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PREFACE.

Following the commendable exangple of theiv
prodlecessors in office, the (roverning Commiittes for
1852 take plessnre in laying before thelr fellow-
members the second annusl pamphilet of the elub.
While apologizing for the tardiness which hos
orcurred in its imsoe, they feol thot ample cxouse
therefor i to be found In the delays ocenzioned by
the two whiely scparated and Important general
mestings in Janunry last, the necesarily «low ste]e
in the procurement of the new echarter, and, gen-
erally, im the difficulties and detentions Ineldentsl
o wetting sutisfuctorily in motion, what §s virtually
& new aywtem of moachinery for (he moverment and
direction of the club,

If the predecessors of this Commiltee, when
Breulng the firt club-pamphlet in June last, felt
that they had good cause to congratulate the club
on its past prosperity and fattering prospects at that
period, wwuredly this Committee may, with even
more renson, extend like felivitations to thelr fellow-
members. Sinee the date above mentionsd, in all
that indieates vitality, expansiveness, developmont,
progress—in & word, thorough and emphatie sue- |
pess, every phase of the club's listory has been
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nust propounced. I[ndeed, it may now be safely
| declared to have passed the experimental stage of i

its existence, and to have wequired o pleasing posi-
tion of assured stability, never before attained by
any similar organization in thia city,

That its foture may oot dim the lustre of the
past, nor disappoint the expevtations of the present,
i# devoutly to be wished ; that this s esentinlly
depenident on the gomb-will amd goesd ofices of Ita
members at large, is beyond dispute; and that in
their every effort to advanee s best Intéreta, they
may surely count on these, In the carnest hope and
Lelict of tliks Cosronittes,
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The nine mohths which have elapasil wines the
fwse of the first annual pamphled o Juoe last, have
eonatibuted a period of mirked prosperity for the
New Ogpteaws CHess, CHRECEERE AND WHIST
CLoB. At that dale, so far bad its socoess s rpasaed
that of auy Whke omganizalion, sither here oF elue
where, w0 persiatently hiad s progress overmn the
farihest Hmits sed by its most sanguboog well-wiahers,
et o continned advanes Wwia scarecly to be hoped
ﬂFMrtaitllg.' ool calenlated npon. And et in
almost svery direction that advancee has boen eob-
timued, abd t 40 great o degpos that it Indoees se-
ripis reflection at this thiwe, &8s to what s, in fact,
the extent of the void in the commmumity which i
requires preciscly a glub of this descripiion to 1111,

For if s evident to every member who will eon-
sider but a moment that the souree, whehee the pring
eipal strength of (ke olub —its very large wember-
ship—has been derived, is far from exhansted, and
that an ample fisld yet remains over which ite
beneficent influenecs uay be extended. Itis, there-
fore, the intention of its management, relying, ns
they du, upon the ald and enconragement of every
good member, to energetleally pursue the same
policy of push and progress which has wrought the
congpicuour suecessed of the past, For, after all,
every suceess is only relatively complete, and mueh
as has been dope, much yel remains worthy our
best efforts to attain,  The formal incorporation of

the club by charter gives it a definitoness and com-
i
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' nopted that it includes daily papers from noerly every prin-
ehpald cliy of the Unlon,

e

| in the right direction, but on which, it is believeod,
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pactness of organization which will enable [t Inrge
metnbership to be wielded to far greater advantage
than heretofore, and will facilitate the accomplishe-
ment of the objects in view. Foremost of these In
pofnat of pressing importance is the formation of

A STANDARD LIBRAEY, :
unn oliject edpecially referred to, moreover, in e
charter of the elub,  The separute establishment of
the reading-room, in the lutter part of the past year,
aml the greal enlargement of its supply of the best
newspaper aml magazine literature current in this
vounlry and Europs® have constitoted & wise step

—

siioidd be followed snd supplemented by the erea-
tiom of 8 library proper, @8 exbensive o2 the resonr-
ces applicable will permit, and composed chicfly
of works of refercnee, standard authors aned bewks
of informiation in general. This addition of e
solid substance to the largesupply of lighter corvent
literature already provided will place at the disposal
of menbers, in elose and convenient proxbmity to
busipes centres, an ample fund of literary matter,
vither for thu enteriainment or Information of them-
selves or thetr friends visiting the cily.  One of the
first oljects of the managenmwent of the clul will be
to vompass this end, ecither by =ollelting contri-
butions of books from members or by purchase,
or, possibly, by both.
EVENTS SINCE TUE LAST PAMPHLET,

Most notable among these has been the large and

constant inerease in the membership of the club,

“wisee List of Papets and Perlodicals on file, p, —, 1t will be

i
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pratifving a= evideneing alike {he sonndnees of the
principles npon which 1€ has= beon bailt wgs, 1ts wide
apprectation by the community, and its assured per-
migerediee i the fivdere,  The net moll of the club in
June last contained 2390 nomes, since which period
it has again nearly donbled, now showing a memn-
hership not far froon 550, Natumliy this mwoarked
inerense has necessitated an enlargemcont of the club-
povnnid, and the three apurtmoents, originally suff-
cient for ifs needs, have now been extenided to cover
two whole Hoors, comprising seven rooms and in-
cloding & larpe snd atfeacttve bitlinrd hwil, all of
whirh have Just been eoinpletely renovated snd
refitted. Fapecial attention hoas been devoted foa
thorough renewal of the bwo billiard tables, and &
fine new one has just been added.

GENERAT. MEETINGH. _

The Heeond Annual, and Foorth General Meet-
ing of the elub waee held Joanuvary 6th., 1842, The
election of offivers for the current year resulted Iy the
reeleciion hy acclamation of all tha ineumbents, in-
cluding the members of the (roverndng Comnmmitles,
[t was resolved that the elub shonld be made a
body politic under the laws of Loulsiana, by pro-
curing & charter, and that a complete revision of
the existing Constitotion should be made, For
this purpose a committes of six were appolnted and
ingtructed to report ot the next genecul meeting.
Pursnant to adjournment, i

THE FIFTH GENERAL MEETING i

econvened on January, 15th., 1882, and the new Con-
| gtitution and by-laws reported by the committee
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wers, after much diseossion and  amendment,
wdopted.  The new features erbodied were mainly :
the addition of four members to the Governing
Conunittes, Increasing its number to ten; the
election of new members by ballol; the ineresse of
the initintion fee to 55,00, wilh the proviso (st it
should be $10.00 after the roil shows G names;
the introduction of other games of cards, especially
two hamded games; the change of the beginning of
tite current club-nonth from Lhe' 218t to the Ist. of
cach culendarmonth; the inhibition of all represent-
ation by proxy at general meelings; the creation of
the offive of Librerian; and tha Jdelegation of the
managenient of The internal affaim of the ¢lub to 8
spevial House Commuittes, consiating of four mem-
beraselectd Ly the Governing Commitiee from their
own number. Messrs. Chas, DeRuyvter, Charles Jan-
vier, Joa. H. Spearing aml Hon. Ches. &, Ogden
were the additional members of the Governing |
Committes elected, and Tir. Paul Von Seydewitz -
was unanimously chosen lhrarian.

TOURNAMENTRE.

THE SECOND ANNUAL CHAESS TOURNAMENT
began July 3lst., 1881, under very favorable auspices,
and the Managing Committes, warned by the
expericnces of the preceding year, parefully avoid-
ed the mistakes fallen into by their predecessors.
The tournament was fixed to end on the 12th. of
Wovember, 1881, and stringent rules, which were
vigorously enforeed, made it compulsory upon the
contestants to play on stated days, at least twice a
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- week, Hixteen of the principal chess players of

i

the club participated in the contest for four prizes.




