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Yntroduction

RHAPS no other person not conneéted
P‘iwith the military service contributed in
so great a degree to General Grant's suc-

cess in the American Civil War of 1861-1865,
as the Hon. Elihu B. Washburne, to whom the
following forty-eight letters and parts of let-
ters were addressed, during a period of nineteen
years. Beginning in the first year of the war
the correspondence was continued uninter-
ruptedly until after the close of Grant's second
administration and his return from the ex-
tended tour around the world, The letters are
certainly of no inconsiderable historical value,
being dated in many instances from such fa-
mous battle-fields as Fort Donelson, Shiloh,
Vicksburg, Chattancoga, and the Wilderness,
and revealing in an interesting manner many
of the strongest and most admirable traits of
General Grant's charaéter. T'hese private com-
munications contain his views upon men and
affairs in the western hemisphere, as well as in
many of the foreign lands which he visited. His
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spirit of the, Japanese, will be perused with spe-
cial interest,

All but three of the letters contained in this
|| colle&ion are of a striftly personal charaéter,
il the exceptions being Grant’s official communi-
i| cations of January 23, 1862, November 13,
il 7863, and July 19, 1B64, addressed to Mr.
il Washburne, Secretary Stanton, and President
f| Lincoln. These were found among the Gen-
eral’s two score and seven private letters. A por-
tion of these, relating to the war, appeared in
the Life of Grant (Great Commanders Series),
{lll while some of the others were published in the
numbers of the North American Review, for
July and August, 18g7.

flii Elihu Benjamin Washburne (1816-1887) was
I} 2 member of Congress from [llinois, where
{Galena) at the commencement of the war,

first met at that time: they immediately be-
came friends, and during the four years’ conflict
Woashburne was the constant. supporter and
sturdy defender, in Congress and elsewhere, of
the silent commander, whe would never vindi-

Grrant was employed as a clerk. The two men [ff










