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PREFACE.

‘Waen we go back to the early history of any people,
we find that fact and fietion are strangely blended, and
that the stories told are largely made up of traditions
distorted and exaggerated by imagination and time. The
myth, however, is valnable as representing the firet stepe
of a nation in the evolotion of its literature from & barbarie
state, and as indicating special national characteristics.

The myths of Greece, for example, are chiefly de-
rived from the traditions extant when the alphahet was
invented, and are preserved in the poetic stories of
Homer and Virgil. Combined, they make that mytholo-
gy which grew up in Greece, and which now so largely
permeates the literature of every civilized language.

The first stories given in this book sre myths. They
stand firet in the order of precedence becanmse they stand
first in the order of time.

The myths are followed by a few parables and fables,
forms of stories which from the earliest times have been
used to apply some well-established principle of morala
to practical conduet.

Kext follow legends, where we are called npon to sep-
arate the probable from the improbable, the true from
the false, Herodotus, the father of history, wrote his
account of the “ Persian Empire " several hundred years
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after the events took place which he has recorded. The
stories had been preserved to his day by tradition.

In the traditional stories and in the trmer records
which follow, the pupil will see the play of the same
emotions and passions which actuate men at the present
time, and the careers of the great conquerors, Frederie
and Napoleon, differ little essentially from those of Alex-
ander and Cmsar. Tyranny remeins the same forever,
encroaching upon homan liberty and limiting the field of
human conduet. It will be seen also that from the state
of barbarism there has been a gradual evolution which
more and mere places men under the protection of equal
laws.

These books are to be used mainly for the stories they
contain. By a simple reproduction in speech or in writ-
ing, we have the best possible language lesson, The value
of the books may be entirely lost by catechisme which
demand the literal reproduetion of the text.
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1. Awwox waz a famons
musician, and dwelt at the
econrt of Periander, Kingl]f
Clorinth, with whom he was
a great favorite, There was a

mugieal contest in Sieily, and
Arion longed to compete for the
prize. He told his wish to Periander, who besought him
like & brother to give up the thought. *Pray stay with
me,” he gaid, * and be contented. He who strives to win
may lose.” Arion answered: “ A wandering life best suits
the free heart of a poet. A talent which a god bestowed
npon me I would fain make a souree of pleasure to others;
and if I win the prize, how will the enjoyment of it be
inereased by the conscionsness of my wide-spread fame!”
2. He went, won the prize, and embarked with his
wealth in a Corinthian vessel for bome. On the second
morning after setting sail, the wind breathed mild and
fair. “0Q Periander|” he exelaimed, “dismiss your
fears. 8oon shall yon forget them in my embrace. With
what Javish offerings will we display our gratitude to the



