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PETER THE APOSTLE NEVER AT ROME
A HISTORICAL FACT.

title of the 14th chapter of the 2nd book of
Eusebius is * Concerning the Preaching of the
Apostle Peter at Rome.” The subject of the preceding
chapter is “Concerning Simon Magus,” wepl Iipawves
ol pdsyov, *of Simon the magician.’
The whole subject is thus introduced in this 13th
o chapter:—“The faith in our Saviour and
e “ Lord Jesus Christ having now been deli-
vered to all men, the enemy of the salvation of men
contriving to take possession firstly of (or devising pre-
zasetin  viously to occupy) the imperial city, leads
M here Simon who has before been spoken of,
taRame.  gnd combining with the prestigiatory acts
of the man, draws over many of those inhabiting Rome
Justin wrote 70 the error. Justin truly shews this, who
w21 wag not long sfter the apostles, plainly de-
claring it in the work (i, e, his Apology) which we now
have. In the lst of the Apologies to Antoninus, he
writing, says thus :—‘And after the ascension of our Lord
into heaven, the demons sent forth certain men, sayiog
that themselves were gods, which men were not only
not persecuted by you, but were even esteemed worthy
of honours, as Simon & certain Samaritan from the
B
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village called Gittw, who in the time of Claudius Cesar,
having through the art of demons working in him
performed magical powers over your imperial city
BRome, was esteemed a god, and is honoured among you
88 & god by an image on the Tiber, between the two

" bridges, having this Latin inscription, “Simoni deo

sancto,” which is, “to Simon holy god.” And nearly
all the Bamaritans, and few in other nations, worship,
confessing him es the first god.””

AT “Thus Justin. And Irenmns agrees with
w4211 him in the 1st book of the work concerning
heresies. ..... We have received indeed that Simon
was the first leader of sll heresy. From whom until
this time, those following his heresy acting as in a
mask the sober philosophy of Christians ®, which is cele-
brated among. all people on account of purity of life,
nevertheless take hold again of that superstition con-
cerning idols, falling back again upon pictures and
images of Simon himself, and that of Helena mani-
fested. with him, undertaking to worship them with
incenses, and sacrifices, and libations.”

In the next chapter, the 14th of the 2nd bock, the
subject of which is, “ Of the Preaching of the Apostle
Peter at Rome",” Eusebius proceeds to relate that “ the
ovil power, hater of good, and contriver against the
salvation of men, having at that time put forward
Bimon (father and executor of such evils) as some

great one, and adversary of the great divine apostles of

our Lord: nevertheless the divine and heavenly grace

‘ﬂxmmaﬂmw: Blow wapd wolx war Befonudvmy
Xpurriariy dudoroglar draxpivdunos
b wepl Tod xard "Pdunr xupiyuares Mérpew Tob dwoerdhov.
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‘helping its ministers, through their coming and appear-
ance quickly extinguished the flying flame of the evil,
through their pulling down and teking away every
high thing exalting itself against the knowledge of
God. Therefore neither any attempt of Simon, nor of
any other of these then bornm, stood its ground during
these apostolical times, For the light of the truth con.
quered and prevailed over all things, and the divine
Word Himself .. . ... from God, having lately shined
upon men, both Himself flourishing upon earth, and
conversing with His own apostles, Immediately Simon
the Magician, that is, the deceiver, (¢ SnpAwfels yins,)
having been stricken in the eyes of his mind, as by
& divine and wonderful dazzling, who before in Judses
had been convicted by the Apostle Peter upon the evil
deeds he had done, having taken the greatest and over-
sea passage from the East, departed, fleelng to the
‘Weat, thinking that here only it was that he could live
with freedom in the practice of his art. Having arrived
at the city of the Romans, the power seated here greatly
assisting him, in & short time so far had his attempt
succeeded, that he was honoured as a god by the dedi-
cation of an image to him. But these things did not
long prosper to him. Immediately (wapamodas) follow-
ing his footsteps, in the same reign of Claudins, the all-
good and beneficent providence of all things leads the
strong and great one of the apostles, him on account of
virtue (vév dperijs &vexa) the speaker of all the others,
Peter, unto Rome, (as against so great a destroyer of
life,) who like & moble commander of God, having for-
tified hithself with the divine arms, carried the rich
merchandize of the intellectual light out of the East



