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Tue Delegates from the Transveal to Her Majesty's
Government avail themselves of the permission kindly
accorded by Lady Molesworth to re-publish the following
pamphlet.

They have thought that the facts and arguments therein
put forward are so true and just as regarded the Orange
Free State in 1854, and that they spply with so much
greater force to the present position of Transvaal, that they
cannot but hope that the reproduction of the opiniona of
so distingnished a statesman may prove of service to their
country and people.

8. J. P. KRUGER.
P. J. JOUBERT.
AvpEmanty Horer,
Octaber, 1878,




MATERIALS FOR A SPEECH,
&e. &o,

Ir any person will refer to & map of Southern Africa,
and examina the position of the Orange River territory;
if he will conaider ita situation with regard to the colony
of the Cape of Good Hope; if he will ascertain the
nature of the country and the character of the races of
men who inhabit it; end if he will estimate the cost of
retaining it + I think that be roust arrive at the conclusion
that we ought mever to have tzken possession of that
territory ; and having arrived at that conclusion, he must
I think, ultimately arrive at the conclusion that the deter-
mination of the Government to abandon the Orange River
territory was & wise and a prudent one, which Parliament
ought to ratify,

For if he will look at & map of that part of the world,
he will see that South Africe stretches from the Equator
towards the Southern Pola in the shape of a huge blunt
promontory. It is an elevated table land, bathed on three
sides by three oceans, namely, the Atlantic, the Antarctic,
and the Indian. From the shores of these oceans, the
surface of the land rises towards the interior, not gradu-
ally, but by a succession of terraces, that arve separated
from each other, and from the great upland of the interior,
by ranges of rugged mountains. The lowest terrace, that
nearest the seaboard, is fertile; the upper terraces are
sterile, and become more sterile, and the dividing ranges
more tugged, as they sacend towards the interfer. Om
the southern declivity of this great promontory, stretched
out for five hundred miles along the terraced shores of
the Antartic Ocean, i8 our colony of the Cape of Good

42



e

T4

Hope. Tt iz cut off from the interior by the ranges of
rugged monntaing which T have just described. Beyond
those mountains arve deserts which extend northwards to
the Orange River. These mountsins and deserts are
elmost impussable, and they form for nearly six hundred
miles the great natural bulwark of the colony of the Cape
of Good Hope against the incursions of the savages who
dwell on the plains of the Orange and Yellow Rivers.
In the fork of these two rivers, in the heart of the
southern portion of the great upland of South Africa,
beyond the mountains, beyond the deseris, is a tract of
land, about the size of England ; this is the Orange River
territory ; though less sterile than the adjacent desert, it
is not capable of producing enything of much value; it
is incapable of extensive commerce, for, as T have already
said, it is cut off from the colony of the Cape of Good
Hopes, from the seabourd, and thercfore from eivilization,
by mountaing and deserts. It is inhabited by a few
Europeans of Duteh descent, who hate the name and
dominion of England. It iz inhabited also by many war-
like barbarians, who are rapidly acquiring skill in the use
of fire-arms and the habits of horsemen. It is exposed
along an open frontier of five hundred miles to the incur-
giona of the unoumbered tribes of the great South African
race of Kafirs. To keep possession of the Orange River
territory, Sir George Catheart estimates that at least
two thousand troops would at present be required, of whom
one-fourth should be cavalry. "To maintain these troops
in the heart of South Africa would cost this country
directly and indirectly not less than £200,000 a-year.
This expenditure would increase, and the number of our
troops would have to be augmented, in proportion ss the
savages by contact with us became better acquainted with
the use of fire-army, end with the arts of Europesn war-
fare., The new Kafir wars, similar to those of the
eastorn frontier of the colony of the Cape of Geood Hops,
would be waged in the Orange River termtory, but on a
larger and more expensive scale; and in return for our
expenditure we should reap neither honor, nor profit, nor
TEnoWN.
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These facts, I think, suffice of themselves to shew how
undesirable an acquisition the Orange River territory was,
and how desirabla it would be to abandon it, if the causes
which led to the acquisition of that territory, or the obli-
gations abtendant on its acquisition, do not now forbid its
abandonment with honor.

What were those causes! We entered the Orange
River territory in pursuit of the Dutch Boers, when they
fled from the eastern frontier of the Colony of the Cape of
Good Hope. They fled in consequence of the change
which we made, about twenty years ago, in our South
African policy. The new policy, then adopted, rapidly
led to a vast increass of our possessions in South Africa:
it led to the annexation of Natal, to the acquisition of the
Orange River sovereignty, and to the extension of the
nominal dominion of England over an empire twice the
size of the United Kingdom, the pgreater portion of
which is a howling desert, 4 barren 88 any on the face of
the earth. If that new policy be adhered to, that worth-
less empire must continue to augment, till it extend to the
Equator, and eover & large portion of the contiment of
Africa,

The guestion, thersfore. whether we ought to retain or
abandon the Orange River territory, may, I think, he
resolved into the question whether we ought to persevers
in or reverse that policy, which I have already said we
adopted about twenty years ago. Before that peried our
South African policy towards the native races was similar
to that of our Dubch predecessors. I will deseribe that
policy in as few words as 1 can.

About two centuries sgo, the Duteh landed on the
aouth-weatern extremity of Africa. They found in the
neighbourhood some ftribes of a native race whom they
named Hotientots, and who wers then a pumercna and
happy people; living under the patriarchial government of
chiefs; wandering about with flocks and herds in small
communities ; clothed in sheepsking; dwelling in move- -
able huts; riding on oxen; mrmed with bows, poisoned
arrows, and light javelios ; active and skilful in the chase ;
mild in dispesition, but courageous in warfare ; diminu-
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tive in stature, yet well proportioned; with ngly counte-
nances and features like the Chiness. The Hottentots
seem to have been the aboriginal inhabitanta of British
South Africa. The pgreater portion of the race has
perished, slain partly by Burcpean, partly by native foes.
For about the same time that the Hottentots were attacked
from the wast by the Dutch, they were assailed from the
east by those tribes of the great South African race whom
we cull Kafira,

According to the best authorities, all Afrios, from the
Orange River to the Equator, and from the Indiam to the
Atlantic Ocean, a vast space covering 27 degrees of luti-
tude by 25 of longitude, ie inhabited by innumerable
tribes, speaking analogous languages ; and though differ-
ing much in physical form, yet all probably belonging to
one great South African race. The tribes who inhabit the
interior, or dwell on the eastern seaboard in the neigh-
bourhood of our dominions, eonsist of tall, athletic, and
well-proportioned men, with peculier countenances, com-
bining the high forehead and prominent nose of the Euro-
pean, the thick lips and woolly hair of the negro, with
the high cheek-bones of the Tartar. They are said to be
acute, intelligent, high-spirvited, and brave; but cruel to
their enemies, crusl to each other under the influence of
superstition, and readily obeying the cruellest commands of
their chiefe. Their religion, if they have any, is & san-
guinury superstition, and all the efforts of the mission-
aries to convert them to Christianity have invariably failed.
They live under their chiefs in large communities,
Though seminomadic, some of the tribes have towns of
considerable size, moveable like camps; other tribes are
subject to & regular military system, and at times form
large and conguering armies. They seem to have the
remaing of & higher social atate ; they possess the radimenta
of various arts ; have some knowledge of agricnlture and
of the working of metals. Their chief wealth and most
valued property are cattle; in their eyea cattle-stealing
from other tribes, and especiglly from Europeans, is no
erime, but when skilfully performed a meritorious aet, to
which they are much tempted by their custom of pur-
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chasing their wives with cattle. These tribes were first
called Kafirs by Arab voyagers, who gave that name to
all savage nations who had not been converted to Islam.
The Portuguese and Dutch adopted it, and transmitted it
to us, who bave applied it specifically to those tribes of
the great South African race, with whom we have come
in contact on the eastern frontier of the colony of the
Cape of Good Hope. One of those tribes is the well-
known Amsakoss, onr most resolute foes, Of them the
tradition is that they descended from the interior through
A gap in the mountaing, and advancing from the north-
east’ along the terraces of the seaboard, settled about two
centuries sgo on the banks of the river Kel. As their
herds and numbers increased they moved on west-
ward, driving out and exterminating the Hottentots,
until they came in contact with the Dutch, who were
doing the same thing from the opposite direction. For
some of the Duteh, finding South Africa to be best fitted
for the rearing of flocks and herds, became a pastoral
people. They spread themselves over the surface of the
land, increased, and multiplied. To provide food for their
aungmenting flocks and herds, new and extensive pastures
were required ; and the Boers (s the pastoral Duatch are
called) also. drove out and exterminated the Hottentots.
The Boers arve a fine, tall, athletic race, good-humoured,
but prone to anger, tred in solitude or mmong inferior
beings whom they despise; they are self-willed, self-
relying, and apt to be tyrannical

When Boer and Kafir met on the eastern frontier of the
colony of the Cape of Good Hope, the superior cattle of
the Duich irresistibly tempted the cupidity of the savage ;
and & border warfare ensued, similar to what raged in
olden times on the frontier of England and Boeotland, and
on the Indien frontier of cur North American plantations.
The Dutch ecombined for mutual sssistance, and formed
an organized system of self-defence, well kmown as the
Commando system. When the cattle of the Duteh were
stolen, they assembled under their captains, followed the
traces of their property, seized it or its equivalent where-
ever they found it, and righted thenselves with a strong
hand. In these excursions, the Boer drew no distinction



