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PREFACGE,

My prandzther, BEofus Dhepnison, whe when a young man re-
isoved from Ereeport to Fanklin o, Maine, uzed o correspond
with s e reluiives and visie thewm Gl e Tuul passed the gge
of ecighty vears. e also weote te his more distant relocives in
Massarhesetts, and ascertained our celagionahip o Gearge Tennizon
of Annisgiam,

These pre other Thennizons who have lost the traces of thedr
family connections, as he did, and bave the desive bot not the tine
e ascerin them,  Otan o the same cown are seighbores havang
differeot soronmes. wha never saspeel that  their preat-prand-
parents in chilithomd played aroond the same fireside.

While bvamg o Feathy Mg, near Fraeporet, T felt the neeal of a
penealogy aml copiel teconds for my oven nse, and later the
Lnughit came to e of collecting this material in genealagieal S,
and offering i Le ooy kinselk, nod enly ot memoria]l ol e sl
but as a record for present aml funere penerations, - As bime pocs
on daia will Be hardor to colleet and this may be the foendadion
np which somene who huas heller appechonities con Dadld o maore
complete work.  We can learn from pature to valie a recond of
e past,  To the genlngist the siata of rock unlold the ages, and
i fovspriots amd fossils o recerd of animal Hie B preserved.  Can
man o les, can we fet the aonreconde] footsteps of those who
move aboul 08 gn 0 ablivien ic 4 few vears bence? T hnow
soumething of our sucestors 5 oot only @ meeiler of personal interesl,
lmt also ome of historical importance. Where they  Dived, what
they thooght and did, sometimes umidler wlverse conditions, ought
o Beach us & lesaom i copleatment, and give us o maore oxact
knowledare of aurselves,

T'will not troable the reader with details of the difficulites of col-
lecting genenlogical information,  This work bas 1aken the most of
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oy sfuire time for twopears past, bat nevertheless it has been pur-
smed with increasing intérest,  The pleasure of hoving formed
new aoquaintances among my kinsfolk, the consciosness of having
e @ Tittle service for them, and the finished sk scem to tell me
that the time has heen well spent.

Cr acknowhedgements and thanks are due W the sarors mem-
bers of the family whe hove so generonsly jesisted in the wook.
The descemdants of Abmer Dennison are indebted tw Miss (race
M, Rrogers of Froeport, who as with great care and paticnce com-
pileld that gmiry of the weonls,  She writes thal sveryleuly has leen
very kind, cnly one oot frmilies not having responded, and zhe
fecls grratefil for all the assistance received.. [ woold mention Mrs.
Trelie AL Rogers, and my cousins Johe Haraden Prad and Anmie .
}l-ngn:m, all ol wisan have contribanta] wiloabile dais el bave shown
a preat interest in the swocess of the work, | omomst slso mention
the late Mrs. Fackel . Reed, who was 3 preat help, having
written o e only 4 fow wesks belore her deith, and F, W Soule
Toir having sént valiva] peeonls and prompt eeplies o my e
uEstinars.

W are conscious that many crimis will he discoversd. We lave
taken catm case o gunanl ;ng']psl: them ol we wombed thank our
resulers o eormictinms,

A, T DENNISON,

Aril 18, 1o, Exrren, M. H.



CHARACTERISTICS.

It 35 not nausual for pueents @ teansmit W efspring not only
pehiysical bnild, feires, ond tone of voice, bt also mental qualities
aml even their characters.  Less fraquently does the child inherit
such wendencies from aneesboss moze wmots,

I the sty of a Fanddy ws 0 whole, certain chorscteristios are
Dol to appear through successive genemtions, A one of the
Denmisons, | might ho excosed Trom comments os a prejudiced
cbiaerver, il [ will sry to present fearly what 1 othink will be recog.
nige] by many as correct observations.

HNot many of the name Aave Leen distinguished ns professional
o7 literry men. Auny have been seccesstul in nsiness, some: cven
distinguished.  Tn the couvmonitles in New England where they
have liviad, they have been a mce of meo o do things in 4 modest
woy. In marny bmanches of the family there is great inventive
gevius and k71 in the nse of tools,  Sume have been ship-buildess,
ship-oarpenters, sea-caplaing, joincrs, uned farmers, and the guality
of their work in many a seaport miud Wown spesks out for their com-
mon konesty, While penerndly successiul in accomplishing wiat
they nndenake and sometimes snecesstul fnancially, 1 have never
known any of them to be small or mean in the uose of money.
They belomg to that class of people, who by werking, earning, amd
wsing money, hive conteilole] o the common welfare and made
our conntey adesimhile one,

In times of aationad peril and need the Dennisons have heen
represented on deck and in the felid of lattle, and have proved
fhemaelves o be men of st corage, amd patrictism,



EARLY HISTORY.

In the Enplish and ey Colonial records the name Tenfaon amd
it variations - Denyson sl Denpdson secemy 1w bave heen used o
desipnate members of the same family,  Mistikes 1 wrnting sor-
mames were frequent before people advanced in the ant of spelling.
The fumily manse of Soule was written Soul, Sole, Sual, and Sowl,
and the penenlopies of other milics show like variations,

The uncestors of the Eoglish Demisons were prodaldy Hoguaenols,
and came with ather Flemdsh emigrones {rom the portheast border
of Franee where the bame & siill & commeon one,  The records of
Upe Gaanily Gikewy Trorms the porish registy of Hishop's: Stortornd,
Hertlordshire, Englanad, wee the earleesl we oo, {See N, FoHisl,
and Gen, Ber, Vol 46Y.  An autobiopraphical letver by Maj. Gen,
Thanict Drenizan, found many yoars afterwards boy one of ks descend-
antz, Rev, Taniel Rogers, of FExeler, N H., gave the fitst clue to
e Towudpty amv Leglamd [rom which the Gwonily sprong. A charl
(s pupe 7} propared b §o Lo Glescock, 1., B, of Hishop's
Stortfond, frota the records of that parsh verified the statements ot
thai ledjer,

Maj. Gen, Daniel Densuncsays, ™ My fther waas o in Biing's
Stortond, Englind. He had two brothers, Edward and George,
whis il Tewd childeen,  Gootge was the younpest and was lving in
Stortford m o v6ye, i rother Fedwand, in the yeae (63, removeld
himse and fumdly into redund, where be diad iond Be0T s, Jobns
Trentson, who was 4 soldicr and majorof a regiment in the tme of
L wars, and dejuty-povernee of Corke, where Mro Wainwright
siow him. | heve peeeive] divers leliers Trong hin,  He was liviong
in Ihrbiine o the year 1670 1le piso statesthot Be wnl his
Lrother John were * bred scholars al Cambridge.”

The Wew Fnag, Hisg and Gen, Beg. states that until the above
mentioped letter of Maj, Gen, Daniel Penion bad been found, they
bl been wnsbide to find any teaces of the Tomily o Eeglaml 5 amd i
=ays that the Gieorge Dennison who settied in Annisqiam in 1925,
was uesilily 4 descendant of William's nephew, John, who went to
[relaml, Oy this probalde convection, see letter of T, Joseph
Diennizon, o gmndson of Cieorge, on page 3.
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PEDIGREE OF THE DENISON
FAMILY,

I. Johno living in Stortierd, Bshops Stoetfund, Tlerthand-
shibies, FEnghael, i o567 & i, of (dupme, was Lmr,at
Stuctlond, T, g, 0532 a0 Agnes, dan. af

CHILDREN.  LRORYHIN,

P, Lasgit, -3 Ang., 507,

Wil o 3 Feb: 1571, o
1l. Edwird, L " Apr., 1575,

Mury, Bl AN, 1577

Elizzbwthy 23 Aug., 570,
{ioange, o aqMar, r58s.
M. Falwan], lupt. & Apr,, 575, wont to Ireland 3o 1631t
edicd there.  Lis chibdren wero s

Annie, ]lll_lﬂ_, 14) Fehy, rfas.

Ssan, W ongy New., rfiog.,
Flisaheth, % a8 Sept, r6of; Dar 3o Auag, obig,
FILL. Juoha, Ho Stordond, 1§ Hept., 1012

(See Mew Foo TTat aod Cens Res; Yok 46,9 3535 and lor
HGL of Williun, see e \.'u],, e ¥ .'r‘;:]_

b letter by Capl. Joseph Dennison of Freeport & Gaailice to
fuamy of the Guuily, e woole os [oflows:  » Ay pramltather;
Crooege Dhieomizon was born in Dobling,  Drebosdcabout the year
thas (P} [on gravestone 16gg,] came W this countey at the
ppe ol ryoyonrs:  Beime a stadent at colleze i Bulim, be was dme.

=

S Tk sorthod b vew Boglaml, For inhiss ssterence bu ks fomily, soe
Ajprpaimling
o Julitn gaibn of Maj. Dianlel aod gieolaldy anceslae di Geage of Anmmsgaam,



