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INTRODUCTION.

What Jethro Tull * did to improve tillage, the
author of “Ten Acres Enough” did to prove that
intensified agricnlture on amall areas could be made
not only to support a family, but to yield a hand-
some profit, and heulth, freedom and happiness as
well. It has taken two centuries for the most ad-
vanced farmers to appreciate Tull and his teachings.
It has taken nearly half a century in this progres-
sive age to appreciate and to put in practice, in a
feeble way, the fundamental principles which under-
lie all our dealings with Mother Harth as set forth
in this modest volume of two hundred pages.

If one totally ignorant of the principles and prae-
tices of the varions oporations necessary to hring to
perfection the many planfs with which Agrieulture
has to do, were limited to two publications, T would
advise him to purchase “ Horse-Hoeing ITusbandry ™
and “Ten Acres Enough.”

“The mistaken ambition for owning twice (often
ten times) as much land as one can thoroughly
manure or profitably cultivate, is the preat agrieul-
tural sin of this country,” says the author. In
California where this is being written, this mistaken
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4 INTRODUCTION,

ambition prevails to an alarming extent. Too often,
farmers have become soil robbers. This state ap-
pears to excel all othersin its haste to filch from the
land every valuable timber tree, every pound of ni-
trogen, every vestige of humus that can be extracted
ata present profit however small, with apparently no
thonght of the future productivity of the land, the
future welfare of the farmer, or the permanent pros-
2erity of the community.

T have made a careful study of the conditions of
agriculture in the Santa Clara, San Joze and Sacra-
mente Valleys, and I am irrcsistibly led to the con-
elusion that the great ranches must be broken up
into small holdings before permanent progperity can
come to the fariners of ihe Pacific Coast. On 4 re-
cent visit to a ranch of several thomsand acres,
where things appearcd prosperous and tho cattle
looked well bred and well fed, 1 could not refrain
from asking the impolite question, *1loes it pay ?"
The reply was: “We have been here ten years;
have pnt in — dollars, gotten up at two in the morn-
ing to get the milk delivery wagon started in Lime,
have four hundred head of cattle and thirty horses,
and if T shonld scll out to-day, T would not have a
1ollar clear profit,”

A few days after, T called on my eollege praduate
Tiend. Tle has just ten acres all in froit—peaches,
apricots and prones—all of which he will dry, as
transportation is uncertain and expensive and the
angtern market for undried fruit precarions. Apgain
I agked, “Does it pay?"” He replied: « Well, we
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have three children, my wife and I have worked
hard exeept in the gix weeks harvesting time, we
have a comfortable living, some spare time, and on
an average secure a profit of about three hundred a
year after allowing a modest interest on the invest-
ment. The orchard is not yet in full bearing and
we should do somewhat better in the future and
vastly better when the well is bored and a pump
provided for irrigating once or twice yearly.” In
this locality, land suitable for froit is held at one
hundred and fifty to two hundred dollars per acre,
Where the planted orchard has been in bearing for
two or three years, that is, produces two-thirds of
a crop, it sells at eight to nine hundred dollars per
acre.  If well and pump are added, the valoe is in-
ereased to one thousand or eleven hundred dollars
per acre.

These two cases are typical, not exceptional.
After becoming acquainted with the inner life of the
owners of these holdings—for there are really only
two kinds, small fruit and vegetable holdings, and
large cattle, sheep, grain and hay ranches—one does
not hesitale to choose hetween them,

It all amounts to this: No one should control
more arable land than he ean maintain in a high
state of produetivity, the four great factors of which
are, gooil seed, suitable moisture, abundant available
plant food, and rational tillage. In a large majority
of eases where failure, or partial failure of an abun-
dant crop is observed the meagre results are due to
a partial lack of one of these fundamentals. The
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vicissitndes of weather have little effect, if varieties
and specics of plants adapted to the locality are
selected, if the plants are neither hungry nor thirsty,
and if they are comfortably grounded in old Mother
Earth.

Then the joy of seeing happy plants and animals
grow strong and produce “some fifty, some an hun-
dred fold ! ”—% Twere worth ten vears of city life,
one look at their areay !

Again and again the anthor of “Ten Acres
Enough ” recounts the happiness of observing Na-
ture’s modes of action at first band, the pleasure of
discovering now one, now another secret of 2o0il or
plant. How he revels in plain food and peacefol
shumber afler o day of intelligent effort in God’s
firat Temple under the open sky! He consulted
with his ncighbors often, Bometimes he  went by
thie field of the slotliful and by the vineyard of the
man void of understanding™ and, lo! he “esaw it
wins all overgrown with thorns, and nettles had
covered the fce thereof and the slone wall thereof
was broken down” Then « he saw and considered
it woll and looked upon it and received instruction.™

It did not take long for him to discover that sloth-
fnlness and ignorance were the cause of the untidy
comdition and meagro results of these plantations
which were duplicates of the one described by Solo-
mon. 8o he piled his table high with the best agri-
cultural literature and spent his evenings ait home
reading it. For vears he and his wife and danghter
were close students. When it conld no longer be
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said that they were ignorant; they all put on plain
clothes and worked—worked as only an intelligent
gervant works for a kind master—and the Master
gave ample reward when the harvest time came.
Reader, go and do likewise |
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