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INTRODUCTION

HE first great passion of the Lord Jesus Christ
was, and is, for the souls of men. “The Son
of man came to seck and to save that which was
lost.” In his intercessory peayer, recorded in John
17, he prays not alone for those who are with him,
but for all those who, through their word, shouid
believe on his Name, that they might be sanctified
as he was sanctified, in order that the world might
know that the Father had zent him into the world.
The Great Cominission was not given to the
Christian ministry, but to the Christian Church, It
seems quite clear that when the Master met his
disciples on the mountain in Galilee, “above five
hundred brethren” (1 Cor. 15:6) were together in
obedience to his summons. It was to this group,
probably containing all the avowed disciples of the
Master at the time of his crucifixion—at least all
whao stood the shock of that crucifixion and main-
tained the integrity of their faith beyond it—that
he gave the Great Commission, The evangeliza-
tion of men is therefore the task of the whole
Church.

Judged in the light of Acts 1:8, the duty of the
Church in bearing witness to Christ for the purpose
of persuading men to believe on Christ was to be
continuous and simultaneous; that is, it was to go
on continuously and evervwhere at once. The Com-
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mission certainly contemplates a continuous Church
activity until the consummation of the Age. The
very genius of the Gospel Christ gave his disciples
to proclyiim necessitazes the dominance of the Chris-
tian passion for souls. Wherever the Holy Spimt
resides in the tife of a believer, he is constantly tak-
ing the things of Christ and showing them unto
men,

The author of this volumie will point out the fact
that it is not the task of the mintstry to do the soul-
winning work of the Christian body. The Holy
Spirit has given some apostles, and some prophets,
and some evangelisis, and some pastors and leach-
ers, for the perfecting of the seints unio the work
of wiwstering, wnto the building wp of the body of
Christ.  Surely no right conception of the Christian
minisiry can degenerate inio an itching ear for en-
tertainment, An evangelical ministry without an
evangelistic passicn is a mworal impossibility. To
declare a church evangelical aad to confess it non-
evangelistic is to procleim a living lie. A loving
passion for Christ inevitably evemuztes in a living
passion for men.

la a very vita] senze 2li the problems which at-
tend our orgamzations within the local church and
within the larger grouping of churches easily find
thelr solution in an intense evangelistic activity, and
an iniense pvangelistic atroschere.  Pettiness, self-
ishness,  estrangements,  prejndices,  bitternesses,
seern tmpossible in the prezence of the miracle-
working God whose power and presence are fre-



