POPULATION AND
THE
SOCIAL SYSTEM



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649114955

Population and the social system by Francesco S. Nitti

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



FRANCESCO S. NITTI

POPULATION AND
THE
SOCIAL SYSTEM

ﬁTrieste






(o3P
POPULATION

AND

THE SOCIAL SYSTEM

By o ".li"|
L

FRANCESCO S NITTI

TRANSLATED UNDER THE AUTHOR'S SUFERVISION

LONDON
SWAN SONNENSCHEIN & CO.
NEW YORK: CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS
1894






TO ACHILLE LORIA.

NAPLES, September, 1893.

My Dear Friexp,—Do yvou remember Hobbes’ immortal
aphorism ? When reason is against a man, then man is an
enemy of reason. To become convinced of the profound
truth contained in this saying of Hobbes, it would be suffi-
eient to examine the historical eauses of economie theories,
to make up, as you have cnce said, the economic theory of
economic writers, If our science has made and still makes
so little progress, it is because it is concerned with vital and
real interests ; to accept one of two directions is not for us,
as for the followers of other sciences, merely a question of
method, but it means, moreover, that different and opposite
conclusions are reached, and that fixed forms of soeial
organisation are justified.or condemned. Had the proposi-
tions of Euclid atfected economic interests, they would not
now rank among the definite conquests of science, but
would still appear doubtful hypothesis of arduous solution.

Metaphysies, driven out of all the other sciences, have
taken refuge in ours, and I daily ask myself what can be
the purpose of so many and such useless and vain researches,
grounded upon pure hypotheses.

They are very few among the studious who follow a
masterly road ; just as there are but very few who do not
sacrifice objective research to class interests. We have a
philosophy of wealth and a philosophy of poverty; what we
really lack is a broad and impartial philosophy, On the
one side there are those who can see nothing but the
miserics of the present hiour, and there are those who would
wish to change everything. Goethe had for a motto—rfo see
all the sides of things,  On the contrary, what is now wanted
is just this exalted and serene viston, this calm, objective
character in research and examination.

During the reign of Frederic IL, Stmmering, the
anatomist, in an inaugural dissertation at the University of
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Mayence, foreseeing a great scientifie truth, maintained that
the anatomical contormation ol negroes in their savage state
approximated much more to monkeys than to white men,
The eanons of Mayence, who preserve the relics of the three
Magi, one of whowm, Melehior, would seem to have been a
negro, were scandalised at this, and protested so vehemently
that the honest Sémmering was severely blamed and
punished. The teaching of the Darwinian hypotheses is
now permitted in the Universities; but if an economist
dares to sustain that some economic¢ maxims held sacred
hitherto arve withont any real foundation, or that, like the
good Melchior, some economists belong much more to some
inferior speeies of thinkers than to a superior one, he can
be cervtain that he will be anathematised by the canons of
our science.

Love, favour, and sympathy are bestowed only upon
extreme theories, which gratify the intercsts of one class or
another, On the onc hand, quite a host of economists sup-
port no hypothesis that does not imply fatalily, necessity,
and immuiability ; on the other band, a herd of authors
flatter the passions of the populace, muaking themsclves the
apostles of views which necessitated immediate changes and
profound eonvulsions.  Both classes are outside of the right
way, and have abandoned the great channol of objective
research.,

I am of the number of those who recognise the full moral
and economic importance of modern sociulism; fo me it
seems a great and benefieent veaction of optimisin against
blind and baneful pessimism, which had penetrated both the
souls and minds of men. Hence I have studied socialisiie
literature with great affection for many years.  And though
greatly admiring the spirit which animages it, I am neces-
sarily convinced that, after the boole of Marx, so defective
and yet so great, colleetivisim has been unable to produce a
true and deep work., This is beeause both revolutionary
and conservative collegtivisin are ehiefly theories of an
occasion, each destined to safecnard the interests of a ditfer-
ent class; and if the former be inspired by broader and
better intentions, 1t also proceeds through a stormy sea of
error and illusion,

I do not know it the historie conception of Saint Simon




Dedication. = Wil

appears large-minded to you as it does to me. And although
I aceept it but in part, I am at least convinced that theve
are organic and eritical periods in human history. During
organic periods humanity aceepts with profound conviction
systems of positive belief more or less true or nseful.  Under
the intluence of these beliefs, men make all the progress of

which the theories are eapable, and then at last they come

to find themselves in diffienlty. Then suceceds a period of

negation and criticism, during which mankind loses its

former convictions, without acquiring other authoritative

ones, except that of judging the former theories to be

erroncous. And this is a view which has much truth in it,
and which completes that materialistic conception of history
which has gained so great a progress during recent years,

and that, chiefly, thanks to your endeavours. And now we
are truly in a eritical period, and the socicty of our day is,
as Dante would say, enlomata in difelfo, from which, if the
angelica forfolle dreamed of by Utopian reformers does

not issue, at least there should issue something better and

healthier than our present state.

The economic forms around us are changing, and with
them are changing the moral sentiments ; and if the eritical
period be not yet about to end, the more elect spirits are
already in great part cmancipated from the pessimist stage
of thought, to which they have been subjected so fatally
and so long.

The part of political economy which is still less studied
every duy is that which concerns the distribution of wealth.
Walras maintains that “the fact of appropriation is an
essentially moral fact, and the theory of property is an
essentially moral science.” And, in fact, where are the laws
which regulate the distribution of wenlth, and which ean be
accepted without essential modifieation or change? Tur-
got’s classieal figure about the rate of interest is anything
but exact ; Ricardo’s theory on income has at least as many
opponents as upholders ; Lassalle’s iron law abont wages 1s
now repudiated even by socialists; Malthus' hypothesis is
belied by a century of research ; the deduetions of the new
Austrian school are in truth a building upon sand; the
other theories of Turgot, Smith, Ricardo, and Mill ave either
false or incomplete.
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. Among all these essential problems still a prey to preju-

dice and ¢ error, the most important of all is doubtless that of
population, from which it would seem as though every other
were derived. Intelligent demographists and economists
have written with sufficient fulness on this subjeet in recent
times; you yourself have studied it with that admirable
method and great acumen which are recognised in you by
friends and enemies.

Remembering what has been written on the subjiet
hitherto, I believe that I have studied the question of
population solely according to its objective aspeet. In the
first part of this book I have demonstrated how all the most
important theories are divectly derived from the surround-
ings which produced them ; in the second I have striven,
with the help of biclogy, statistics, and political economy, to
formulate what I consider to be the true law of population.

Le savamt doit avoir Uésprit doutewr is a saying of
Claude Bernard, And although I have performed the pre-
sent research with sincere desire, I do not dare to think that
my conclusions are absolute tranths.  If you or others should
wish to demonstrate the talselhiood of my thesis, 1 may regret
that I have labouredin vain, but 1 shall be the first to recog-
nise the truth, by whomsoever or however it be made clear.

I have resolved to dedicate this book to you simply mn
order to testify to you my sincerc admiration and friendship.
Reading it you will see that we are not always in agreement,
and that some of my conclusions differ from your own. But
what does it matter that we are not in perfect agreement ?

Comte had for motbo—ZLove s « beginning, order as @
basts, progress as a purpose.  Morality, economy, and poli-
ties have not yet been able to invent anything better. And
in your great and noble work, as in my small and humble
one, the same sentiment is active which sugrested to Comte
his immortal motto, and one passion—the single passion
for what is truthful and good—influences both your mind
and mine.

I beg you, therefore, my dear friend, to accept the dediea-
tion of this my bool, to the fortune of which, I am eon-
vineed, your name will contribute not a Iit-t]c.-—ﬂﬂhctiurmtﬂ]y

yours,
F. S, NITTL
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