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Trepared and publihed in ¢omplianes with 2 vofe of the Alumni
Advyisory Board of Yale Unfverslty directing “that the Alwnni
Advisory Board prepare a pamphlat on Yale dealing with the Uni-
versity and with the various phasea of Yala Lifa’; the committee
appointed to take charrpe of this work comsisting of Messra.
Edward Hidden, 86, of 8. Louiz, Mo., Chairmen; Hobert Watkin-
son Huntington, Jr., '83, of Hartford, Conn.; Walter Alden

DeCamp, 50, of Cincinnati, Ohio.
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YALE IDEALS
By Arrnur Twivine Habiey

President of Tale University

What are the things that Yale stands for ?

First and foremost, in cornmon with every other college and vni-
versity worthy of the name, Yale stands for the puresuit of truth,

No school or group of sehools, however brilliant, wonld deserve to
be called a university if it simply taught its srudenés how to earn as
large fees as possible in their several eallings. 1t must inspire them
with u higher ideal and a desper motive. Tt muost make them erave
to sce things as they really are and to do things a8 they really ought
to be done; to make truth and right the objects of a man's effort,
instead of subordinating them to ihe pursuit of money, pleasure, or
power. These are the ideas which nnderlie all good collage teaching,
in seienee and in history, in postry and in philesophy, in morals and
in religion.

Yale alzo, in common witk other universities, stands for breadth of
cultare; for a wide vicw of life and of what life means.

The man who goes to college has the leisnre to know many kinds
of men and to study many kinda of things. Tf he uses this leisure
badly it results in mere dissipation, physical or mental as the case
may be.  But if he uses it rightly—and in gur American eolleges the
great majority of students are helped to use it rightly—it means
culture. Culture is essentially a power to cnjov the hest things in
life on as many different lines as possible, inastead of confining our
interests to & narrow range of things which are immediately before
our eyes. Some of this power of enjoyment iz learned in the class-
room itself, Some is learned by independent reading und thinking.
Some is learned by personal contaet and conversation with instrue-
tors and with fellow students. SBome—often a very large part—is
learned in connection with the socigl and athletic activities of the
student body. Any of these aetivities, when pursued in an honorable
spirit, increases a boy’s range of apprecintion and enjoyment and
tends to make him a broader man and & more cultivated gentleman.

Finally, Yale stands for training in eitizenship. It aima to pre-
pare its students to be members of our American democracy. To
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a greater or less degree every college doea this. Every man is a
ketter citizen if he has learned to love the truth and to broaden his
points of contact with life ns 4 whole. But men may pursue the
truth either separately or shoulder to shonlder with their fellows.
Culture may be sought either by the individual for himsclf alomne,
or by the citizen for himself and thoss about him. Yale encouragea
& man to choose the second of thess alternatives—to do his thinking
as 8 member of & community rather than as an isolated individual.
This is the most distinet, if not the most important, lesson which
Yale teaches her students.

From the day when a boy comes to Yale as a freshman, he i
made to feel that he bhelongs to a closely knit commonwealth. He
enters into a heritage of traditions snd sentiments common to the
students ss 8 whole. He finds himsclf fuece to faee with a body
of public opinion which he is given hLis share in moulding and te
which he is axpectad to conform as fnr as his conscience and his
abilities will permit him. This foree of tradition and opinion is
what governs Yale; and in the main it does its work well. It
insiats on elean living. Tt frowns on drunkenness; it condemng sex-
val dissipation nnequivocaily. There is no place where a boy with
right instincts, going out inte the world to cojoy his freedom, gets
more help from public sentiment than he does at Yale. It is also
unequivocal in condemming shams of every kind. It encourapges the
student to try to value men and things for what they are rather
than for what they advertise themaselves to be. Of course it does
not always succeed in getiing & troe scale of values. Some things
ook large to the student body which lnck small in after life. Some
things are judged under the influence of momentary waves of emo-
tion, which might be judged differently if the verdiet were more
deliberate.  But on the whole the standerd is demoeratic and manly,
and in the majority of instances eesentially right,

The boy also finds himeelf encouraged in every way to put his
talents at the service of the community. Is there something that
he ean do with his brains or hie voiee or hiz hande or his feet?
Let him mensure himeelf againet othors and show who can serve
the community best. By such compstition will he get a proper
sense and proper rating of his own power; by auch competition will
the community get the leaders it wants to take charge of the things
that it wants done. Here agnin the judgment of the student body is



