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INTRODUCTORY

Tma little work has been compiled in order to provide the
beginner in Persian with a varied selection of passages for reading,
snd aleo for trapslation from Eoglish into Persian. Each passage
has its own vocabulary siteched to it, and in the selection from
the Gulietan with whinh the Parsfay axtracts begin, sz also in
the extracts from the Shih's Diary, all vowel-points have been
inserted, as the author knows by experience how mneh time is
wasted by beginoers in endesvouring to read nopointed Persian,
Extracts from Pergian newspapers have been introdnced in erder
to familiprize the stndent with the jonrnelistic style, as also & few
copies of letters which will be useful au examples of correspondence
83 carried on emong frisnda. ;

The ordinary course of instruction in Persian bas been hitherto
confined to po-eplled ®clmesioel’ Persan, whereas for practical
purpeses & knowledge of the languege of to-day, modified ap it is
by foreign elements, ip essential for a eerviceable aequainiance
with Pergian. The few pages on Syotax will, it 38 hoped, supply
sufficient meterial for the beginner in hie early sttempts at
compogition.

OxFoRD :
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1. PHONOLOGY

Tee Persinng employ the Arabic alphabet, which has been in
uze among them sines the Avab congnest (4. D, 641-651). This
alphubet comsiate of thirty-two letters, which are conneeted from
right to left in forming words, Each letter ia subject to shight
modification of ferro aceording to its position in the word. If the
subjoined ewamples are carefully stndied there will be litile
difficalty in recoguizing the various firma of the lotters.

The studant is requested to read the remarls which follow the
slphabetical tables duriog his stody of the alphabet.

‘With regard to pronuneiatien it ghould bhs bwma in mind that
in the transliteration adopted io thiv work the equivalents of the
vowels employed are az follow :—

¢ has g wound hetween a ahort.ua.ﬂdashnrts:forenmp]e,
the word .3 Jus will be something between the English bue
and bass.

% has the sound of the u in the English words bull, full.

% hes the sonnd of the { in piskal.

The corresponding long yowels are—

4, which lias the sonnd of & in father,

1, which iz to be soonded like the w in June,

g, like the Italian ¢, or the es In beech,

The diphthonge which occur are formed when either of the
semi-vowels 4 vio or (s yd is combined with the shert a sovnd
represented by the mark = fatha. Thus,

3 i8 to be pronounced between the sounde of om in mouse
and o in fose. Ex. iy houz, & TeRRTVOIY,

& has s sound between ay in day snd de in die. Ex &
wnai, wine.
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