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NOTE

Reaners of My Second Couniry will find that the
opinion that I expressed in that book about the
dictatorship of the proletariat as a method of
transition from capitalist to Socialist Society is
modified here. The reasons for that modifleation,
arising from the experience of the dictatorship
of the proletariat in Russia, are explained in the
chapter on the subject.

I would wamn the reader that the descriptions
of various Socialist systems given in fhe present
book are neecessarily very summary and incom-
plete and need to be supplemented. I is not my
purpose to give a complete exposition of Socialist
theory, nor would that be possible within the limits
of a small volume. All that I have been able or
have tried to do is to touch on the various theories
merely in their relation to the particular question

of personal liberty.
R. D.
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CHAPTER I
Tur CoNDITIONS oF PERsoNaAL LIBERTY.

ONE of the greatest obstacles to the progress of
Socialist ideas i§ the fear that Socialism would
destroy -pezsonal Liberty. The opbjection is_nok
met by _pojntine oyt that for the large majority
of mankind personal liberty does not really exist
in present economic ditiong. That is true; but
the Tact that it is true is one of the strongest reasons
for altering the conditions. Socialism is not pre-
sented in a very stiractive guise by the argument
that it would be no worse than the present social
system. A prisoner would, no doubt, be gratified
by the news that he was about to be transferred
to a more comfortable prison where the food was
better and more abundant, but he would not be
aroused to the same enthusiasm as if he were told
that he was about to be set free. The enthusiasm
for Socialism now felt by a minority of the workers
will spread to the large majority only when they are
convinced that Socialism is really a path to freedom.
“ The proletarians have nothing to lose but their ..
chains,” but they want to be sure that they will
not merely exchange their chains for others of &
different pattern.
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