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There iz no fact, or trath in the Bible, which was designed to be &
eobjact merely of apecolaive regand,

TROY, N Y.
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Entered aczording o Act of Congraee, in the year 1832, by Wirrioe
Losx, in the Clerk's C1Ticw of the Couort of the orthern THatrict of the
Benta of New-York.




PRELIMINARY REMARKS.

Tre srgument of the fn]luwing' discourses is drgwn
up, vnder s deep sense of the difficulty attending a satis-
factory production ; and that arising, nok merely from
the state of theological opinion, but slse, the extreme
delicacy attending pome points of argument, embraced
in a complete view of the subject. Yet, grest as the
difficulty is, and to some minds, as disheartening es the
attempt, I am folly convinced that s work of this nature
is greatly needed : and am confirmed in the impression,
not only by the wants of my own fock, end their ex-
pressed ‘wishes in regard to it, but also, by the opinions
of able men, and professors of theology in our country,
with whom I have freely communieated. In a just
view of the design. T am strongly cssured, thet 4 work
of this character, compriging what is valusble on the
topies it embrecez; excluding from it what is foreign
ged local ; end embodying a pointed, clesr exposition
and defence of the doctrine inculeated, cennot be an
unaeceptable offering to the public. Whether T have
achieved the objeet in view, I am deeply aware, is for
others o judge. With zegard to myself, I con only say,
if sny other one would have performed the same task,
I should most willingly bave resigned my charge to his
disposal. But having consented to the publicstion of
this work, it is fit to acknowledge, that my best wishes
are answered, if the reasoning embraced in it be satis-
factory in the muin; end if; i other respects, 1 escape
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& charge 8o justly mede by many, as connectedwwith
ephemernl notices oh the same points, of prying into
things which ere unrevesled, and apparently at least,
dariening the eounsel of the Most High, by the reveries
of 8 “ vain and deceitful philosophy.

Buf while in the present design, I will keep within
the sphers of legitimate information, I em admenished
thet the eubjgct of jnquiry is one of a ferdle mature,
Taken as a whole, it is well denominated the disease—
the rtined stofe of s ! And viewed as concerned with
the relations between man and the spiriteal crestion, it
is one of inexhaustible import ; and must lie at the bot-
tom, not merely of what is oow agitated in our land, but
of all correct, #pirtual understandiog of the scriptures.
A fact, of which I am so deeply apprised, that in &
thorough investigation, [ resclved, treating professedly of
the disesse, to restrict my remarks mainly to that thipg:
end with respect to the remeady, particularly the disputed
ground oo which it is administered, I considered it ill
sdvised o mingle with it much of what js freely and
warmly cootested.

I remark that this work treats particularly of the
diseass. It conveys B sensation to my heart of peinful
interest, as connected with the manner in which subjects
of this nsture are treated by many people. I regerd not
so much the peculisr garh, in which they stand forth in
religions periodicels, or even the Germanizing character
of some preaching smong us, though it savors little
epough of Christ-like simplicity, but rather a certain
morbid appefite, by whick some, who profess even »
¥ form of sound words,” are indisposed to candid inquiry.
The cose of soch, I think, i much to be lameoted.
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They are instantly alarmed if any thing is offered con-
cerning our lost estate, s thuugh'we were obstinately
bent, notwithstanding we ever assert hie moral eapacity,
of abasing man below the infinite demerit of hif ewn
folly. A posture of things that clearly subjects them to
a donble condemnation. Fer while they are inconsist-
ent with their profeseed fuith, it is plain thet they over-
lock the grend point, withont which, there can be no
Jjust impression of the remedy ; and in the eonsequence
of it, become foolishly averse to any thing, which eculd
awaken a holy zeal in their hearts, or convey to the in-
tellect 2 new apprehension npon a theme of norivalled
solemnity.

Yet, whatever is proposed {or the regard of the read-
er, if founded in scriptare, will challenge s respect;
and by the judgment there passed, if it describe our
state suificiently, we must all abide, if ite judgment be
supposed io be sceording to truth. Impressed myself
with that conviction, 1 resoived, thet the evidenee of
the work should reston s ¢lose exposition of the inapt-
red volume. A course, of which the propriety is evi-
dent; and not only in this instanee, but generally so,
where topies are discussed, which are certainly & mal-
ter of inspired assevermtion.

If that be allowed in regard to their character, it is
manifest, not only as the word of God ie sn infallible
guide to us, but as the views cherished of one part will
exert an influence on the understanding in regard to
the whole system of revealed truth. An intimation of
which is given us by onr grocions Master, when refer-
ring to a certain sect among the Jews, he spake of their
doctrine, making it truly of the nafure of leaven ; and
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advised his disciplesto beware of it, lest & apice of error
in its ivfluence oo the mind, should beguile them away
from the simplicity of sanetified attainments.

Afthe same time, while a primary regard is due to
the oracles of divine truth, I designed bowever in this
attempt to pay some regard to the opinions of the de-
vout and excellent of the earth. To the concurrent
testimony of those who have agreed essentially in the
faith ineulcated ; especially, to the doctrine asserted in
the yarious standards of the Protestant Reformed Chuorch.
For the sense entertained by other persuasions is al-
ways a desirable fact, with those who respect the char-
acter of their fellow servants and compenione in the
school of the same Lord,*

* (f'the standarda ot esnfesdons of the reformed churches, on pointa
of duotrine, T wlall cite the Fllowing : Thoss of Aogsburg, the Becond
Helvetic, the French, Avticles of the Church of Englaod, the Relgie,
the Bohomian or Waldenses, Articles of Lrort, the Westmineter noel
the Bavoy Confessions. And sorae - historicnl notice of them T add
here, taken from s barmooy of Confbesione recently putlished in Uiden,
inconnexion with the Actd of the Syned of Doct,

I. THE AUGSPLRG.

#Thia confersion wos dmwo up ot the: Fuggestion of the prolestant
prinzas, by Malunchion, woder che direction of Luther; and wes pre-
setited to tha Empercr, Charles V., ot the Diet of Augeburg, in the
yoar 1530, fthas bean genarally raceived wod.ndoptad ne the eonfus-
sion of Taish of ali the Lodwran Chyrehes in Exropa and Amariea,”

Il. THE BECOND HELVETIC.

*The Grat Helretic confession wos feamred af the roquisition of the
rulars and Benate of Pegl by the delegntes of the Helvatinn Biatea,
which bad embraced the evangolizal dectrine, in the year J536, and
was sant and presented 1 the acaembly of Bivines st Wertemhorg, by
Bucar and Capito. But when the ficst gonfussion was 100 ehoct it waa
written ovar 4nd anlarged in 1566 by e Pastors of Zorich, and waa
approved -sad sobecribed umte, not coly by the Tigarines, {i. o, the
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With this declaration of my purpose, I close these
suggestions with intimating : That the argunent of the
work agreea substantially with the following suthors :
Witsing, De Moor on Mark, Turrstine ; A. Gibe
Boston and Colquboun on the Covenant of Works; Ed-
wards on Original 8in, Marrow of Modemn Divinity,
Bates, Brown, Ridgley, Toplady, Berry-street Sermons,

Canton of Zurich) but by their confederstes of Bern, aod Bchaftheo-
san; and Bangallis, Rhetin, Mythsosia, and Bienos, of the (Frison
league ; ood by the churches of Geneva, of Bavor, of Polouis, of Hon.
gary, and of Scotland.”

I1!. THE FRENCH.

1t wis deawe up and adopted by & Bynod beld n Paris in 3558,
and pressiwsd 1o Franels [T, King of Fravee, io beball of afl his pro.
Ioetant subjects,”

IV. ARTICLES OF THE CHURCE OF ENGLAND.

“ They were dgrand upo by G Arch-bishops, Bishopa and Clargy,
of Englend and Irsfand, in the convocation bhaldew at London, in the
wear 1582, for the evoiding diversitics of opioions, ood for the estabe
Gahing of congent touching trup religion. They, 3 in oll, were also
estoblished by & convocston of the bishops, clergy, and laity, ua the
stticles of fuith, of the Profetest Exivenpal Churchin the Ll Bfater,
in the yor 1001

¥. THE BELGIC.

“Thia confeasion wae fitgr poblished in the Franeh lnngunge, in the
yaar 1563, in the pume of all dre churchea of Balgis ; and wes confirnr
ed and adopted by the Synod of Uwir chirebes in 159, and rendered
and published in tha Dutch languags. The coofeesion and catechism
of the Daolgic ehorohes, and the sanona of Dart, have hean adepied as
tha faith of the reformed chucchaa of the Nathevlands, Aad these
azain heve baen received and edoptad in this comntry, as the confise-
sion of fith of the Amarican * Fafirmes Profstma Duick Church."”

VI. THE ECHEMIAN, OE WALDENEER,

"t This was drawn up in the yacr 1573, and was highly spproved by
Luthar Malanchton, and the whols vriiversity of Wirtemberg.*



