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PREFACE.

2 CONTRIBUTE these pages to the domestic
4 history of Mlintshire, to which they properly be-
i < fong. I have confined them to the times coeval
W<y @) with our county, instituted by King Edward I,
in whose reign we became a household and 2 race at Hanmer ;
and, as will be seen, I have not ascended into the Welsh pedi-
grees, however directly the early marriages lead up to them.
Nevertheless, as 1 have observed that Sir David Hanmer, who
sat among the judicial lords in Parliament in the reign of
King Richard II., was descended from the Welsh prince and
lawgiver, Howell Dha, I should have said that this was
through Angharad, daughter of Howell, and wife of Tudor
Trevor, ancestress of Sir David’s mother Agnes, as well as of
his own wife Angharad ; and the same descent comes again
into the family by two later lines. To turn to a different kind
of pedigree, that of the white cattle in the park here, of which
I often heard in my youth, the last of them having been killed
by Richard Bateman of Llynbedith, after the Speakers’ time,
I think they were likely to have been of a breed I lately saw
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in Caermarthenshire, supposed to have existed there ever since
the time of the princes of South Wales. They might easily
have been brought from thence,2nd their habits and character
would have been much more suitable to the extent of this park
than those of the fierce and shy wild cattle of the north, which
cannot be kept in a space less than what is fit for red deer.
How little adapted the [atter are for any but a wide range of
ground, was shown in my remembrance in the neighbouring
park of Emral, where an unfortunate blacksmith, going to old
Sir Richard Puleston's hunting stables, was knocked down by
a stag and killed The new Ordnance Survey has been com-
pleted and published for Klintshire since I began this book ; it
commences at the northern end of our parish, where the town-
ship of Willington and the cottages of Talarn Green adjoin the
river Elf, a name which I do not perceive that it has preserved
as it ought to have done, merely calling the stream there by
the modern vulgar term of the Wych brook. The Survey
then proceeds through Tybroughton, Halghton, and Hanmer,
to Broningten and Bettisfield, and finds there are in all, less
the decimals, 14,307 acres, but these include the Fens Moss.
Among the changes which I can remember, I may mention
the departure of adders from this pleasant wilderness; it was
once so full of them that a spertsman could hardly walk across
without sceing their curling necks and inquiring heads directed
against his leather gaiters. Now there are few or none. I
believe the railway whistle is the charm they have listened to;
possibly also they have been scared by the engine-kindled
fires,

The sczle on which this preat new map is drawn is such,
that it shows the flower beds in the garden here, and grouped
and single trees; among them I distinguish some walnuts, to



PREFACE. vii

whose round and flourishing tops the West wind cries Sparge
muces now, which thirty years ago were nuts themselves,
brought by me from the old Whitehall, at Shrewsbury. In
nomenclature, though attention has been directed to it, the
Survey rather fails; for instance, where was the name of Bryn
Vechan discovered belonging to Gredington? They have not
marked the Ozf’s orchard on the Fens Moss; the stream is
shown, but not the Roman name of the river Roden, There
is @ place called Celica, which looks like & name attached to
some new ritualistic establishment; it is, in truth, nothing of
the kind, but perhaps was originally *“Caer liky,” which, I
believe, may mean Lucy's bank or hill. I see no more traces
of shortcoming in this fine work, for which we are under in-
finite obligations to those who directed it ; the services it may
render in the re-arrangement of fences, without disturbing
necessary bounds, zn agricultural improvement of some deli-
cacy, though of primary importance, promise to be great,
The number of small enclosures which it shows yet is remark-
able; we have fortunately room for them of all sizes, and
neither Bishop Latimeer nor Mr. Arch conld find fault with us
in this matter, Over the fiekls thus inhabited and divided may
each morning cry cheerfully, ** #venir "'—may the breezes that
hover about the sunset be mingled with freshness and repose.

Hi
Bettisfield, October 3rd, 1875,



