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CHAPTER I

ANCQESTRY=——EBIRTH—DOYHOOD—ENTRANCE INTD THE
NAVY

17751703

“TraprmioN,” says Lord Dundonald in his Auto-
biography, “bas assigned to the Cochranes a derivation
from one of the Scandinavian ses-rovers who, in a
remobe age, settled in the lands of Renfrew and Ayr.™
With such a tradition the biographer of a great sea-king
will foel little disposed to quarrel. Nevertheless for
authentic vecord one muost nesds waib until the year
1262, when the name of Waldenne de Coveran firse
struggles into light among the fale of witnesses to an
ancient deed, A grant of King Kobert the Second dated
133D, confirming to William de Clochrane the lands of
Cochrane in Eenfrewshire, to be held by him as by his
progenibors, gives sufficient procf of the antiguity of the
family and of the origin of its name.

Robert Cochrane, grandson of this William, was the
first of his clan to win a place in history, He appears
in the year 1456 to have resizned his eatates to his son,
and to have betaken Dimself to the study and practice
of architecture, in which art he is aaiil to have displayed
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