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PREFACE.

Tue canses that led to the formotion of the systam of eontreciiona
here preacubed are stated in subssquent pages. Thers hes been, at lsast,
on earnest endeavor to make it accord not only with certain prineiples
of legibility and speed, which have been thoroughly tested in the best
#ystam of shorthand ever devised, tmt also with the pringiples of abe
breviation (developed in this work) which have heretofors been confi-
dently relied wpon by the Literary poblic; and it is felt entirely on-
neyeRnry 1o orave for it the lenjent exercige of judgment and oriticlem.
winée much rigid testing of it by practive hns Induced the liekief that we
system will improve in the estimation of writars in the proportion thas
& practical knowledge of it is attained.

There is nothing abslruse pertaining to the eystem—nothing which
cin wot be easily learned and resdily reduced to practice. Tta thres
aiyles wra three progressive developments of the pame principles—cor-
responding to three different classes of unass, Each atyle I amply
illustrated by Excreises, which abould be perused till ﬁmﬂjﬁtyﬁth
the appearance of words ar controcted is attainad. This injunction
shonld be faithfully heeded by ell who wish to reap the foll benefits of
the syptem. The Exercies, besides serving sa exercise in Drief Long-
hand, will, perhaps, fornish their resders with useful subjects for
thonght. Every reader secking the means of intellectual improvement
will thankfally accept the suggestions of the Exercises entitled, « How
to Aequire Ense and Correctness in Composition,” * Authorahip,” * Read-
ing to Purposs,” and “Common-Flacing.” The erticle om * Mental
Machinery,” from the Tvidune, is worthy the sericus eonsideration of
every educationist.



v FPREFAOQE.

The chaptor treating of Proof-Resding will doubtless be sceeptabls
to all who have occosion to correct the press. This chapter and the
Tabis of Common Abbrevintions make this treatise a complote work of
reference in respect of all the more genmersl contractions employed in
the language,

Contrections for sach special elass of subjects may be devised, bo any
degirabla extent, in sccordance with the principles speeified in the chap-
ter entitled (Genersl Prinsiples of Contraction.

The remarks concerning the abbreviation of the forms of letters will
be fourdd to contain maggestions which may be scted upon, with great
edvantegs, in the ubscntracted style of writing.

That this work may conspire with othet ¢anses in giving the homan
race opportunitics for Bpiritaal Cultare, apd for the attainment of that
rare, but desirabls, Bpiritus] Fresdom so beautifally described jn the
vamarks guoted in this work from the writings of the voble and swest-
winded Channing, is the earnest prayer of

THE AUTHOR.

Froumewie Daror, Xxwr Torx, Fums, 1857
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INTRODUCTION.

¥ Who that ks moeh In the hablt of writing, kes nob oficn wished for some mesnt
of expremlng by two or thren dealea of the pem, thal whish, as (hings are, it requires
mach an expenditore of Wme and 18bor to commit to paper®  Our presont mosde of
eommunieation most be fult fo be conthersoins (B ke laal degree, anworthy of ihass
dave of (overtlon, 'Wo require some mesns of bringing the '.TpeI"ﬂDﬂl of the mind,
andd af the hend, inio clager correspond M Epgilinh

Tue syetem of phonetic shorthand furnishes the maang of bringing the
operations of the band into eomplete sorrespondence with the most repid
operutions of the mind jn eomposliton ; and it 5 to bo hoped that the
game Tows of economy which have given the world the Blessings of the
railroad, telegraph, stesm printing presses, and various other time and
labor savers, will in due season confor apon fhe Lterary owd commmercial
world the nomerons adventages of phonetic shorthand or phonography,
Let the public be mude fully aware of the benefits of this gFstem as a
time and labor saver in writing, a8 o facility in atteining en education,
oz an sssisbance in nequiring a besutifally acourats pronunciation of the
English language and in overooming the verions defeets of articulation,
and g5 & means of pecuniary success for thoussnds of young men aod
women who thoronghly acquire it, and ere long it will be made & branch
of gtudy in all cur schools, or, in this cass, the same motives and reasons
will not prevail which consfantly induce progress in every other respect.
As compared with phonography, the present mode of writing results in
the waste of four fifths of the wast amonunt of time and labor devoted to
it ume. Give the thought and ensrgy wasted by the eommon Ionghand
the time that would be snved by the use of phonetic shorthand, and the
world would recsive for its investment o rich reward in the way of thonght
embodied in books and all kinds of inventions, In the mean time each
one who oan, from other immediate demands npon his attention, nfford
the negessary time for the acquizsition of phonography, will fnd himself
involuntarily assisting in the prevalence of that art by the praises he
will e compelled to give it for the benefits it will bestow upon him in
numersus WaFs.  Those who oan not afford s0 great an advantags, shonld
mot fail #o do the next best thing—leorn brisf lunghand.




