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TWELVE YEARS OF A
SOLDIER'S LIFE.

CHAFPTER 1.
EARLY DAYS, 1827-1840.

I¥ a battle men hold varied stations, Some are
great leaders, whose names are on the lips of every
one ; others, the fearless spirits who press on in front.
There are those, again, who do good service in the
rear ; and the day may be lost or won, by the beha-
viour at a critical moment, of some one person that
nobody knows of, but whose influence for good or
evil has been vital.

These turning-points have happened in many a
crisis of history ; and as we rejoice in a great victory,
or honour the name of a great commander, let us
not forget that the battle may have been won, and
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