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PREFACE.

The pages that follow are the record of an attempt to present a small con-
ttibution to the general study of English Medieval Saints Legends, iz as
eomiplete form as time and conditions have permitted, The legend here edited
is in no sense peculiarly represeatative of medieval legends, yet it may serve
toindicate the peners! tone of the species of literature to which it helongs,

Until, as Dw, Horstmann has observed, the combined intelligence of
generations yet to come has been applied to the problem, many of the most
vital questions relating to Knglish Legendary must remain unsalved. Per-
haps the best service which can now he Tendered, is to continue to present, A5
D:. Horstmann has so fong been doing, sccnrate reprints of existing versions,
togutheor with textual studies of the kinds familiar to scholarship.

The texts, here prinled for the first time, have been carefully transcribed
from their uriginals and collated by scribes at the several Libraries where the
manuseripts are kept. T regret exceedingly ihat, owing to delay on the part
of one suribe, this edition must go to press Iscking the tabic of variante [rom
MSS. Stowe 946 and Lambeth 223, which are the only existing versionsol this
legend not included. Moreover, many delinitive results, which students of
even 4 single legend hove resson to expect, have heen omittad but not over-
looked. I shell hope to supplement these deficioncies as time and ability
ey permit.

In presenting this result of & few tnonths’ work, I wizsh to acknowledge,
first of afl, my great indebtedness to the sirong, clear-sghted judgment of
Professor Cook, under whose guidance my praduste work bhas received
direction, I wish also to express my thanks to Professor Skeat, whe sent me
advance proofeheets of the Alfrician version of the Life of St, Cecilin, und

at the same time gave suggestion and encouragement.
B. E. L.

Mew Haven, Cony, June 1, 1858,
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