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OF THE MERCHANT.—HIS FAMILY.—AND FAILURE.

Oh! 2 glorious epoch is  once on a time,”

And especially suited for legends in rhyme;

When, if the eventa with the dates do not chime,
Or we make a mistake in the season or clime,

We need not allow it our couplets to tease;

For if habit or costume do n't fall in with eage,

We can dress up our herces however we please ;
And scorning the fashions of head, waist, or foot,
Can laugh at Strutt, Meyrick, and Planché to boot.

Well, « omce on a time," then,—a long while ago,—

There lived a great Merchant. 'We 've nothing to shew

‘Whereabouts, when, or bow: for, In fact, we don't know.
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As regards him the chroniclers merit all blame,

For Froissart and Holinshed pass by bhis name ;

Even Doomsday don't tell to what lands he laid claim,
Though Fairburn and Catnach both speak of his fame ;
And through their traditions, from what we can glean,
A very great merchant he seems to have been.

The warehouse was built, where his commerce he plied,
In some tall narrow lane leading out of Cheapside ;

But to live there himgelf he had far too much pride,
And the smoke of the city he * could n't abide.”

So each day, at four, he laid traffic aaide,

And his books to the care of a clerk did confide,

In a snug first-class seat on the railway to glide;

And then from the station a short pleasant ride
Through lanes fresh and green, in the sweet summer tide,
Took him down his manor, and park fair and wide,

Baut, dearer than all his broad lands and domeains,

He studied the markets and counted his gains

For a triad of daughters—three beautiful girls,

With gay smiling faces, and long sunny curls.

And when he arrived from the city at night,

As they kissed their dear father with guileless delight,—






