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DEDICATION.

I neprcate this ook to che
SUFFOLR EAaIoN POL CHREISTIAN WORE.

At the mectiog which forial Dt Suchdr clie wrovision for etter
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reform.  JAL every mectng singe some persont bas cutorecd the samo
ecagaly.
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PREFACE.

Tue reader will see that the papers in this beok
have a single object, whether cast in the form of fic-
tion, er swhether stubi=tical pioratives of faet, 101
should classity them as the papers were clussified in
an earlier volnme of 1his little =eries, the aceount of
Nagmadaviek 15 the account of what vuglit te e the
account of Vioelaoed 13 the aecount of what 15 and
the accennt of Daston iz the aceannt of whar engli
not te be.  In the morative of Bvbaris the reader
will findl something of <17 something of ¢ yes"" some-
thing of ** perhapz 7§ some possilility, pmels fact, and
sOle exirreratiog.,

I have, perbops, u 1'igl]1 16 l"ﬂ"llllFI.it'I the carnestness
with which [ try to enforee the necessity of better
homes for luboring wien by stating w single eirewm-
stance i owy own listory,. For pearly twenty-live
voears [ lave boeen ecanstantly engaged in the Cheis-
tian ministry.  About Lalf that time was spent in
Worcester, Massachuselts 3 about half of it in Bos-
tom,  When I wont to Woreester it was o town of
about eight thounsand people: when T left at, it had
three tinies that number.  Boston is a crowded town
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of a quarter-milion inhabitants. It iz dmpessible for
me not to potice, inevery hour of my lite, the contrast
between the homes of the warking people in these
twn places, L might almosr say that there 1= ne other
dillercice of wpartanee between the seeial opportu-
nities of the two places.  They are not far apart;
Both are active places of busloess, emploving in abont
cgnal proportons peopte of enrerprize and energy, in
the varied work of mannthctere, commeree, nnd trans-
portation. Dot in oue of these places almost every
man ean awn his Lovse, and bali” the men do,. Tn the
other hardly anv man can own his howse, and lalf
the peopl: are erowded into guarters where no man
should e compelled o live,

Ta wateh over sl fmpreve the charities of any
town s the speeial duey of the Christian mimstry in
it, —to feed e honery and elothe 1t paked, to open
the eves of tts Blind and the ears of 1ts deaf, w
make its Loee walk, to eleanse s lepers, wl o
preseh gaod tidings to e poor. Wil the reader im-
noine to himeell the position of the man en
that duby, when he finds his sick i saeh tenements as

eimed in
thev must live woin our peesent systerm, — Lis blind,
for anstanee, Lorn =0, perhaps, in rooms with no win-
derw, aned all s poor in such lomes thar the only truly
woud tidings are odings which send them away from

lin ?

Where a considerable part of the puc-]-]u live In
sncl lomes o Lest devised eharities, either for mora)

culture or phyvsieal relicf, work at terrible odds.  Your
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City Missionz, vour Ministry at Laree, your Industrial
Aid Soeiety, or vour Overscers of the Poor are all
working against the steady dead weight which, as we
all know, prvsses down and holids down the man whe
15 nan unbealthy or unbapay hone,

The ventrast in my vwn fite between lile in a small
manubacturing and commercial town and Life in a large
one makes me feel the Bitteriess of these odds the
wore, I am sore that the sutfering thos invelved is
wieeessary, as I oam snre the Inbor which ey 1o pe-
licve its svmptoms must be o laese measare thrown
wwav,  With an intense personal interest, therefore,
have I attempied to show in (kis buok how these evils
wiay be remedied.

[ o not kuiow bue Colone]l Ingham's snpgestions as
to his imagined Bvharvis may be thought too roseale
el ddeal for our Western beneitudes. They have
been wlpewdy published i the Atlantic Monthly, and,
in lis absenee o Siberin, T have been onee and again
favored with eriticizms npon (hem, It is but far to
him to sav, that, sa far as the paper refers to ancient
Pvbaris or Thurti, 12 35 4 very careful stody of 1he best
anthovities vegarding that ixteresting state, — a stody
which I wish might be poshed fourther by sommebody,
Al I oineorporate the paper in this velome Lecanse
it =eems to me that we have a ereat deal to learn from
the aneient eitivs woel from thelr methods of govern-
ment, were it onlv the great lesson of the value of
training in administration.



