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PREFACE.

Tie author, ou assuming the pastoral charge of a
charch in a thrifty and intelligent inland eity of Now
England, found in the community a large number of
young men not exactly sceptical bot a good deal unset-
tied in theiv views of relgion.  They were grodoates of
Grammar and [hgh selools 3 intellizent voung men who,
thongh employed a= clorks or apprentices, fonud time
to read the papers, the magazines, and oceasionally a
book. They had caught the drift of one zection of popu-
Lar thought,  They asked for some book which shonld
meot bricfly and yet fuirly the difficnltiocs which they
felt.  There were plenty of scholarly volnmes, saited to
men who had reccived o liberal edueation and who were
masterz of thotrown time, Dt 2 small, popudar amd at
the same time accurate volume, suited to this demand,
the author ecould not find, It ocenrred lo him to
invite these young men to state to him feankly their
perplexities, and then to give o course of lectures on the
generil znlject of these ““ Difficnliics.” "The lectures were
siven to erowded honses on Sanday evenings, one i ench
mouth, for two suecessive seasons, It has been thought
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that good might Le doue by publishing selections from
these lectures. A few of them have been taken, and
the style somewhat changed from the spoken to the
written form.  The aim has been to give the results of
caveful study withont the processes, to be as ncenrate in
the statement of fucts as if the work were to be uzed as
a text-book, and yet to keep in mind the class of young
men for whom it is designed.  Every chapter, without
an exception, has growo ont of an aclual conversation
held with seme yonng friend or else ont of some letter
or wessaze received from him, When delivered as lee-
tures the auther reevived repeated thanks from individ-
nals to whom they were helpful.  Given originally to
Lig former charge at Concond, W, I, & portion of the
Teetures have been repoted to the congregation which ho
now serves in Lynn, Mass, It is his prayer that God
mity make this little volume a blessing to those who

read it.
D W. F.

Lyxn, Maas,
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CITADPTER I
Tur Yorxa Max's Book

It iz told of o certain publizher tliat he wag in despuir
Beesinze a vival firm had dzsned 20 many excellent and
successful Looks of advice to the youngz, e confilad
hiz perplexity to o fricml.  That foend wlvized him to
select the finest paper aud the clesrest type, aind then to
reprint that book of the Dible known as ** The Proverbs
of Solomon ™ under the vew amd startling title of
“ Coonsels for Young Men by a King,”  Whether the
advice was followed, and whether if followed the venture
was suecesxful o8 a Insiness gpeculation, iz net known,
But this ¢ certuin § that if some would be dizuppointed
at their first opening of snch & volume, on further
reading they would be compelied to admit that the old
book was new, and that the new book was the freshest
and richest of all the many volowmes addressed to young
(TTRET

Solomon had the advantage of konowing thoroughly



