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UICKSANDS are too generally the sites, and perishable

props the supports, uvpon which educational edifices are

erected. Edocators fail to recognize the fact that Lam-

Ferage s the granite upon which to build, and that the
Spelling-fosk is the substrocture of schooling. The simple apprehen-
sion of facis or refations which constitutes knowledge should be ang-
menied by formmlating and wsing these [acts or rélations,

Probably the educational period of greatest Interes:i, promise, and
peril, is the first seven years of schooling. At its beginning, the intel-
ligent youth of proper age, curioug, inquisitive, observant, imitative,
and enthusiastic, has no mean vocabuplary, no inconsiderable knowl-
edge of surrounding objects. Then It is as needful to provide the
right facts for his normal mental growth as to supply fit foed for his
bodily growth. These facts must be few. simple, interesting, grateful,
suggestive, and practical, They should mainly involve the simulta-
neous use of both mind and body, that they may be wronght into the
life, It goes well-nigh without saying that “ Things that have to be
done should be learned by doing them.”

In teaching spelling rightly, the sounds of the letters and their names
must be used, the exercises muost ba both oral and written, and the
lessons and methods strictly educational. As FoRM is most exercised,
and as spelling is essentially a part of writiag, the learner must devote
himsell to whatewver is most effective in training the eyc and the hand 10
the formation of words fa writlen chargeters,

Tk Grartiic Seerier is calculated for the educational period desig-
nated, and it is an exponent of the above views., The Muirnducsion
gives the necessary instruction and exercises in the elements of spelling
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and pronunciation, the kinds of words, parts of speech, and lines and
figures. The importance of Saér Fork in connection with Jroming,
Writing, Seunds, and Spelling, here receives a practical recognition
not heretofore aceorded it. Complete comfses of exercises in the ele-
ments of drawing and writing, on a uniform scale, are first given, fol-
lowed by numerous vignettes, copies for writing and priniing, and
pages of wiitten exercises, which constitute a progressive, practical,
and comprehensive system.

TeHE VOCABULARY contains more than 6000 of the most useful and
desirable words, so graded and classified with réegard o topic, oee,
sound, form, and length, a5 to add to the beauly of the page and save
one third of the space. The Lessons are short and strictly consscutive.
‘They relate to man's body, food, dress, home, life, mind, training, busi-
ness, physical state, schooling, religion, etc. [vedation Revieter are
invariably given. They comtaln essential definitions and discrimina-
tions, aptly illustrate the best wse of the words, and test the spelling.
Pronunciation Tecoives unexampled provision, The powers of the let-
ters are taught in the Introduction, ten pages of Slate Work are devoted
to special drill, all listz of words are classed with reference to their
sounds, and marked leiters and aceents are nsed every-where.

Lancuace Lessone are introduced at it intervals, suited to the pro-
gress of the pupil, and consonant with his natural desires and spontzne-
ous efforts. ' Without needless technicalities, they give a pracrical knowl-
edge of the parts of speech, phrases, clavses, and sentences, and many
of their uses in English composition. They supply observations, facts,
and applications which naturally precede the formal study of grammar.
The 4ppendix contains the Rules for Spelling, Capital Letters, Punc-
tuation Marks, Abbreviations, and illustrative Diictation Exercises.

That this little book may give a new impoise to the stody of our
native tongue, and exert salutary disciplinary effects by its congenial
exercises, is the wish of the anthor.

Nxw Yomk, September, 1884,
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HEERFULNESS should characterize all the exercises of this
book. Means fit, opportune, and ample, are supplied to
encourage, direct, and satiefy the natural desire of youth o

draw, write, and compose ; and to train the eye, the hand, the organs of
speech, snd the voice, in pronunclatlon and spelling. The lessons are
consecptive, progressive, and sufficiently short, if wisely used, 1o avoid
even the symptoms of wearingss,

THE InTRODUCTION i3 not designed to be learned wholly ¥y rote, nor
for consecutive use. The insirociion and the exercizes af firsr should
be chicfly oral ; and a practical knowledge of the facts, from the body
of the book, should precede or accompany the rules. Special sugges-
tions for Drawing and Writing will be found on pages 24 and 3o,

Ix CLass RectTATION remember that &elfny i sof fraasing,  And sl
as few pupils know how to study to advantage, give the necessary aid,
daily in advance, and teach them how to instroct themselves, Many
exerciges may be made amusing, and all interesting. Fromumciafion is
the first exercise of spelling. Pupilz who can write should copy the
words of the lesson and pronounce and spell them from the copy: all
others should read and spell the words from the book.

In Orar SPRLLING, the teacher should prm:mhue the words correctiy,
without regard to their orthography; and pupils, in general, should
merely name the leiters of words, make a marked pause at the end of
earh syllable, and imitate the teacher im their pronunciation. Pupils
who misspell words should be required to write them on the blackboard,
as misspelled, and to correct them fn writimg, before the class. All
should be trained dally in spelling by the powers of the letters, and in
the use of diacritical marks,
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DicTaTion REVIEWS.—After pupils have pronounced the words in
the columns, and spelled them oralfy, they will reed the corresponding
Dictation Rewiews with great care, thus testing their pronunciation
and recalling their attention to the feesi of the words. The teacher
will read t(he sentemces slowly and distinctly, while the pupils write
them. Blackboard exarcises are preferred for class uge, When slates
are used, they may be expeditiously cxamined by requiring pupils to
exchange, so that each one shall become the inspector of his neighbor’s
work, while the teacher spells the several words. A record of {he
words misspelled or mispronounced should be kept by the pupils, for
reviews and special drill.  Plain and Inexpensive blank books, of good
material and moderate size, are preferable for this purpose.

The Lawcuior Lessods add greatly to the interest and practical
value of the speller. They are deslgned mainly for readings, oral
instruction, a2od slate and blackboard work. Their success must de-
pend chiefly npon the intelligence, tact, and enthusisem of the teacher,
Special snggestions accorapany the cxercises. Though the dgpendix
should be mastered at no distant day, «¢ &rsf it shoold be used paly as
needed In the daily lessons. The instructor shonld exercise a constant
and wise supervision, encourage the pupils to do thelr own work, and
only give the needed aid.

LeT 1T BR noTED that pages 53, 53, 55, 5%, and gg should be used
only for Reading Lesscns, until pupils master the 20 pages of writing
commencing on page 3I, when they also should be uwsed for general
Exercizes in Writimg ; that ail columns of words showld be read down ;
and that teaching the lessons generally in the exact order of the book
will insure the most satisfactory resolts in systematic word training.
Though adapted to precede * Watson's Complete Speller,” and a fit
introdoction to all the higher spelling-books, this work is not simply
a primary speller. It supplies 8 course of graded lessons in drawing
and writing, and in English pronunciation, spelling, and composition,
adequate for the brief schooling of the numerous youth who engage im
business at an early age.



RTHOGRAPHY treats of the sounds and let-
ters of speech, and their edrreet use in pronun-

ciation and spelling,

2. Good Pronunciation.is such an easy and elear
way of speaking words ag Zives their edrreet sounds,

gyllables, and aegent.

&. Good Spelling ig thd aet of writing or naming

the (thii) right letters of words.!

! Definitions How Taunght. For
roung dhildren, the teacher will
firet read the befrinning, printed in
the leading type, and the pupil will
then five the foll definition, after
which the teacher will Zive the
songluding piriion and the pupil

the beginning ; ag, Teasher, Good
Bpelling—Pupil, Good Bpelling ig
tha aet of writing or naming the
right letters of words. Teacher,
The aet of writing or numing the
right letierg of wordg lg—Pupd,
Good Bpallicg.



