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THE SYRIAC LANGUAGE,

AED

THE VERSIONS OF SCRIPTURE EXTANT IN IT.

I. BHEMETIC LANGUAGES.

Tar region extending from the range of the
Taurue to the coasts of the Red Ses, and between
the course of the river Ilalys on the west and the
Tigrie on the east, was once inhabited by nationa
whose languages gave the planest evidences of s
common derivation. Thus the people of Cappado-
cia, Pontus, Syria, Mesopotamia, Palestine, Pheni-
cia, and Arabia, may have been regarded, so far aa
speech was concerned, s one great community,
Their several dislects were, sirictly spealing, but
varistions of one ancestral tongue, and have been
grouped by philologists under the general name of
Saemeric, (from Shem, the son of Noah,) and
classified, for the sake of order, into the Northern
or Aramean, the Middle or Cansanitish, and the
Southern or Arsbic. The firat class, or Aramean,
(from Aram, son of Shem,) is subdivided into the
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Eastern or Babylonian, and the Western or
Syriac,

The affinity which exists among &ll these forma
of language is indicated, not only by sn extensive
identity of radical words, but also by a sameness
of grammatical developement ; as in the uniform-
ity of their roots, (which are commonly of three
letters and two syllables,) and the fewness of their
primary wonds ; in the general rafisncle of the
moods and tenses of verbs, and the copiousness of
their conjugational forms ; in the junetion of pro-
nouns with verbe and nouns, and the employment
of prepositions to disiinguish the variations of
ease ; in the genceal omission of the vowels in
their written state, and the guttural character of
their pronuncistion. In all these respects the Ara-
mean, Canaanitish, and Arabic languages exhibit
undeniable tokens of the same parentage.

The rimilarity of the two latter classes has been
compared to that subsisting between the Dorie and
Attic Greek, or the High and Low German of our
own day. Indeed, mome great authorities have
affirmed that, in their most ancient and wnsophis-
ticated state, the Arsbic snd Hebrew had no die-
tinctive differences. But while this close rosem-
blance materially diminished with the lapse of time,
the kindredship of the Hebrew and Aramaic conti-
nued to be clearly defined, both in the manifest
sameness of their primitive roots, and their easen-
tial grammatical laws, On the other hand, they
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were varied, 1. By a difference of pronuncistion,
The Aramaic was more flowing and full-toned than
the Hebrew, and its harmony rendered more com-
plete by the emphatic olaph, (4,) a8 & terminational
of nouns. Thus the Hebrew, Fechoshek al pensi
thehoom, verwach Elokim, (Gen. 1. 2,) would read
in Aramaic, Fackashowoka al-appey thehmema ve-
ruche. 2, By the loes of some vocables of the
parent language in the one dialeet, which had been
preserved in the other; examples of which may
be found in the lexicoms,

[This ia alse the case with the roots of numerons
Hebrew words which are now found only in other of
the cognate langunges, and eapecially Arabic. For
an example we need go no further than the first
verse in Genesis ; in which, as Erpentus hes noted,
there are three worda of this description ; namely,
ErLonim, the divine name, from the Arshie root
alaha, ** to adore ;"' hashamdyim, * the heavens,”
from shamaz, *to be exalted ;" and Aa-grefs, © the
earih,” from areda, **to be low, deep, or de-
pressed.” Many passages in the (ld Testament
receive their explication from this souree.]

3. By some particnlar meanings of words hav-
ing been dropped or become cbsolete in the one,
but retained in the other.

[See Pfankuche’s Diesertation on the Lan-
guage of Palestine, sec. ii., where he instances
in the words, maffeh, mafen, and dled. 1l may
be mdded, that in this case, too, the Arabic
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