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DEDICATION

RIGHT HON. LORD JOHN RUSSELIL.

LI
- %

My Losno,

Your Lordship will, no doubt, be at a loss to under-
stand how it is that you have had the honour of this
dedication econferred upon you, which you have so little
reason to expect, and (as you have ncver seen, and
probably never heard of the author,) must be conscious
have done so little to him to deserve, and it is but
reasonable and just that I should explain the motives
that actuated me, Dedications are mendacious effu-
sions we all know, and honest men begin to be
sshamed of them, as reflecting but little honour on
the author or the patron; but, in a work of humour
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an avowal of the truth may well find & place, and be
classed among the best jokes it contains. I have
selected your Lordship, then, as my Mecenas, not en
account of your quick perceptions of the ridiculous,
or your powers of humour, but solely on aeccount of
the very extensive patronage at your disposal. Your
Lordship is & colomial minister, and I am & colonial
author ; the connexion between us, therefore, i this
relation, is s0 natural, that this work has not only a
claim to your protection, but a right to your support.
All the world will say that it is in vain for the Whig
ministry to make protestations of regard for the colo-
nies, when the author of that lively work, “The
Letter Bag of the Great Western,” remains in
obscurity in Nova Bcotia, languishing for want of
timely patropage, and posterity, that invariably does
justice (although it is unfortunately rather too late
alwaye} will pronounce that you failed in your first
duty, as protector of colonial literature, if you do not
do the pretty upon this occasion. Great men are apt
to have short memories, and it is & common subject of
eomplaint with authors, that they are materally
injured by this defect in their organization. Literary
men, however, may ascribe much of this 8isappoint-
ment they experience to their own disingenuousness.
They usually begin by expressing great diffidence of
their own talents, and dispsraging their own perform.



. PRDICATION, vil

snces, and emd by extolling the aequirements, the
Liberality, and discernment of their patrons, and they
generally sdmit the trath of both these propositions,
which is all that is required of them, and there the
matter ends. I prefer the most straightforward
course of telling the truth ; and so far from detracting
from the merits of the work, and undervaluing myself,
I am bold to say it is quite ns good a book, and as
safe in its tendencies as those of & certain fashionsble
aathor who found fevour st the hands of your party,
and is therefore entitled to your special regard. 1
have inscribed it to youm, therefore, not for the purpose
of paying a compliment to your Lordship, but that
you may have an oppertunity of paymg a very sub-
stantial compliment to me. Like an Eastern present,
it is expeeted that it should be ackmowledged by one
of still greater value; and in order that there may be
no mistake, I beg your Lordship to understand dbs-
tmetly that its merits are very great, snd thet the
return should be one suitable for yvur Lordship te
give and me to receive, snd not such a one (as the
Canadian rebels said to Lord Durbam) “ as ehall be
anworthy of us both.”

Now, my Lord, I had the pleasure of being i
Esgland during the coronstion, and the igh honour
of being present at it. I will not say ¥ erossed the
Atlsmiic on purpoee, becanse that weuld mot be true,
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but I can safely say—not that I wonld go twice as far
to see another, becanse that wonld be tressonable as
well as false—but that that magnificent spectacle was
well worthy of the toil of going twice as far for the
express and sole purpose of witnessing it. The enthu-
siasm and unanimity of feeling that pervaded all classes
of the assembled multitndes, gave a eharm and influ-
ence to that gorgeous ceremony that neither rank nor
riches nor numbers can ever bestow. Upon that occa-
sion the eustomary honours, promotions, medals, rib-
bous, and royal favours, were distributed smong her
Majesty’s subjects that were supposed to be distin-
guished for their Joyalty and devotion. Few of them,
however, have since shown by their conduct that they
were worthy of it.  Instead of being overwhelmed with
gratitnde, as I should have been had my merits been
duly appreciated, these people have filled the country
with their lamentations. The army complains that its
rewards are by no means adequate to its deserts. The
navy proclaims, with a noise resembling that of a
speaking-trumpet, that it has not been honoured in an
equal manner with the army; and the Fast Indian
legions say that the navy and queen’s troops have
monopolised everything that was valusble, and left
for them only enough to mark their inferiority. All
this iz very amusing, but very ungrateful. Peis are
always troublesome., I wish them all to understand,



DEDICATION. ix

and you too, my Lord, that the colonies not only did
not obtain their due share of notice, but were for-
gotten altogether, notwithstanding the thousands of
brave and loyal people they contain. They were either
overlooked amidst the numerous preparations for that
great event, or the cormucopia was exhausted before
the hand that held it out had reached half way across
the Atlantic.

Your Lordship was a strenuous advocate, in days
bygone, for extending representation, and therefore,
though no Whig myself, I beg leave to extend this

, representation to you, because you were mot then in
the colomal office, and I konow of no man there who
will inform you of the omission.

To show you the want of liberality in those who for
years past have made the selection of names for royal
favour, it iz only necessary to point to the case of
certain persons of colonial extraction. Now these very
impartial judges of merit appear to have forgotten that
they were advanced before, and already covered with
bhonours. How much more just then, as well as more
courteous, would it have been in them to have waited

_ for their last step, until we had effected our first? But
this is not all : some of them were first appointed to
govern a distant province ; then Ireland ; afterwards to
preside over all the eolonies, and subsequently to direct
the internal affuirs of the nation in the home office,



