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INTRODUCTIOXN.

Avrn institutions are on their trinl.  To the
Clergy mnew- plans are propounded for Convoea-
tion; the statutes of every college at Oxford and
Cambridge have been vevized; purchase is abo-
lished in the army; the navy and the dock vards
are subjected to severe serutiny; and our svstem
of Judicature is cast in a erucible, in whicl if is
to assume as much of novelty az can be safely
adopted. The Benchers of the Inns of Couwt,
seeing all theze changes around them, must not be
surprised, if' their quiet Courts are invaded, and if
they encounter some strang attempts at innova-
tion. Twice within the last thirty years they
have met public inquiries, and have afforded the
fullest information upon their affiirs.  They know
that they hold their rights and privileges for the
benefit of the comntry at lavge; and, so0 long as
they exercise them in that spirit, and feel con-
fident that they do zood service to their profession,
it is their duty to speak in their own vindieation,
and to struggle for the maintenance of thelr esta-
blished authority. They will only ask that the
accounts given of their condmct may be aceurate
and true.

Past Events.—The following events with refer-
ence to this subject have already taken place. On
the Bth of April. 1546, a seleet Committec was
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appointed by the HHouse of Commons " to ingnire
into the present state of legal education in Ire-
land ;" and on the 4th of May following that Com-
mittee wag instructed to “extend thelr ingury
and consideration to the state imprevement and
extension of legal cducation in England.” On
the Hth of May, 1854, "o Commission issned
to inquire into the arrangements of the Inms of
Court for promoting the study of the law and
jurisprudence, the rvevenues properly applieable,
and the means {ilely to seeure a systemalic and
sound education jor students of law and provide
satisfactory tests of fituess for admission to the Dar.”
Each of these inguivics is as general as possible.
The authority of the Inng of Court in respeet of
legal education was elearly within the scope of
each of them.

Before the commencement of the session of
1872, a legal association was formed professing
to have the following objeets in view—** first, the
establishment of a law university for the profes-
gion of the law; secondly, the placing of the
admission of both branches of the profession on
the hasis of a combined test of Collegiate educa-
tion and examination by a public board of ex-
aminers.’

On the 1zt day of Maveh, 1872, the present Lovd

¥ For the sake of convenience the Comunittee Reporl of I

1516 is quoted under lettor A ; the Report of the Commission
of 1555 under letter B,
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Chancellor, then Siv Roundell Palmer, brought
forward lis resolutions for the establishment of
a general zchool of lnw. They were rejected by
a majority of 13 in o House of 215 members.

The Tutervicw with the Associntion.—The next
public event connected with this subject was
the interview of o deputation from the asso-
ciation with the Lord Chancellor. It took
place on the 12th of Pecember last.  Mr. Amph-
lett, now Mr. Barou Amphlett; who introduced
the deputation, comueneed Lis remarks by a refor-
ence to the debate of 1372 and the Loxd Chan-
cellor  strongly asserted lis adberence to the
opinions, which Le had expressed in that debate,
and also his intention to endeavour to give effect
to them on the first favonrable opportunity. I
must therefore take ap the subject ag from that
debate.

The Delate of 1872.—The cowrse which the
debate took direets our attention peculiarly to the
gpeech of Bir Roundell Paliner.® During his speech
there was a fair attendance of Members. At the
cloge of it many Members left the House. Not more
than forty o filty were present during the greater
part of the debate. At one time the House was
counted; and the debate narrowly escaped a pre-

# In commenting upen ihe Lord Chancellor’s speech in
that debate, I take the liberty of using the name, which he
bore at that time. The quotations from his speoch are taken
from the report in the Times.
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mature termination.  The speakers weve, with few
cxeeptions, lawyers; but many lay members had re-
ceived notice from atiornies, their constituents, that
theivr votes in favour of the vesolutions were
carnestly desived. A\ litile while before the division
took place,about 150 Members came into the House.
Many of them had heard Sir Roundell Palmer's
speech,so that the division depended in a great mea-
sure npon the statements which he made. 1t 1s
probable that a large proportion of Members pre-
sent had but little previous acquaintance with the
merits of the question; and the gencral idea of un-
professional Members seemed to be, that the whole
question should be settled by the professional Mem-
bers. This is much tfo be regretted. The ques-
tion at issue iz one, in which all classes are
interested.

Pullic interested én the chavacter of the Benchers
and of the Bar—It 18 of great importance to the
public, that & very high tone of feeling should be
maintained at the Bar. Great moral as well as in-
tellectual qualities are required for the high places
of the profession. A Barrister shonld be thoroughly
imbued with the seientific prineiples of the law, and
capable of applying them in practice, He should
be able to analyse facts, compare statements,
balance argument against argument, detect falla-
cies, and to bring the rights of a case conspicuously
into view. IIe ehould be fearless in maintaining
Lis opinion, honest and trastworthy, and indepen-
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dent in his bearing towards all classes, the Dencl,
the attorney, and his elient.  Above all things he
ghould prefer character above professional cmolu-
ment,  Of sueh a stamp ought those men to e,
by whose opinions the law iz from day to day
administered ; and on whose authority, when they
are raised to the Beneh, the lives and properties of
Her Majesty's subjects must frequently depend.
Morcover, the gystem of instruetion required for
the Bar should be one, which will nat enly prepare
men for practice as Domdsters, but also for aetive
life in many other copacities ; for instance, as
magistrates, Members of Parliament, and for judi-
cial offices in Dritish dominions abroad, or in
diplomatic posts of high responsibility., The
Benchors have been a class of men well fitted for
the superintendence of such an education asg is
required for these objects,  They are most of them
men of highly cultivated mindrs, possessed ofan ex-
tensive knowledge of the world, acquainted with the
wants and interests of lawyers, and extremely con-
siderate in the exereise of their jurisdiction.

Men of high moral character and great intellee-
tual attainments have visen in suceession nnder
the Inns of Court. And the public are deeply
interested in the character of the Benchiers, as well
as of the Dar. In the debate in 1872, the present
Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, speaking of

% Hansard, vol. 209, p, 129,



