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INTRODUCTION.

Tae original, from which the following traet is re-
printed, is 3 small quarto volume, in black letter, of
52 pages. There are several tracts which bear the
general title of Martin Mar-Prelate, Martin Senior,
Martin Junior, &c., but this, which is the ™ Epistle,”
and another, called the “ Epitome,” are frequently con-
founded together, arising probably from the similarity
of appearance in the titles, the first paragraph in each
being exactly alike, and the second very similar, though
in other respects they differ; and, whereas the * Epis-
tle” was printed * oversea,” the ** Epitome™ (which is
a contineation of the Epistle} was “ Prnted on the
other hand of some of the Priests," both without date,
though it must have been towards the end of 1588,
which may be collected from severnl eirewmstances
mentioned in the tracts themselven; and, from the
appearance of the type, they were most probably
printed by Richard Schilders, at Middleburgh, in Zea-
land. Another remson, perhaps, why these two tracts
are so frequently confounded together, may arise from
both having been written againat the same work, namely,
# Dr. John Bridges' Defence of the Government of the
Church of England for Ecclesiastical Matters againat a
Treatise of Ecclesiasticul Government,” &c., 8 quarte
of 1500 pages, the bulk of which, in more than one
instance, appears to have ¢xcited Martin's spleen,
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v INTRODUCTION.

The authors of Martin Mar-Prelate were never dis-
covered ; it is, however, probable that John Penry,
* the hot-headed Welshman,"” as his enemies called him,
was the suthor, He confessedly wrote several works
on behalf of the Puritan cause, and in 1393 suffered
death for them. ;

In the following tract the reader will have an opportu-
nity of judging of the manner in which the other works,
announced in the Prospectus, (should sufficient encou-
ragement be given to continue them,) will be published.
In the text I have faithfully adhered to the original
copy, both in orthography and punetuation; in the
notes to the giving some few particulars for illustrating
the allusions in the text. Although some of the words
to be met with are now obsolete, the readers, into
whoee hands it will come, will hardly requoire a glos-
sary of them. The same care n the text, and, I trust,
even morc attention in the notes, will be given to the
subsequent publications.

In conelusion, T must disclaim any personal or poli-
tico-religious feelings in bringing once more before the
world these curious productions of by-gone times. Per-
sonality and ascurrility were used freely by the Martin-
ists and their opponents ; and however much it is to be
wished that they had written with a gravity and deco-
rum more suited to the object they had in view, I conld
only give that which I found, faithfully and unre-
servedly, and this I have done.

J. P

London, Sept. 20th, 1842,




Oh read ouer D). Tohn Bridges, for it is a worthy worke :

Or an epitome of the

fyrste Booke of that right worshipfull vo-
- lume, written against the Puritanes, in the defence
of the noble eleargie, by as worshipfull & prieste, Iohn
PBridges, Presbyter, Priest or elder, doctor of Diuillitie,
and Deane of Sarum. Wherein the argnments
of the puritans are wisely prevented, that
when they come to answere M. Doctor,
they muat nesdes say something
that hath bene spoken.

Compiled for the behoofe and overthrow
of the Parsons, Fyckers, and Currats, that bave lemt
their Cutechismes, and are paat grace: By the
reverend and worthis Martin Marprelate
gentleman, snd dedicated to the
Confocatipnhonse.

The Epitome is not yet published, but it shall
be when the Bishops are at conuenient leysure to
view the same. In the meane time, let them
be content with this learned Epistle.

Printed oversea, in Europe, within two fur-
longs of a Bounsing Priest, at the cost and
charges of M. Marprelate, gentleman.






TO THE
RIGHT PUISANTE, AND TERRIELE PRIESTS,

MY CLEARGIE MASTERS OF THE OCONFOCATHN-HOUSE,
WHETEER FICKERS GENERALL, WORAHIFFULL FALTRIFOLITANE,
OH ANY OTHER OF THE HOLY LEAGUE 0F SUBSCRIFTION !

THIE WORBEE | BECOMMEND YNTO THEM WITH ALL MY HELWT, WITH
4 DEATRE T SEE THEM ALL 50 FROUTDED FOR ONE DAY,
A% 1 WOULL WIRH, WHICH 1 FROMIEE THEW
HHALL N0OT FE AT ALL T THEIE HUET.

Ricur poysond, persecuting and terrible pricets, the
theame of mine Episde, vnto your venershle master-
domes, is of two parts (and the Epitome of our brother
Bridges his booke, shall come out speedily). First,
most pitifully complayning, Martin Marprelate, &«.
Secondly, may it ‘please your good worshipe, &e.

Most pitifully complayning therefore, you are to vn-
derstand, that I}, Bridges hath written in your defence,
a most senceles book, and I cannot very often at one
breath come to a full point, when I read the same.

Aguine, may it please you to giue me leave to play
the Duns for the nonce as well as he, otherwise deuling
with master doetors booke, I connot keepe decorum
personcee,  And may it please you, iff T be too absurd in
any place (either in this Epistle, or that Epitome) to
ride to Sarum, and thanke Lis Deanship for it. Because
I could not deal with his booke commendablie according
to order, vnles I should be sometimes tediously dunstia
call and absurd. For I haue heard som cleargie men
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