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MEMORANDUM.

The National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State
Laws i8 made up of Commissioners appointed by the Governors
of the different states, meeting in conference and organizing
themselves into & national body for the better accomplishment of
the work for which its members were appointed by the states.
The Commissioners, usually three from each etate, are appointed
under laws of the respective states creating them, usually for five
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years, with authority to confer with the Commissioners of the
other states and recommend forms of bills or measures to bring
about uniformity of law in the execetion and proofs of deeds and
wille, in the laws of bills and notes, marriage and divoree and
other subjects where such uniformity seems practicable and desir-
able. The officers of the National Conference consist of a P'resi-
dent, Vice-President, Secretary and Tressurer, elected annually.
Twenty Conferences have so far been held; the first at Saratoga
for three days, beginning August 24, 1892, and the twentieth at
Chattanooga, Tennesses, Anguost 25, 26, 27 and 29, 1910,

A complete list of the Commissioners of the several states with
standing committees will be found in the following pages.

The time of the Twentieth Conference was largely taken up in
the consideration of the draff of an Act to make Uniform the Law
of the Imcorporation of Business Corporations, the Act relating
to Family Desertion and Non-Support, the Act relating to Mar-
riage and Licenses to Marry, and the Acts prepared by the Com-
mittee on Wills, Deacent and Distribution.

The Committee on Commereial Law was authorized to consider
the subject of partnership at large and recommend to the Con-
ference euch an act on that subject as might seem advisable. The
committes wae authorized also to have Professor Samuel Willis-
ton prepare & draft of suggested amendments fo the Negotiable
Instruments Law, and have the same printed with annotations
and distributed among the members of the Conference, lawyers,
bankers and commercial bodies, and that such draft when con-
sidered and approved by the committee be presented to the Con-
ference for their action,

The Committes on Marriage and Divoree was directed to fur-
ther congider the draft of an act on marriage and licenses to
marry, and to report same to the next Conference with such
amendments as thev may deem best after diseuseion and con-
sultation, and that the new draft of the proposed act be printed
and distributed at least ninety duye preceding the meeting of the
next Conference,

The draft of the act on family desertion and non-support as
finally approved by the Conference was recommended for passage
in the verious states.
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The “ act relative to wills exeented without this state and to
promote uniformity among the states in that respect” was ap-
proved and its adoption recommended to the varivus states.

The Committee on Uniform Inecorporation was instrueted te
comsider further the subject of the draft of an act to make uni-
form the law of the incorporation of business corporations, and
after investigation and consideration to redraff the act and have
the game printed and distributed.

The Commitiee on the Torrens System and Registration of
Land Titles was requested to take up with each Commissioner
the adviesbility of the adopltion of the Torrens System in the
different states, and to send them copies of the laws of New York
snd Massachusette in this regard, providing for the investigation
of the Torrens Bystem.

The Committee on Vital and Penal Statistica was authorized
to print the uniform act on vital statistics submitted to the Con-
ferenee in 1908 and to distribute copies thereof among the mem-
bers of the Conference and others at least ninety days before the
next Annual Conference; the eaid act to be taken up for con-
sideration at said Conference.

In gecordance with the Constitution and By-laws adopted by
this Conference, the Commissioners will please advise the Set-
retary of the date of their appointment, specifying the law or
authority under which the appointment was made and the dura-
tion of their term of office; also of any changes in the personnel
of the respective state commissions.

The Conference earnestly urges upon the legislatures of the
several states, as well as wpon their Commissicners, the im-
portance of introducing at the next session all of the bills recom-
mended which have not passed, and the Secretary would ask
members to communicate with him whenever such bills are
introduced.

In case the list of Commissioners as printed in this report is
not correct, or any changes are made snbsequently, the Becretary
ghould be potified at once,

Extra copies of this report and such previous reports as are
extant may be obiained on application to the President or the
Secretary.




CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

OF THE

Commissioners on Uniform State Laws

CONSTITUTION

Anrroie 1.
Name and (bject,

Becrrow 1. This Conference or Association of Commissioners
shall be known as “ Commissioners on Uniform State Laws.”

Sgo. 2. Iis object shall be to promote uniformity of state
laws by affording the Commissioners on Uniform State Laws,
appointed in the different states of the United States of America,
an opportunity of meeting in Annusl Conference for the better
agcomplishment of the work for which they were appointed.

ArricLE IL
Membership.

Secrron 1. Tie members shall consist of the Commissioners
appointed under the laws or by the authority of the respective
atates of the United States of America to bring sbout uniformity
of state laws, whose commissions give them suthority to confer
with Commissioners of the other states of said United States.

Sec. 2. Each Commissioner, upon his first attendanee at an
Annual National Conference of Commissioners und on his re-
appointment, shall file with the Secretary of the Conference the
date of his commission, a statement of the term for which he is
appointed and a reference to the Act of Assembly or other
authority under which he has been appointed a Commissioner.
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Amrrocs 11
Officers and Commitiees.

Becrion 1. The following officers shall be elected at each
Annual Conference for the year ensuing:

A President, Vice-President, Tressurer, Secretary, and an
Executive Committee shall be constituted which shall congist of
" the President, the last preceding President, Vice-President,
Treasurer and Seeretary,” all of whom shall be ez officio members,
together with five other members to be appointed by the Presi-
dent, and after the year 1908 no person shall be elected President
for more than three suecessive terms."

Spe. 2. The following committees shall be annually appointed
by the President, for the year ensning, and shall consist of seven
members each :

. Executive.
. Commercial Law.
Wills, Descent and Distribution.
Marriage and Divoree,
Conveyances.
. Depoaitions and Proof of Statutes of other States,
. Insuranee.
Congressional Aetion, .
9, Appointment of New Commissioners,

10. Purity of Articles of Commerce.

11. Uniform Incorporation Law.

12. The Torrens System and Registration of Title to Lend.

13. Banks and Banking.*

14, Publicity. .

A majority of those members of sny committee who may be
present at any Annuel Conference shall constitute a quorum of
such committee for the purposes of such Conference.

R N

! Amendment adopted in 1508,
# Amendment adopted In 1808.
* Amendment adopted {n 18408,
* Amendment adopted in 1908,
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Arrroie IV,
Dulies of Members.

Secrtow 1. It shall be the duty of the Commissioners from
each state, at least thirty daye before each Annual Clonference,
to repert to the Chairman of the Execufive Committee the en-
sctment of any laws or the filing of any judicial deeisions in the
state from which they are sppointed, upon the subject of uniform
legislation in the United States.

See, 2. It shall be the duty of the Commissioners from each
state to attend the Annuval Conference of the Commissioners
from the various states, or to arrange hefore each Annual Con-
ference for the attendance of at least ome Commissioner from
their state at such Annual Conference.

SEc. 3. 1t shall be the duty of the Commissioners from each
state to report to the President of the National Conference the
death or resignation of any Commissioner from their state.

8go. 4. It shall be the duty of the Commissioners from each
state to endeavor to secure from the legislature of their state
an appropriation toward defraying the annual expenses of the
National Conference of Commissioners.

Sec, 5. It shall be the duty of the Commissioners from each
state to file with the President, Secretary and members of the
Executive Committee a copy of their reports to the Governor or
legiglature of their respective states.

ArTicLE V.

By-lows.
By-laws may be adopted, repealed or amended at any Annual
Conference of Commissioners by a majority of the Commie-
sioners pregent.

Arrtoe VI,
Annual Address.

The President shall open each Annual Confersnce with an
address, in which he shall communicate such changes in the
statute laws of each state as tend to promote uniformity of legis-



