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PREFACE.

The tarm Fenlan 12 derived frowm the Trish word Falne, the genltive cass of
Fian (plural Flana), the designation of a band, or miher seversl bande of wer-
rlom, whose duty was to defend the cossts of Traland from forelgn invaslon.

Thie Fisns, Fiana, or Fenfans Aovrigked in the third century of our e, apd
employed thelr tims alternately in war, the chare, gnd the coltlvation of poet-
T A# their protecting power extended to part of Sooland, hence the tradi-

gns of them in thal conntry, on which MPherson’s celebrated posmie of  Oa-
wsisn ' mre founded. Their chief was Fio or Fionn (the Fingsl of Macpharson),
and their most cslebrated bards were Ceslan, or Olain, dnd Fergun (sons of Fin),
and Dafre, sometimen called Gunire.

James Stephens, who claims fo bs originator of Fenianiem, was borm at Eii-
kenny, Ireland, in 1837. Ha was probably familiar with the agrarisn dlstarb-
snces aronnd Kitkenny In the years 1848-48.  While it falle to me In the yedr
1884 to write this, © Narrative of the Fenian Invaslon of Canade,” snd te dnpra-
O, deplorb, denounes I, a0 It fell tome Lo the years 1843 and 1344, when vie-
dicsting the rlghts of Indusiry egainat injostica to produce & work, YA cry
froin Ireland " of which the late Danlel (PConunell spoks thus at a public meet-
ing in Dublin, afterwards, nearly in the seme words, in London;

¢ Tha impartial, ¥1vld descriptions of the wrongs of Irish indnatry and snfer.
Ings of the tenantry st Fennet's Bridgs, by Alszander Bomurvills, are all
the mors smphatic that he ia noither an Irlsbman, a catholic, nor a repealar,
Tohim mora than to any Individual wa pwe the commission of Inquiry into the
opemtion of the Laws of Landlord and Tepant. This work of Mr. Bomerville
which I held in my hasd (and from which he had cited paseages) willbe resd
br generations of Irlshmen yet unborn.”

On Febrasry 14th, 1844, 8ir Robert Peel, then Prime Minlster, having azn-
nounced that » commisaion of Inquiry was to be sent to Ireland, Lord Johm
Eusaell, lesder of the opposition, madon specch of which this jus passage:
U Governmant have appeinted a commieslon for farther ioguiry into the sob-
ject.  1donbt whethor marther evidonee be naceasary soning how mueh svidence
‘wa slrrady havs opon it, and seo stetementa in the book by Alexander Bomes-
ville, {4 Ory from Irefond' of & bheart rending kind; statements which T would
not ventare to refer to unless they wera fu'lly ascertmined to ba troe; siatements
which show that with the powars of the lnw, wnd in name of the law, some
Isndlords in Freland, ave exercialng & fesrinl mod a dreadful power.”

The Prime Minister saild in the pame debate: ¥ The noble lord has referced to
& book called 4 Cry from frefand,  Sir, T have read thet work, aod I think it Is
impoasible for any man whatever to raad it without being shockad with the
ratner in which Iandlords, ae thers deseribed, have in many instances parvert-
&t their powers for barah prcposss.’

Extract from the evidencs of Patrick Ring, one of saventy and odd tenant fars
ey on the Bennet’s Bridge estite mear Kilkenny, for gome of whom [ obtain-
o justics and re-Instatement {n the lands from which they had hsen svicted.
Commisnion Bive Books, Reportr to both Hourer of Parliament, 1844; Vol. H[ p. 363,
Eeq also © Bomarville's k of & Dillgent Life in the Service of Public Bafely

Britain,” published by John Lovell, St. Nichalas Btreet, Montreal],

Patrick Ring, exemilned bofore the Roysl Commisston ai Kilkemny, Oct, B,
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18442 ""“Thers was a gentlaman came over to Ireland of the names of Bomerville.
He had heard of my casesnd how I waa porsecuted. He hired a car and went
out to Dennet's Bridge, and got up to the place and saw my mother ont in the
ruing with an infant in herarmeg, afterahe had come out from the mother [his
wife] striving to mind the mother and to mind the child. They [family of
children] wera in a famishing way; aud he gaw her and left her [& sum of nron-
oy was named but misprinted]. He brovght me into Kilkenny and he kept me
at Flude's Hotel taking down my cese two doys andanight. I told him I wos
%ning to Dublin and he gave me money and clothes, and then be took me to

ublin, and he gol my case pub in the Merning Chrondele in London, and he
1aid §t ‘alsa before Mr. O'Connell ™ ke,

Extract of & letter from Patrlel Ring written foom Benanst's Bridge, Eilkenny,
4tk Qet. 1844 to Alexander Bomerville in London: My Deersir. I take thae
Uberty of writing to yoo as I know T um weleome, hoping to find yon and your
denr mistross, my beat fricnd on earth, well, as this leaves mae and my family st
present, Them all is recoversd from the fover, and you pext to God was the
means of i, you and your desr mistress."”

In the famine years I won again gent to Ireland by the propristors of the Man-
chostor Eraminer, 2ud on behalf of beneveient pereons in England, to trace the
courses of the pestilence. Bome Irish newspapers amd many cletgymen
catholic end protestant hailed my prarence in the coontry warmly. On my send-
ing to England reperts of villages o districts which weve especially distressed
bensvolemst perrone and aocisties lorwarded mopey to catholic pricsts and others
whom I named a8 peraons to bo eptruated with fundas for the relief of the perish-
Ing peopla,

In 1848, I was, with an mettist, the raprelenta.tfve of the IHusirated London
e, pent to Ireland to describe the progress of Bmith O'Brien’s insurreetion.

These matters are here teferved to merely to Indlcate that, slthorgh & Seotch-
man, I am familiar with the social conditien of Ireland; that althowgh bred only
tothe plongh with bot small edueation in echools, almest none, for T wos work -
ing in che felds at eeven yooare of ape to aseist in %mmng;, a8 ooe of & largs and
poor family o scanty sebeietence, 1 yot bad the power and tho privilegs, as s
public writer employed in England, oceasionally wisiting Irsﬂd, to give
material mesistance, and obtain redress for oppresped tenamis in that disirtct,
which owng Jamer Stepheng ar anative, and which has lnepived him with Fe-
nisnisn, My life heg been a battle, aud my bottle hoa been the righta of man,
Not io pull dows, bat fo bulld up. My wiltings have boen for o space of thirty
or more yearg, directed 1o the development of o conservetive scfence, teaching,
not slone as Political Eeonomy in ite hearileas divorcement from bumsn aym-
pathira, hae taught, how to produes and secumulate insonsate matter a5 poblic
waalth, bat how to diffass aa well as produce in completest abandance the storos
of wealth ameng the prodncers: and how, amang all the people of & nation, to
dispense the slemanta of human happineas,

¢ Iraland for the Irleh.” What would kave been done with Richard Shea, the
tyrant landlond of Bennet's Bridge, who in 1841, '42, "43, had 247 lawsuits with
hig tenantry, whao by hic defiunce of justice and of law, vet by the power of the
law, had brought the district into a condilion of ngrarian convulsion? He was
an Irishman of aocient linesge, hoastud of belpg descended from the kings
of Muynster? What of him,and such e he, In expelling the Baxen and giving
Iruland to the Irieh.

Bat standlog on this land of Canada {n presence of a Fenlan inwasion, recent-
Iy utbcmfplcd., agaiu threatencd, and possibly to bo repeatad before thess sheeta

egq, tha mmd which hag with leng fidelity pleaded for tho
rights of Irish industry, for justion to Irish tenknt farmers, revolls against dis-
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cussion of such queations now. The people of this Province, reclsiming the
wilderness, creating property, building up s countsy, asocial fabric, and desiring
to enjoy what they ars toiling to estwblish, what have they done that Irish-
men, in the United Htates, in name of the wrongs of sevon centarles, should in-
vade them ? Most of them wers in their own persons, or in the persone of their
fathers, poor, hard-working laborers in Eogland, Beotland, Iteland, befors coming
to Canada to toil, My forefathers lost thoir land in Scotland by political revelu-
tionay many in Ireland have. Thres-fourthe of all the Scotch in this Province
came here for the same reason that the Irigh cama, becavgs they were landleas
&t home, and doomed to Tives of toil at small wages, sometimes to the pressurs
of famine prices on food, while, in valn, they

Pegged some brother of the emrth

To giva them leave to toil.

And English laborers came to Canada to do batile for fortune and subdus the

wilderness, for the aame reagone and with gimilar objects in view ss the Irish
and Beotch. 3o aleo the French of an older day, and the Germans and Dutch.

American Bepablicans, Wa arenst gnorant of political freedorn. As & peopls,
we In Conada, wartnly, earnestly avmpathized with you in your groat war of four
yeard, waged to conserve your netionality, to vindicato legitimats gevernment,
end the laws ngalost rebellion, fsec chapter eight of this Narmtive). We

opsggs freedom in the widest smplitude ; roligious, political, civic, social, in-

natrial. We vencrate what is old in the Hritish Constitotion, wiich heing at
the same time youthful, fvigorons and aagily adapbed to new circumstances, is
favorabla to stability, public merality, socisl eafoty, general happiness.

Andthe people here will stand b_y the political conatitution and lawas of Canada.
and by theirallogisnce to tha British Empire, loving you not the Less, trosting to
live side by side with you in all the harmony of peopls inkeriting and enjeFing
s kindred freedom ; but resolved hefors Heaven and lo the name of Almighty
God to defend this freedom, and this country. -

As Ihave presumed to comment on persons and occurreuces in the fellowing
Nerrative, it may badpmpnrto ray that In youth I had eonslderable experience
in a field of war, and a5 & writer have ofien had ocoasion to advert to the subject
of nationsl defeness. A military education of tha manhood of Great Beltaln,
wag, o my pen o frequent theme,

Letter from Lord Stanlay, M, P late Bccrotery of State for the Coloniss; after-
warda Becretary of tata for India, and now, 1389, Secretary of Stats for Foreign
Affairs, datéd Tomdon, May 12, 1863, to Alexander Bomerville, Hamilton,
Canada Weat, acknowledging veceipt of “Bomerville's Diligent Life in the
Servive of Public Bafety," and i Chnada a Battle Ground,” (About latter work see
chapter ¢ight of fhis Norrative), Extract: “Your life and writings hoave
long boen koowoete e, Tremember on tho oecation of someo militery debate,
yoor nams being appenled to. T think it wam when the Militia Bill was in question,
and the laudatory roferenceo mads to you by Lord Palmerston, wae received with
general applauss by the House of Commons.”

The lata Hight Hon, Bidoey ITerhert, Secretary of Stats for War, Hoosa of
Commons, 1260 : % Bomervillo was a man of great ability, He wrote remarksbly
well, and inafter life raised himaslf to & gond gocial poaltion.”

“ If we did koow the carncet naturc of the man, gome of the statemants io
this remarkable book might be set down se the figments of s diseased brain,
Buttrath, uneullied truth, we know to be, &g it aver has been the rule and guide
of Alexander Bomerville," G, P, Ure, Montreal Fomily Horald, 1850,

t I know nothing in our literaturs which, for graphic nareative and picturesque
degcription of men and things surpasses same of the Letters of the Whistler at
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the Plough, written by Alexander Bomerville.” R[nhlﬂl Cobden, M. P., 1B4T.
(0On the question of natlonal defencen Mr, Cobden and ¥ parted comphny never
to meet again,)

For three years, 1835-38, tha Foreign Enllstment Act was snspended i3
Britain to permitan mnjlmry Lagton to serve under the Queen of Spain. I do
not cite this matter as approving of thnﬁahc_rj but to sy that I, with 20,000
maore, induced by tha cry of constifutional Hberty, and mlior ynnng lifaand en-
t.arpﬂac, was thers, About 5000 survived the 'hsrﬂ.l'h:ps of cam Ing in &

ed, moontainpus conntry and the casueltdes of paven genersl engagéments
inllisd with the Spanish army]), and ntumerous emeller actions auch aa that at
imentons Ridge on Ind of June 1388, We wers hefore an active enemy al-
ways, In that tme T learned something, and suffered some, a8 bullet wounds
and premature dieability bear witness now. But it does notfollow that bacanse
aman has been in a fight or many fights, that therefors he 1s & sound military
critic. Every man ig not a hero who [ wounded or kill though & gensrons
courceay conferd on bhe killed and wounded that high distinction, I donot
profess to bo an infallible authority, But in tho mattar of the Nisgars frontier
campaign, clafm to heve bean careful in rescarch, in collecting and collating
eyidence, Atd no inducermant uhder hesven wonld lsad me to write what I
do not belivve to ba trne, A literary expurience of mors then & qunrter of & con-
tury hes made me familiar with many subjects. I addoce a few extracts from
mllitary certificates, relsting to pervice bafore the soemy, The first is from
QGeneral 8ir De La.c:r Evans, . 0. B, ihirty-four yeam M. P. for the Clty of
Westminster. He commanded 2nd Divisien in the Crimen, 1254-65, and be-
fore serving in Bpain, 1935-37, had sesn more aotlve and ardeons servica in Indis,
Portogal, Bpain, France, Amarica thap almet any living contsmporary,
't Hryanstone Sguare, Lclndnn! Rov, Tth, 1847,

(Bxtract), + M. Sowepvnie-—-Sim, I ehonld be watiting in svery fooling of
justice were I to heeltats, nndes the circumatances reforced to, in bearing my
ungtalifled testlmony to yout brave, zealove, ueeful and exemplary condoct
while secving in the Auxiliary Legion wnder my ordersin Spain, The position
you filled in that service, was no sinecurs, The raports respecting your con-
doet and 1od character were unitormly to your eredit and homor.

{Hignod) HDrlacr Evaxs, Lisut, General"

Wo.2. From Columel Gilbert Hopg, K. 8. F. (Enight of8an Fernando) now,
1866, chief of congtabulary conoiy of Btafford, England. -1 have much pleas-
uie in stating that the condnet of color—aargmnt Alexsnder Somerrille, late ot
8th. Highlanders, British Auxilinry Leglon, wag fuch as to merit my most un-

ueilficd spprobation. Hit oame wed forwarded by me with others to the
wral of Divislon as worthy the notice of Hia Excellsncy the Lieutenent
General for gallautry before the enemy, I might atop here were it not that jos-
tice demands ] should state more folly the chameter of this individusl. I have
& perfactracollection of a muotiny at B, Scbdstinn in the different Scotch corps
gh{s relatad to the period of enlistment). Onthat oecasion as on others the com-
uot of gergeant Somerville was conapicoons and deserved the hi haul Ernma
Ha never neglected hie duty, and ever evineed a desire to securs
conduct among the men where his inflnence was congiderabla, On ﬂ:e line of
march be wag enabled from his powerfgl bodily sireugth, to bear the fatigue
with comparntive ease; and at the halt his exertions were unceasing in promot-
ing the comforts and providing for tho wanta of the men, His conduet natoral-
Iy attracted my particular notice and I have satisfaction in now recording it
Gilbert Hogg, Coloncl, Iate commanding 8th, Highlanders, B. &, L. of Bpain,

‘t&iven nnder my hand and geal this 3§ch. da.y nf]'n‘brmr 1841, Gilestown

Howe, Strokestowa, Covnty Epacommen, Ireland



The mors s soldier keows of service before an enemy, not alone the sarvice of
batitle, alege, or skIrmish ; not g0 mach thess, as the lifs of rough campaigning,

ing horriedly, eating frregularly, often long withowt sostecence, slecping
fn the opem alr on tl doing duty on ouflying piquets, penetrating the
enemy's lines s _Inﬂ'niul:leuuri f wtores through perilons obatasles —the more a
saldier knows of theas a of strangth and health, of mind and body, the mora
be realised the cardinal truth, that not alongs are firearmg snd ammunition guar-
dizns of hin life, His overcost and blanket; his water canteen; hie haversack to
carry food, kettlento cook food, are, by many poeeible chaunces of fortune his
Lifs pregervers rather than his erme and ammyunition. Pot the whele are fo
bim w unity, inssparable. Without a part of the whols he diee, To see the
Militla Volunteers of Canada after thres or more years of organization, and. af-
ter mearly twelre monthe of a al tralning for active frootier esrviee, going
forth upon & campalgn with almost none of the necessary eqnipments to pre-
serve health, lifa, efficiancy as they wenton the 1at, of Jone 1266, was to me,
who had gona i'h:nnghgu.r{l mind-killing, body-killing service as is indicate
in the two military certificates, daplorable, astonnding, [ wrote in the pablic
journpals, farvently, stromgly. But that fanlf, that condition of alarm, does not
now remaig, oogh mot in all respects equipped, the wolunteers are in a con-
ditiom for service creditable to the military exeontive officers,

This is bow I came to b the writer of the present Nayratlve; On Sunday,
9rd of June, when the citizens of Hamilton arcse In the same condition of fevar-
{ih disquiet in which they subsided from the stoeets for » brief apace after mid-
night—act to alesp, for few sleepery lay Jn Hamilton ob the nlrht of 2od of
June, an adjonrned meeting from Baturduy was held in the Court House. A
commities of the prineipal Iadice and gentlemen of the eity was theoe to arrange
for sending provisions, mediciner, surgical appliances, medical gentlemen ard
nursen to the front, The charaeter of the previgus days pecurrencos was mot
Tknown beyond the fact thet there had been an engagement and that the cnomy
#nd ratreated, yot that the volunteers who had beaten them in fight had aluo me-
#ﬂi,ﬂeﬂ.. and were reported by Lt.-Col Booker ag ¢ demoralized.”

The Jomplites requestad the ity elergymen presant to offer prayers in their
churched for the men at the front, wod sent me asa fit peraon to go to the Niagara
axd Lake Eris frootier to agcorialn and report folly withont fear or favor what
wad the real copdition of the 13th, snd the siate of the campaige. All sgreed
that any news, if true, no mattsr how calamitous, wae better than the horrible sue-
penge which convulaed and clonded the whole city.

T was to cvoms the conntry,soma thirky miles with » team of fast horees and s
gulde, na notmine wers gupposed to bo on the track 1t being Bunday. But there
was in prepemation aapecial train which left st 1,30 p. m. I woited apd weant
onit,

A% @rimsby &t 9,10 p. m. intelligence was given of Colonol Eockor havieg
asged on his way to Hamllton, I loferred that excessive real for the good of
& battalion, nothing to the contrucy in his gonduct or charsctor being
known to me, had induced the jouroey to wrge up provisione and fleld eqguip-
mente, Yat the fact of his leaviag his commeand before the enemy nlap snggest-
od ltaelfus inexplicable, I assert with il the emphasis which langnage admits,
that :;:_:ramd to havs good raporis to make of Colon=1 Booker's eminent mili-
tary ces, intll diemal specke discolored the floating rumours that were met
about the Welland Raflway. At Port Oolhomnoe, on the platform, np the sireet,
alopg the canal whatf, everywhere thut day and next day statements were pres-
sed on ma both by Hamilton and Toronto voluntears. henitated to beliews ;
questioned, cross questioned, sifted, and still doubted, until many refused to re-



vil Preface.

ply facther, atleging that I seemed 1ot to believe anything they said implicat-
ing Colomi Booker.

This gentieman's name and conduct fills oo much of the Narmative. But in
the mismanagement of the action of June Zed; iu the subsequent aspersions
thrown onthe 13th, battalion by Lt-Col. Booker, and in the prominence throngh
& concatenation of dircemstances, givon tothe combat at Limestone Ridge, na
the crieie of the shorty prompt, decisive campaign, the repmtation of the 13th.
battalion; the good nama of Hamilton gity which sent I forth to the fight; the
repatation of the Queen's Own, of Torsnto city which pave them to the eervice;
ofthe York and Caledonia Rifles; of the Provinee of Cansda whose sone they were
s sample of—all were injuriously affected through Ti-Col, Booker, unlees the
facts would bear proof that his misconduct wae only persomal, I bavo proved
that, beyond fnﬂ.ge\r cawil, the voluntecre engaged st Limestone Ridge were
brave alike,and alike d::aervmg of & historical good name in the preeeat day,
and in time to coma, To eatablish this on incontestible grounds I have mads
TMAnY journeye, quastioned manyp peveons, balanced conflicting etatementa, and
inenrred an nonprofitable delay ingetting this work before the pablic; adelay
without flzancial recompense to me a6 an anthor, bud fuvorable to the mein oh—
Ject which I hodin view, a vlodicstion of the Mititls Volunteers of Canads.

Animadversions ate froely made in the Marrative on the reprebenaibls inad-
equecy of eqnipments with whick the volunteers went upon serviee fn June,
While the body of thiz work wos fn the prees the lbcompletences continued, so
alao the remarks of censure | but (he Militlr anthoritive have now, (end of August,
firgt and accond weeks of September) proved that, whilo they have bad difficultics
ulmost ingnperable to overoma, the obetacles are in greetor part surmonated.

Almost fngnperable ! What were the obatacles? A faclious opposition waged
againet the organization of an cficient defensive force of Militing, carcied onun-
der the delusive cry of economy, from the year 1863, when the Militis orgoniva-
tion by Colanel Lysone, HerMajeaty's military repreventative, wasfrostrated until
the pressnt season of Vanian Imvasion, 1866,

Intelllcence which Iately arrlved from Britale informe Cavads thet the new
vongervative government, under the Eavl of Derby, comprchends and will net on
the khowledse of & just cunsurmt-we philegophy, which Csnadian political men
calling themselves coneervative would havo done well to have anticipsted ducing
the four yeurs of American war and since, For they have by themeelvis and
their newspaper organs, duting the foar years of horrible eivil war, cultivated
international agperities, which are now ripened to & hitler American hatred of
Cansda, under which, and ouiy nader which, Fenian invasiops of Brilish
Amerfcn bacame poﬁslhle

On 23vd of July, 1868, Lord Btanley, (ssm of the Barl of Derby), tho new Seero-
tary of State for Forelgn Affairs, being questioned by Mr, Whita, o non-official
member of the House of Commons, on tha Fonian Invasion of Cuanada in Junme,
and reminded of the fuet, honorable, effectnal {nterfepence of the United
Bietes government to prevent & more formidable Fenlan Inoursion than that
which happened, replied thns:

] agres in the opinlon which the honorable member hag expressed as to the
frisndly and honorable feeling that bas been ahown by the Tnited Biates with re-
gard to this Fenian affair, Tam very anxious, if possible, end I can speak for
my vollengues as wall ae myeal?, 1o do anything that ia reaconably poesible to re-
maove any ill-fasling of irritation or soraness which may remain in consequoence
of circumstsnces connected with the late war”  Her majasty's speech at the pro-
rogation of parlisment; and sulwequently the Prime Minister's spacch at a
London banquet, expressed eimilar sentiments.



INVASION OF CANADA. -

CHAPTER 1.

Outlines of Serateqy as arranged by General Sweeny, Fenion Com
wmeander in Chief.— Personality of Colomel OF Neil,

Tee plan of the invasion of Canada st the end of May, 1866, was given
by the Fenian military commandar, (enaral 8weeny, to his followers some-
what thus:

The advance to be made simultansously ffom points along the American
frontier from 8t Albane in Vermons, to Chicazo in Illincis,on asinuoms
frontage kne of fifteen hundred miles. The right wing was at 8t Albans
snd to the eastward. The cenire at Flalone, State of New Yaork, situated
st about fifteen miles inland from the St Lawrence river, and haviog rail-
way facilities t0 consentrate wen and smpplics from the wide interior of the
Htates, and to distribute them to sclected positions on the Trontier opposite
Canads. Melone was covsidered available for a landing at Cornwall, the
lower utlet of the Upper Canada section of the St Lawrenoce canals. Also
for an sttack om Prewcott from Opdeosburg, The ocvcupation of Presookt
was to inclnde the severing of the Grand Trunk reilwsy, and to give pos-
seezion of the branch line to Ottawn city, soat of the Canadian Government,
Melone was wvailable also for an expedition to Montreal by way of the
Hichelien river. That axpedition was alao to cooperate with Bpears'
foroe crossing tho Missisqnoi frontier line, both marching with artillery
within ensy supporting dietance of cach ofher.

. Murpby and Heffernan were to eut the Lachine and Beauharnois
canals; while Spears destroyed the Grand Trank at several points, includ-
ing Longneil, opposite Montresl, St, Hilaire, and St, Hyacinthe,

Kingrton was to be threatened from Oape Vincent and Ogdensburg,
beth within easy sapporting distanca from Malone, by a body of two or
three thousand men, who were merely to keep moving, advancing nnd retir



