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PREEFACE.

Tar incresse, of lafe years, of diseases arising from
an exhausted state of the great nervous centres, has
been remerked bymore than one eminent pathologist.,
* By a happy coincidence, the labours of our leading
physiologists have been for a consderable time past
successfully directed to a searching investigation
into the origin and distribution of the varicus ner-
vous forces, and the special and individual influences
they exert over every portion of the animal economy.
This fuller konowledge of the intimate relations ex-
iating between organie function and nervous supply,
hee enabled the pathologist to determine the im-
portant fact, that many diseases which were formerly
considered to depend solely on changes in the organ
which wanifested the greatest funciional distur-
bance, may be traced to an origin in some portion
of the great nervous centres themselves.

The spirit of investigation which has thues done
50 much towards furnishing us with an slmost cor-
plete knowledge of the conditions of the nervous
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systems in health and disease, hns extended 4o the
field of therapeutics also; and the true worth of
many important medicines, new and old, more
especially the nervine tonica and sedatives, has been
carefully asceriained.

The rocognition of electricity as & highly valuable
remedial sgent has also materially strengthened
and enriched the means of relief and curs now
placed at the disposal of the physician, while it hes,
in addition, fornished him with an unerring means
of diagnosis in many nervous diseases hitherto most
obscure.

Taking all these facts into consideration, we can
now say, that at length the origin of many obscure
nervous diseases has besn clearly aecertained, and
the remedies best caleulated to remove the morbid
infleence fully determined and understood; thus
placing the physician in a position to treat with
confidence, and full hope of a happy ismue, diseases
hitherto almost withont the pale of curative medi-
cine, but which may now be esteemed curable at
any point short of sctual structural degeneration.

Huea CaMPBELL.

88, Queex Awne STEREET,
Oaverpise Bouiks.
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