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PREFACE.

- "I book i8 the remlt of an attempt to collect and put
together the acattered notices on fossil resing, exclusive of
those on amber. We believe that this has not beem at-
rempted as yet, and muet therefore give this as an excuse
for the veriooe shortcomings which may be detected by
the reador,

The articles pablished on this subject are to be found
among the bulletine and procesdings published by varicus
scientific societies. Many of them are to be met with
ounly after a tedicus search, and some cannot be found st
all, except perhape in the grest libearies of the world,
which are inaccessible, save to those who live near them,
No attempt has been made to condense the varions papers
inte a whole, it seeming preferable to let each aythor
speak for himeelf, and allow the reader to draw his own
conclusions.

The material here presented is lameotably meagre, but
it in all there ia.

The very origin of the application of the name “Copal ™
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to the varlous varnish resine cannot be pointed out, For
imstanoe, —

“ The English Expositor, * London, 1863, gives
"{opal. A white rogin of muoch brightness, brought

from the West Indies. The people there ware wont
to make perfumes thereof in their sscrificea.”

#“The English Dictionary,” E, Coles, London, 1708,
givea .

“Oopal. A perfume of white rosin, from the West In-
ﬂiﬂ,“

 Webster's Dictionary,” 1878, gives
“Copal. (Mexican, Copsalli, a generic name of resins.

Clavigers.) A resinous substance Sowing spontane-
onely from two trees found in the East Indies and in
Central or Southern Americs (Elsocarpns copallifers
snd Rhps copallinum), used chiefly in the manufac-
ture of varnicheg, Ure.”

In some cases, notably that ¢f Dalman, the locality
from which the insecte described have come is not given.
This Is to be regretted, as it gives no definite habitat to
the insects described and flgured. An interesting fsld
for the entomclogist liea waiting bers, Little has beem
done toward the examination and classification of the
insects contained in thess resing, although soma of them
are exceedingly rich in inclosions. It is probably true at
thie dsy, as it wae when Dalman wrote, that the smaller
insects of those countries, wherein the fossil resins are to
be found, bave eacaped the atiention of entomologists
who have reported on those reglons, However this may
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be, there is an abundant opportunity for work in a little
explored region,

TFhere are but few collactora of these beautiful objecta,
The pieces in the rough, as they come into the market,
are not easily procured, unless especial facilities are
granted to the collector, and the labor of cutting and pol-
lshing the pieces is very tedions. But when tha pieces
are properly cut and polished, the reward kB commensa-
rate fo the labor. i

The thanks of the compilers are due to Me, 3. F. Eunz
and to Mr, L, P, Gratacap for sesistance and advice
kindly rendered doring the preparation of the book.

CLARENCE LOWH,
Hexry BooTH.
PoUGHEERPEIE, M. Y., 1801,






