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PREFACE

To run a eonnecting thread through the sketches
contained in this little book were a futile task.
The thread would be broken at once; for could
Zola be tied to DBrunctiere, or Anatole Franee to
Vopiié? Reédited papers, gathered into one vol-
ume, are very much like a miscellaneous company
of steamboat passengers, cach of whom has pone
on board independently of the rest. When cir-
eumstances thus bring together the censured and
the eengor, silence among the passengers answers
for peace.

In 8 book like thizs the reader comes upon the
litevary portraits that are presented to him, only
one by one, as the captain of the boat visits cabin
after cabin.  Diverse in their tastes, in their tend-
eneies, in their smroundings, the French authors
hera brought before the American reader will re-
ceive, 1t is hoped, at least a little of the faver
which we give in France to the masters of Amer-
iean literature. The aim of the writer of these
sketehes Lias been above all to win for her com-
patriots, from the reading public in the United
States, some slight return of the esteem we cherish
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for Emerson, Hawthorne, Poe, Longfellow, She
has sought to make the essenee of the French
literary genins felt by the readers of a foreign
country which she admires sincerely, and which,
throughout all its history, has ever been sympa-
thetie toward us politically and industrially.

If the American people shall grant to these por-
traits a little of the cordiality of reception which
they have given so generously to some of the ori-
gals, the author’s efforts will be fully recom-
pensed.

Paras, 2 March, 1898,
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