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DAN THE DREDGET.

However correet Mr Jones’s opinion
may have been of a good many of the
people who availed themselves of Matthey's
kindness, it was certainly wrong in refer-
ence to Matthey's landlord, Dredger Dan.
Dan’ was i want of help sometines, and
then did not disdain to aceept it from his
good-natured lodrer; but Dan was an in-
dependent httle fellow in his way, and
made a point of paying back any help he

got as soon and as fully as he could. A

VL. 1ff. 1
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very worthy little man was Dan, hard-
working, temperate, honest except in a
point or two in which his moral sense had
been warped by the traditions of his
calling ; God-fearing and God-loving, too,
in ‘a gemuine, althongh not alwaysa very
enlightened, manner. A short, brown,
shrivelled, silent little man, in antique,
many-patched garments, making liitle fuss
about Inis duty to his neighbour, but try-
g hard to do 1it, according to his lights,
as well as earn a living for himself; that
18 the best general description I ean give
of Dan. His employment was of a kind
that might have been supposed full of
gturtling incidents, and in the course of my
talks with lim I found that he Aad had ad-
ventures, but I was obliged to pull the in-
cidents out of him, one after another, by
main force, as it were. A long life of

which the greater part had been spent in
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golitary toill—by night as well as day—a
kind of toil which encouraged reticence,
and in meditations on weather, tides, eddies,
dead water, and holes and chinks in the
river's bottom; had not qualified Dan to
shine in conversation.

Of course, it was Matthey who intro-
duced me to hus landlord.,  Matthey had a
very neat, snug little room in Dan's apt
very neat, sung little house. Dan’s old
wile had a small brood of orphan grand-
childeen to look alter—the children of their
cldest son. All #hedr eluldren were dead,
and they had no one else to help them in
looking after these youngsters. Nobody,
but Mutthey, that 1s, who would often lend
the old woman a sailor’s handy haund,
when he happened to be at home-—would
help her in cooking, washing, carpentering,
elothes-mending, nursing. Matthey coald
manage the children far better than poor



