidoscope itself. Midway
in air were mountains and ic?herga of all sizes and
shapes,—vesaele suspended with their keels nppermost,
and sometimes others beneath them, their topmasts
meeting ench other, and ten thousand other forms
which the imagination readily identified with animate
and inanimate objects, while others were such az the
wildest fancy could never have devised. Amother phe-
nomenon which often presented itsclf during the period
of their captivity, was the corons or hale, both of the
eun and moon, and which censsts of luminons circles
naually two or three in wumber. The form most fre-
quently observed presented the interior ring s bright
red, the second a pale yellow, and the third reflecting
all the prismatic colours in their ntmost delicacy and
beauty. Theae were froquently accompanied by a num-
ber of false suns or moons encircled with similar glories,
the whole presenting some of the optical laws in their
most exquisite combinations. But, perhaps, the ‘most
brilliant and cheerful {though sometimes terrifically
grand) epectacle they beheld woa the awrora borealis,
or merikern lights, which more than any other natural
appearance tended to enliven the long and gloemy
nighta they Led to spend in these desolate regions.
These fire-works of mature, as we may call them, are
nowhere to he seen in perfection but in the distant
north. * It was the miifortune of our brave seamen to
witness the whole apparatus In foll play in the dead of
winter. Sometimes it was tranquil, but more frequent-
ly shifting and varying, presenting a luminous tract
along the northern horizon—torches set up in different



