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PREFACE.

——

Tue advocacy of Homeeopathy has heen left very
much to medical works and magazines. " Trabtates
have been issued for the purpose of popularising the
principle, and expounding the operatiom, of the Law
of Similars. But very few works set forth the general

facts, combat erroneous opinions and- prejudices, and

controvert objectione which are Tmised against the
gystem. .

This work presents in a narrative form what has
actually occurred. While the namea are fictitious, the
characters are not; while it may be said that no one
person had such an experience as is here recorded, it
is replied that the experiences of several persons are
put together, that & general view of Homeopathy may
be given in what, it 15 hoped, will prove to readers an
interesting style. Leces care, however, has been taken
to produce a telling tale, than to make accurate
representations of the truth.
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CHAPTEER L

MRS, FRASER'S DEFENCE OF HOMEOPATHY AND ITS
RESULTS.

ow do you do, Mrs, Jamicson " said an eldorly

lady to an intimate friend of hers. “ How

very sorry I am to hear of your tromble, very
sorry indeed,” and the speaker’s fone as well as her
lock bespoke the sympathy she expressed. “I omly
heard of your bereavement to-day, on my return from
the country. How is Mr, Jamieson ? Ilow does he
bear this sore trial P .

“He is not very well; he iz quite broken down in
spirits. Our two little pets were taken from us within
four days by the Croup.” .

“ How dreadful! They were of such an engaging
age, too, Did they suffer much P

“Very much ; and then to add to their sufferings,
there geemed to be no end of torture for our darlings,—
hot baths, mustard plasters, leeches, and physie. Dear
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little Alfred kept saying, ‘Don’t burney, papa; don’t
burney, mamma ; I be good boy; don’t burney.’ " *

At the recollection of the poor little fellow's suffer-
ings, she broke into & viclent fit of weeping, which was
distressing to witness. When she had somewhat re-
coverad herself, she continued : “ Our dear little Effo
was taken ill on Sunday morning, and although we
had the doctor to her immediately, his treatment was
ineffectual, and she gradually sanl and died that night.
Dear Alfred was next taken ill. Being a strong hoy,
he struggled with the disease for four days. Oh, what
anxious days they were fo us! How our hearls were
filled with hope one moment, only to be disappointed
the next! I can endure the thought of his death with
enlmness, for I know that He who doethall things well
has wisely ordered the event; but the recollestion of
what the poor litile follow suffered will, I am sure,
* In oue of the beat and most recent allopathic works on the Jdis-
egses of children, general blesding, to tho amount of thres ounces in
& child coe or two years old, i recommended in Croup ; and yet it
i# added that the relief thus afforded ia *but temporery, and noless
followed by other remediss, the symptoms will often regain their
utmost intenaity in the course of four or six hours,” This is certainly
a most expeneive use of a child’s life-blood—the very substanos which
is to sostain him under the disesse.  And when this is to Lo followed
by local bleeding (leeches), powerful emetics, and the like, mo wonder
that of Glty-three coses, only sixteen recover. i modure wese left to
herself, she would probably be more successful than this; for she
would st least economise the patient’s strength as far as possible, in-
stend of draining it away, The writer knew s cass in which, after
biisterings, etc., emetics were given very freely, yet. produced no
, emetic effect ; and then the medical man said the child died becausa
it had not strength to vomit | A certain man who iried fo keop his
horse without food, said it would have lived if it could heve borne the

experiniont a little longer.
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hasunt me to my dying day. Wounld you eredit it!
His poor cheet and back were completely raw, from the
effects of the mustard poultices! I trust we did our
duty by our children during their illness, in unphcrtlv
following the doctor’s directions.”® - -

“You have nothing to reproach yourself with, I am
BuTe. Huws{'mngelﬁlsthahmmmydmm employ
such violent remedies when other and more simple
means are at hand. We treat our children uwpon the
homeopathic prineiple.”

* Indeed,” said Mrs. Jamieson; “T don’t think I
sheuld ever have faith enongh for that ; and T am sare
my husband would never dream of employing a homeso-
pathic doctor, Dr. Lowe, our family physieian, attended
the children, and he is the clsverest in the fown.”

“That I am quite ready to grant; nevertheless, I
have more confidencs in the efficacy of the homceo-
pathic treatment, especially in cases of Croup, then in
the eleverness of any allopathic doctor.” t -

* 1f a child falls ngainst the hot whove, or is scalded by hot water,
and a blister is raised, the doctor iz sant for fn heste ; and when he
wmaa,h,mn}.mammumtﬂhufihe“ﬂ.&ﬁmgﬂmlﬁl
worse,” und scts as if the patient were reslly injured, snd his consti-
tution threatened by the blixer. But if the same child, some time
nﬂer,hlhﬂlnfmhﬂ:mﬂmthm&amﬂmhrwiﬂ'de-
Liberately add to the littls petient's sufferings thst arising from a
bligter, which if not produced with as mueh shoek to the gystem as in
tha case of & burn, injures the part and wealkens the constitution as
much. Burely if science had taught no better plan than that, sommen
setuse and common homanity demand that s patient sball mof have
other discases deliberatsly heaped upen him: becanss he has one
already. :

+ Th&rt:-iem&utbnamlahm recoveries out of fifty-thres cases of
Croup (a8 referred o in & preceding nols} are to be considered as fairly



