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THE REV. ROBERT NARES, A. M.
ARCI-IDEACON‘ OF STAFFORD,

CANON RESIDENTIARY OF LITCHFIELD.

Deax Stxr,

Ir Patronage has a demand upon the gratitude of an author,
Friendthip has a claim of equal validity, which the ungenerous
alone will refufe to acknowledge. But an uninterrupted friend-
thip’ of forty years continuance impofes obligations of fuperior
impo&ance : it confiders advice on the one part, and attention on
the other, as reciprocal duties, and interchangeable according to.
the exigencies which may occur.

1 had concluded my Commentary on Ancient Commerce, I
had relinquithed my purfuits conneded with the fubjed, and I
had promifed to intrude no more npon the indulgence of the
public: but you have confantly maintained, that the Commen-
tary, withont the Originals, was incomplete; and that the Ori-
ginal in one inftance was either not procurable, oi', if procured,
that the value was inadequate to the price..



viii DEDICATION.

In deference therefore to your judgment, 1 have proceeded to
the execution of your plan; and I fubmit the refult of my labour,
not without hefitation, to the tribunal of the Public. Profitable
it cannot be.; and credit, if credit fhould accrue, I fhall confider
as derived from fuggeftions originating in the partiality of a
fricnd: but in no cafe thall the failure of my hopes diminith
the regard and efteem which I owe you for the fincerity of your
advice, or the conftancy of your attachment, Imprefled with
thefe fentiments, I fubfcribe myfelf

Your faithful friend and fervant,

. WILLIAM VINCENT.
July 1, 1809,




PREFACE.

———

ALL the editions of the Peripliis of the Erythréan Sea are now
{o fcarce, that a fingle copy is feldom to be met with in the molt
extenfive catalogues. This has been the principal inducement for
undertaking the following publication.

A fecond objed was, to enable every clafs of readers to com-
pare the contents of both the eriginals with the Commentary
already publithed, and to judge whether the dedudions were
corredt, or the conclufions juitifiable,

To effett this purpofe, the tranilations are given in a ftyle of
language fuitable to the narrative of a navigator and a merchant:
all embellithment therefore, or curiofity of expreflion, are dif-
claimed. Butif 1 have failed in giving the genuine fenfe of the
originals, or in preferving the purity of the Englith idiom, it is
but loft labour after all.

The verfion is not literal, neither (if executed according to its
intention) will it be thought diffufe. To comprefs is more de-
firable than to dilate; but circumlocution is preferable to ob~
feurity.

The language of the Periplis, more efpecially, is fo abrupt and
concife, that without the aid of infertions, in fome inftances, the
fentence would be incomplete ; and in others, unlefs fome liberty
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