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PREFACE.

Tre bagis of this dissertation i3 the incontrovertible series
of palatal sounds exemplified in the English langnage of the
present day. These sounds are by no means peculiar to the
primitive speech, but have crept in at periods more or less
remote, and are still creeping in with or without our kmowl-
ed

%‘;e end proposed is to gather smeh words as contain palatal

coneonants, to trace them back to their original sources, and to
" justify their present forms through compsarative research in cog-
nate languages.

On questions of etymology, réference iz made almoet exelu-
sively to Bkeat’s “ Etymological Dictionary,” and in many in-
stances passages are quoted literally. These quotations are so
numercns that it seemed needless to designate them in any
specific way. Wherever a number is affized in parenthesis to
a word of several meanings, it is indicative of the order in
which Bkeat has taken them.

On pronuncistion, Stormonth’s “ Dictonary of the English
Language” has been generally considered authority. Tneident-
ally, however, reference is made also to other orthodpists, such
as Ayres, Phyfe, B. M. Skeat, and Sweet,—their works being of
particular value inaemuch as they frequently eum up conclu-
sions reached by suthoritiea of wider recognition, They are,
moreover, of special interest in that they eall attention to falla-
cious pronunciations and populer tendencies,

It was not considered necessary, or even expedient, to adopt
a system of transliteration, It is eufficient to note that & is a
compound vowel-sound, represented in pronuneistion by the
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4 PREFACE.

entire word yowu; and that 0¢ is eguivalent in sound to os in
the word raod.
The connecting sign = signifies equivalence.

Etymeological or inflactional relationship of two words, and,
in general, priority of forms are evidenced by >, <, — t.ha
form at the vertex being in every case older or primary.

Words with prefized * are no more than suppositional in
form.

ABBREVIATIONS
Anglo-F .. . .. Anglo-French. B R Northern English Di-
A B ........A¢;ngloSazon alect, 1.0, Lowland
Brat ... Braton. Hootah.
5 [ — Celtio. ‘NddE..... North of England.
Dan........ Tanish. .Morm. F. ... Norman Freoch.
Duo....... + .Datoh (mod.). FL o 0 5. - .01d Dateh.
B viivsinion English (mod.). Q. F........0ld French
E E. Early English. O.H4G..... 01d High German.
EW8... Barly West Baxon, 5 | {pe (14 Italian
B R French {mod.). O L.G..... 0ld Low German.
£ AN German (mod. ). QB .nns 01d Baxon.
Gaal ...... ..Gunlie, Pars ........ FParzian.
Gk . Gresk. Port........ Portuguese.
Goth........ Gothia, Prov. . coiai Provengal.
I8 csnininnas Lealandic FProv, E ..FProvincial English.
to.ooovnnns Italian (mod.) Beand.......Scandinavian.
? FIEra Latin (olaas.). Bkt,........ Hanskrit,
LL... .... Low Lakin. Slav.. Blavonie.
LateL...... Late Latin. Bpan...... ..Spanish,
L. W. B.....Lato West Saxon.  |Swed (dial }.Bwedish (dialect).
ME. ... Middls English. Tark...... . Tarkish.
M H.G..... Middles High Garman.
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CHAPTER I.
INTERODUCTORY.

§1. A comparative table of consonantal sounds such as are to
be found in the English langnage of the present day, and euch
as existed in the primitive Teutonie idioms, evinese consider-
able numerical increase on the part of the former.

§2. Most interesting among these additions is the clsss of
pounda generally alluded to under the name of palatal sounds,
and it {8 with this variety more especially that the following
dissertation will deal, in respect both to their origin and to their
development in English.

§ 3. Many instances enggested in a etudy of sonnd-mutation,
and here in particular of assibilation, consonification, and pals-
talisation, are confirmed in their present form by & comparative
study of parallel cases in other langnages. The organs of speech
aro essentially the same the world over ; and no definite reason
would preciude like tendenecies on the part of different peoples
. placed under similar circumstances, Meore espeeially can this
be eaid to be trne of a pericd when literary monuments and
national seademies had not as yet confined their respective
languagea to a set form ; and when consequently there was
nothing to thwart any sttempt st modifying hereditary harsh-
ness of speech in favor of such a new articulation as shonld
follow a course of less physiologieal resistance.

§4. This comparstive study yields pre-eminently rich resnlts
in the case of the English langnage. For not only ie English
notably unphonetio in spelling, but the pronuncistions insisted
upon by the varicus authorities are often so conflicting that the
field is ever open to the conciliatory efforta of orthodpiats.

§5. These divergencies are to be ascribed in very great
messure to the fact that the English of to-day consists appar-
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ently of heterogeneons elements. But an investigation of these
elements will show that there is really much more consistency
than would appear at firat sight.

§ 6. Inthe main, English syntax and grammar are essential-
ly Teutonie. The primitive Anglo-Baxon vocabunlary, it is true,
hag been impoverished by the loss of many strong, expressive
worda ; bot thie losa has been amply compensated by the vast
smount of Romanee material brought into England at the time
of the Norman invaslon. And, in ifs turn, this RKomance
element conid not fzil to leave many a lasting inflnence on nu-
merous primitive words with which it came in daily contact.

§ 7. As with Tentonic Janguages, so also with Romanece lan-
guages, palatal sounds were originally unknown. It is only in
the protracted course of time that in the colioguial talk of the
middle and lower classes during the declining days of the Ro-
man Empire, the strong primitive system of articulation gave
way to & softer, more effeminate mode of speaking. Thus in
the case of Romance languages, this change had taken place, to
a certain extent, previous to the introduction of Latin into Ganl.
The Low Latin impoeed and fostered in a new country by un-
cultured soldiers, was unrestrained in ite development. It grew
apace with the people, yielded to common tendenecies, end tock
such a hold that, at the time of the introduction of Normsn
French into England, reform was a practical impossibility.

£8. Dut as the onward march of events would have it,
Anglo-Sexon had been slowly nndergoing a similar change at
the handa of the English-speaking people; and the new ele-
ment was not only readily assimilated but it contributed in no
small degree to further degeneracy of speech in the native
tongue of the invaded soil.

Nore.—In connsetion with the gradusl evclution of palstala from gotturals
in lats Anglo-Baxon, of. Cook-Bievers’ ** Old English Grazmmar,™ § 208, where it
is sald in snbatance that guttursl sounds were transferred from Germanle to
primitive 0ld English withont changs. Tn the course of time, the original
gutturals beosme palstais in cecisin sltustions, and these sgain affected the
sounds in their vicinity in & particnlar manner. Initisl o, g bucame palatsl
before the primary palstal vowels and their {nmlsats, bot remained guttaral
before guttaral vowels, thelr #umlaats, and conponants,  Initial a2 shows a
tendeney to palataligation without regard to the following vowel, Medialcand




