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FOREWORD

r—~ HIS unpretentious work is not the
1S product of a literary ambition.
~ Though my story deals with events
that will live forever in the records of our
country, I have not sought to give it the
wings of poetie fancy whereby it may fly
into the libraries of the earth.

Within the happy family cirele, from
which my children are now gone, these oft-
recounted reeollections became a part of
their edueation. I permitted them to turn
the pages of my memory, as the leaves of a
- book, that they might learn the vanished
glory of the old South—the loving loyalty
and the sad travail of her people. And [
trust that they learned also that our unfor-
tunate Civil War—now, thank God, nearly
sixty vears behind us—was a clash of honest
principles.

That there were wild-eyved agitators and
- extremists on both sides, and that each had
its sealawags and low-flung ruffians, there
can be no doubt (and some of these—alas!'—

"
0l



Foreword
0 CEE80 00D 00 ST 0 R0 0000000000000 0 S0 L0000

still live) ; but the masses of the soldiers of
both armies, who bore the brunt of hattle
and suffered the privations of those sorrow-
ful years, were patriots; and he who speaks
ar writes to the contrary is an enemy to our
reunited country and an element of weak-
ness and danger in the strength of the na-
Eion.

My two beloved daughters have prevailed
upon me to rvecord my experiences of four
vears as i Confederate soldier, in the form of
a brief printed memotr; and so, impelled by
my regard for their wishes, I enter the work
for them and for their descendants, without
any thought of placing a literary commodity
upon the counters of the country; and yet 1
must so write that, wherever this volume
may chanee to fall into the hands of a stran-
ger, he may lind in it that one essential to
such a story as this is—Truth.

THoMAS D. DUNCAN.




DEDICATION

2O HIS hrief reminiscent story is affee-
' tionately dedicated to my two grand-
sons, Shelby Curlee, Jr., and William
Peyton Dobbing, Jr., in the hope that it may
help to teach them two great truths—that
the old South that was and is no more, and
the gray armies that fought for its glory,
its principles, and its institutions, are enti-
tled to their devotion and respect forever;
and that the nation by that strife once sev-
ered, now reunited and in peace, is insep-
arable and eternal—the guardian of the
highest ideals of mankind, the pioneer of
liberty and of world democracy.
THoMAS D. DUNCAN.




CONTENTS

——

CHAPTER |

The Tocsin of War. ... . =L : == L]
Cuaprer 11

Mobilization ...ece---- SS— . 21
CHapTER 111

Henry and Donelson S 3 24
Cuarrer IV

Corinth Again the Contero. . - -

CHAPTER WV
Strange Outcome of o False Alarm : : . 2D

CHAPTER V]
Shiloh __ L. T e P PR P - Ah

Caarten VI )
Corinth After Shiloh _ . . ___ e e i ]

Cuarrere VI
Battle of Rienzl ____  ewem-—ccomm—oo == e

CHAPTER 1X
Murfreeshboro and Kentucky Campaign. o EaH

{UHAPTER X
The Buttle of Corinthe.. . ______ - - BR

Cuarrer X1
Weost Tenmesses - - oo emcmmeace———— o 1

UHarTER WII
Mildle Tennessee . R e e 1

Crarree X1
Pursuit of the Streight Babders . 0 . I

Cnarter XIY
ot 1) T D Y O ol g L R ; oot L

i



Contents

000005000 000000050050 00100 0 0

CHAPTER XV

West Tennessee _ .
CHAPTER XV1

Gon "Hooey” Smith oo eeeeaaa..
CHAaPTER XV

Faort Tillow - oo e
Cuarrer XVIH

A Peraonal Sorrow LHT S N

CHAPTER XIX
Batltle of Brice's Cross-Roads_ -

CHAPTER XX

Harrisborge amd Topole, Miss__ . __.

CiarTer XX
Haid Into Momphis

CHAPFTER NXII

Raid Inte North Alabama amd Middle Tennessce_

CHAPTER NXN111
Sulphur Trestbe, Ala, ___________ _ _ _

. CHaPrER NXIV
Fourth Invaston of West Tennessee

CHarTeR XXV
The Perinning of Dark Daya_ .- . .. _

CHAFTER XX VI
The Last Flickering of the Great Flame_ -

CHAPTER ANV
Reconstruction . . ___ . _____

CHAPTER XXV

Armericanism Trivmphant _____________________

BT

132

146

18

175

174

tufi

LX)

207



CHAPTER 1

THE TOCSIN OF WAR

J N yielding to the request which has
© brought forth this effort, 1 shall not
assume the role of the historian nor
set myself up as a eritic of any command or
commander.

Being in my seventy-sixth year, in the
calming twilight of life's evening, I feel that
I am capable of recording, without preju-
dice or passion, my impressions of that most
heated era of our country, whose momen-
tous events—sad, tragic, glorious—repre-
sent the summit of dramatic interest in all
my vears,

As it is impossible for any two persons to
see the same things exactly alike, it is but
natural to suppose that | shall present facts
at variance with the views of some others;
but as my purpose is not that of the contro-
versialist, I shall have no quarrel with any
man's views, but to all who may be mter-
ested in this narrative 1 would say that the
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