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PREFACE.

THis work has been in the conrse of prep-
aration for over fifty years.

The elementary principles on which it is
based were first brooght to the notice of the
author in the Summer of 1834 by Judge John
Richardson, & native of New York, then living
in Crawford County, Illinoia.

Ha satisfactorily accounted for the revolu-
tion of the earth on its axis by the attractive
and the repulsive forces of electricity proceed-
ing from the sun, but he had made no farther
progresa in the development of the whole the-
ory upoi which the electrio system of astron-
omy is based.

Beginning from this initial point, the au-
thor has occnpied his leisure hours in applying
the principles of electric attraction and repul-
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sion ag a motor power, and has found that
from these cauges all the motiens of the heav-
enly bodies conld be secounted for in & man-
ner far more rativnal and philosophie than by
the existing system of astronomy.

In 1867, while residing in Chapel Hill,
Texas, by request of the faculty of Sonle Col- )
lege, the theory wna for the first time pre-
sented to the public, in a course of lectores
before the faculty and students of that institu-
tion. '

In 1878 the sume lecturcs were repeated
by request before the Lyceum of Honston,
Texas, when, at the snggestion of leading
members of that body, they were prepared for
the press in four lectures and brought out in
pamphlet form.

Having a strong desire more fully to test
the validity and correctness of the principles
involved, the anthor determined to make a
tour through Texas and other Western States,
and deliver a course of lectures before the
faculty and stodents of different colleges,
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thereby to elicit the objections and to call forth
the criticisms of the most learned on the cor-
rectness of the doctrines presented.

SBome of the institutions visited were the
Btate College at Bryan, the Baptist Univer-
gity at Waco, and the Female Colleges at
Bherman and Paris, in Texas, At Louisville,
Ky., the faculty and students of the male and
female high schools assembled for the purpose
of hearing my lectures in the Male Lnstitute,
where a large number of soientific men, by in-
vitation, were present. 1 sohsequently lee-
tared at the Kentucky Wesleyan College, at
Millersburg, Ky,

On all these oceasions eminenf eduecators
responded in most faverable terms, expressing
their gratification at being favored with the
presentation of a new system of astronomy
based upon electric principles. Though they
could not be asked, at so early a day, to in-
dorse the doctrines presented, they regarded
the system as worthy the closest investiga-
tion.
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The resulta of this test experiment were
entirely matisfactory to the author. The erit-
ivisms and remarks elicited were wvaluable in
impressing upon hie mind the necessity of a
wider range, to take in all the facts and prin-
ciples connected with the aystem.

For example, the gtructure and functions
of the sun,as the great center whence dynamic
eleotricity is derived, were more perfectly
studied.

It was manifest thai the cxpenditores of
the sun must be sustained by an ample and
compensating supply of dormant or static elec-
tricity, and if this were trme, then the son
must be capsacitated nct only to emit, but also
to receive supplies, This naturally suggested
that there must be npertures or open mouths
through which the supplying currents counld
pass into the aolar body., When we looked to
the sun with this inquiry in mind, we found it
fully answered, as shown in our chapters on
the sun. This and other discoveries were
made during thie lecture tour,
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On arriving at Cincinnati, finding the first
edition of a thouzand copies of my pamphlet
abont exhausted, three additional lectures were
prepared, snd a new edition, incorporating all
the improvements then made, was published
Jannary, 1879,

In Angust, 1882, having made two addi-
tional discoveriea, I negotiated with A. Wilford
Hali, Ph. D, editor of the Literary Microcosn,
New York, for publishing in his mapgazine a
seriea of articles entitled * Eleotricity, the Mo-
tor Power of the Solar Bystem.”

Up to this period the forces by which the
earth is propelled in its orbit around the san
had not been matisfactorily discovered, uor the
elliptic form of the earth’s orbit, and the io-
clination of its axis to the plane of its orbit,
been demonsirated to be an electric necessity.

To incorporaste these and other new fea-
tares not only gave further perfection to the
system, but its publication in & magasive of
the high order and wide circulation of the
Microcoem was a more coonvepient mode of
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bringing the theory hefore the public than its
direct presentation in personal lectures.

During the process of the publication,
through a whole volame of the Mierocoem, my
theory was brought in contact with the minds
of & very large number of acute and able sci-
entists in all parts of the United Btates and
Europe. Thiadrew upon me a correspondence
of & very extensive and intereating character,
which enabled me to form some estimate of
the manner in which my patient and long-
continned labore were reocived by the ssientifie
publie,

In the various forms in which my views
have been presented they have now been be-
fore the public eighteen years. Through the
Iatter medium, the cirenlation, as stated, hae
been very extensive, and np to thie date the
author has been gratified to find that no formal
and decided stand has as yet heen taken
against the fundamental principles on which
the theory i3 based; but, on the contrary, a
more hearty indorsemeot and more encourag-



