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PREFACE,

“Venly, verily, I say unto you, He that hearcth My
word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, hatly ever-
lasting life, and shall not come inte condemnation ;
but is passed from death unto Lfe1 Such is the
testimony of the Lord Jesus Chrst.

It is the testimony of One concerning whom it is
declared, “The Word was made flesh, and dwelt
among us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of
the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and
truth,” 2

It is the testimony of One fo whom a distingnished
Pharigee confessed, “We know that Thou art a teacher
come from God.” 3

It is the testtmony of One who said, “to those
Jews which believed on Him, If ye continue in My
word, then are ye My disciples indeed ; and ye shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you
free” 4

It is the testimony of One who exclaimed on the

¥ John v 24. ¥ Iohn L 1.
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vi Preface,

earth, and still exclaims from heaven, * I am the way,

the truth, and the life: no man cometh unio the
Father, but by Me."!

Surely it is testimony worlhy of the most carclul
and respectiul attention.

1 Juhn xiv. 6.
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#Y¥orr hath He quickened, whn were dead [n trespasses
and sins; wherein in time past ye walked according to
the course of this world, according to the prince of the
power of the air, the spint that now worketh in the children
of disobedience: among whome also we all had our con-
versation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling
the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were b
wature the children of wrath, even ag others. But Gﬂd!:
whe is rich in mercy, for His geeat love wherewith He
loved ug, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened
us together with Christ, (by grace ye are gaved).”?

Such iz the testimony ufyLEe Haoly Ghost, addressed ta
saints who were specially lavoured by the advanced and
sublime revelations eontainéd in the epistle 1o the Ephe-
sians. He does not say that sin had introduced some dis-
order into the moral faculties of the soul. He does not za
that they rotained & divine spark in the breast, which, wit
the kindly influences of proper culture, eould be kindled
into a flame. He does oot say that they possessed a germ
which, withthe appliances of veligious teaching and Church
nurture and goad cxample, could be dmrc:]npd;d into salva-
tion. He does not say that they had been injured by the
fall, and were like a man with a broken limb who needs a
surgeon, or like a sick man needing a physician ; but they
were dead, and therefore needed God, 3 the inspired
Apostle vsed language with even an ordinary degree of
intelligence and meaning, he plainly teaches that those to

Y Eph. i, 1=t
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